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o all whom it may conceri: C, in its top, around which opening is pro-
Be it known that I, WirLriam H. H. LinT- | vided a flaring rim or flange, D, extending
NER, a citizen of the United States, residing | outward, as shown. The sponge B 1§ com- 55

at Little Falls, in the connty of Herkimerand | pressed and inserted through the opening C
5 State of New York, having invented a new | into theinterior of the receptacle or vessel A,
and useful Improvement in Apparatus for | when it is allowed to expand and assume its
Moistening Stamps, Envelopes, &ec., of which | normal shape. Water being poured into the
the following is a specification, reference being | receptacle is caught up and received by the 6o
had to the accompanying drawings. sponge and held within the pores of the latter,
¥ 10 This invention relates to an apparatus for | so as to keep it moist.

,. moistening stamps, envelopes, and wrappers, It will be observed that the particularshape
and is designed more especially for use in | of the receptacle or vessel has special advan-
newspaper and law offices, and by merchants, | tages for the purpose in view, since the wet 65
manufacturers, and others who have occasion | sponge is received upon the bottom ot the

15 to send out a large amount of mail-matter— | same and cannot accidentally fall out or be-
principally circulars—in the course of their | come displaced. Furthermore, by providing
business. A very common expedient em- | a sponge to retain the water the latter will
ployed by those who have charge of this | not run out or splash over through any acel- 7o
branch of work is to moisten the stamps or | dent caused by the upsetting of the receptacle

.. 20 envelopes or wrappers with the tongue, and | or vessel. Any suitable form of receptacle,
this continuous “‘licking,’”’ as it is styled, is | round, square, or the like, having an opening
not only a very inconvenient and slow process, | in the top to allow the insertion of the sponge
but is also very disagreeable and has proven | under slight compression and permit it to 73
injurious to the operator. assume its proper position when introduced

25 To avoid these objectionable features, the | will answer the purpose.
object of my invention is to provide a simple E designates the moistening device, com-
and convenient magazine forcontaining fibrous | prising a suitable handle, G, at one end of
material having the guality of imbibing, stor- | which is secured a tubular ferrule, H, which 8o
ing, and expending moisture to place in the | decreases in diameter toward its front or outer

30 hands of the parties above referred to, by | end, as seen in Fig. 3. 'This ferrule, or, more

} means of which the mailing of letters, docu- | properly speaking, tube, extends beyond the
‘ ments, circulars,and other matteris facilitated, | front end of the handle, so as to provide a
and may be nerformed without recourse to the | chamber for the reception of a small sponge, 35
many expedients, one of which hasbeen briefly | I. The latter, when compressed into a small
35 alluded to. compass, may be inserted into the chamber or
With these ends in view the said invention | space within the ferrule or tube i, the pecu-
_consists.in the peculiar novel combination of | liar tapering form of the latter causing the
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth,and | sponge to be held firmly from displacement. 9C

pointed out in the claims. | A portion of the sponge I should project out
40  In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective | from the tube or ferrule H, as at J, toact upon
> view of my improved apparatus. Fig. 2 is a | the stamps or envelopes for the purpose men-

vertical section of the same, showing the de- | tioned. The remainder of thesponge I within
vice employed to moisten the stamp or envel- | the ferrule serves to retain a sufficient amount 95
ope down within the fibrous receptacle or res- | of water, which is fed down through the pores,

45 ervoir. TFig. 3is a vertical longitudinal sec- | and will keep the extended end J always moist

tion of the moistening device. until the supply within the ferrule or tube H
Likeletters are used to indicate correspond- | has been exhausted. | |
ing parts in the several figures. The operation of my invention will be read- 100

Referring to the drawings, A designates a | ily understood from the foregoing description,

50 reservoir or receptacle for containing the | taken in connection with the annexed draw-
sponge B. This receptacle is substantially | ings. By dipping or inserting the moistening
elliptical in cross-section, having an opening, ! device E through the opening C of the recep-
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tacle A the extended end of the sponge I for | vice be Cal*elessly thrust into the cut or reser-

the said device comes in contact with the

sponge B in the bottom of the said receptacle.

