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To all whom it may concermn:

Be 1t known that I, CHARLES J. KELLY, of |
' The heads of the screws are in the recess in the

Denver, in the coanty of Arapahoeand State
of Colorado, have invented new and useful Im-

s provements in Banjos, of which the following
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is a full, clear, and exact description.

The object of my invention is to provide
certain new and useful improvements in ban-
jos, whereby the tone1s improved, the 1nstru-
ments made more durable, the construction 1s
simplified, and all prcgectlous on the rim of
the head are avoided.

The invention consists in the combination,
with a flanged ring-frame, of a head-hoiding
ring surrounding the ring-frame, and screws

passed through the flangeinthering-frameand

into the head. holding ring.

The invention further consists in the com-
bination, with the ring-frame and neck, of a
metal block in the neck and screws screwed
through the ring-irame into said bloclk.

The invention also consists in asheet-metal
finger-board, on which frets are formed.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification, in
which similar letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all the igures.

Figure 1isatop or face view of myimproved
banjo. Fig.2isasideview of thesame. Fig.
3 18 an enlarged longitudinal sectional view of
the head and lower part of the neck. Fig. 4
is a cross-sectional view on the line v 2, Fig.

3. Ilig. 518 anenlarged detail sectional view

- of part of the head.
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The head-frame consists of a ring, A, pro-
vided on its bottom edge with an exterior
flange, I3, which has its_bottom recessed, as
shown. The top edge of the ring 1s bent in-
ward on a quarter-circle. TheheadC, of cali-
skin, has its edges passed around a wire ring,
D, which is placed in a groove, E', in the in-
ner surface of a ring, I, surrounding thering-
frame A directly below the curved top partof
the same, whereby the head is drawn over the
curved upper parts of the ring -frame A,
Screws I are passed loosely up through the
flange B on the outside of thering A, and their
upper enids serewed into threaded apertures
in the bottom edge of the tightening-ring L.

By turning the said screws thering Eismoved |

—ml

-ward 1n the sheet-metal

up or down on the ring-frame A, and the head
C can thus be tightened as much as desired.

Hange B.

By providing the screws I in the manner
described all projecting heads and parts are
avoided