Since the said sponge B is always wet, or,
rather, soaked, by the water within the recep-
tacle, this action will cause the protruding
end of the sponge I to be thoroughly moist-
ened, the water traveling up within the ferrule
or tube H and keeping the body of said sponge
wet, to serve as a reservoir in supplying the
endJ. By passing this protrudingorextended
end J of the sponge over the mucilaginous
surface of the envelope or stamp the same is

manner. o

In practice it has been found that one dip
or insertion of the moistening device within
the receptacle A will be sufficient to moisten
seventy-five envelopesin succession.
manner the sealing and mailing of such matter
1s facilitated, enabling the operator to do the
work more rapidly and without the disagree-
able features attendant on the use of the pres-
ent contrivances. The sponge-cups, for in-
stance, which are in use are very unsatisfac-
tory for the purpose in view, since only one
envelope can be moistened at a time.

By myimprovementIam enabled to moisten
as many envelopes as desired at one and the
same time by the action of the moistening
device, causing the work to be expedited, and
placing in the hands of the proper parties an
article which will lighten the labors of mailing

- circulars and other matter.

35

My improvement is simple in its construe-
tion, can be manufactured of any suitable de-
8ign at a very low price, is convenient and effi-

. clent in use, and will prove of great utility for
- the purposes intended. Through the use of

40

- modes or uses now resorted to by

45

50

the same the necessity of licking the stamps
or envelopes with the tongue will be entirely
avolded, and many of the other objectionable
those hav-
1ng charge of this work, through a lack of no
other means to lighten their labors, may be
also set aside, and the simple device or appa-

‘ratus which I have provided take their place.

The opening C in reservoir A may be sev-
eral times larger than the diameter of the
moistening device, so as to permit the ready
Introduction and removal of the same, it be-
Ing often necessary in using the apparatus to

. 1nsert the moistening device at any and all

35

- minimum,

angles. The diameter of the reservoir at the
opening C should be considerably less than
the body, and thus the sponge is' prevented
from falling out and evaporation reduced to a
The bottom of the cup is concave,

~and as the flat wet sponge is received in the

60

bottom the sponge is caused to assume the
same shape. By reason of the concavity thus

given to the sponge, should the moistening de-

moistened sufficiently for sealing in the usual

In this

voir at any point or angle, it will always come
In contact with the sponge in the reservoir.
The-ferrule of the moistening device tapérs to
asmall diameter at the front end. Thesponge
Is forced through from the rear or large end
t1ll it protrudes sufficiently, as shown, and the
ferrule is then slipped upon the handle. The
peculiiar shape of the ferrule effectually pre-
vents the moistening device from falling or
working out, while the remainder of the sponge
in the chamber, inclosed by the ferrule, serves

to retain a supply of moisture to be fed down'_

to the protruding end J. - -
When the moistening device becomes dry,

65

70

75_

or while it i8 in repose for an instant or longer

time upon the sponge in the cup, the sponge
of the moistening device becomes instantly
charged with moisture.

The flaring rim or .

80

flange D serves as a support for the moisten- -

ing device when the latter is placed within
the reservoir or cup when not in immediate
use. Therim or flange will support the moist-
ening device inaninclined position, thesponge

resting on the sponge in the reservoir, and

thereby charged with moisture, so as to be

ready for immediate use, as desired. |
Having deseribed my invention,what I claim
as new, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
18— | . -
1. The herein-Cescribed apparatus for moist-
ening stamps, comprising a reservoir or recep-
tacle provided with a sponge or porous body,
the neck of the reservoir heing contracted and
provided with an opening, and the moisten-
ing device consisting of a handle carrying a
sponge, the diameter of the lower portion of

the handle being considerably less than the

diameter of the opening in the reservoir or

receptacle, whereby said moistening device -
may be Introduced into the same at an angle,

as set forth. - o
2. T'he herein-described apparatus for moist-

ening stamps, &c., comprising a reservoir or

receptacle having a concave bottom, and pro-

vided with a sponge or porous body resting

on the bottom, so asto assume a concaveshape,

the neck of the receptacle or reservoir being
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contracted and provided with an opening, and
the moistening device comprising a straight .

handle carrying a sponge, the diameter of the =

handle being considerably less than the open-
ing in the reservoir or receptacle, whereby said

moistening device may be introduced at an

angle, as and for the purpose set forth.

II5

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto affixed
presence of two witnesses., S
- WILLIAM H. H. LINTNER.
Witnesses: | - '
JOHN O’ ROURKE,
LEONARD A. MARCH.

my signature in
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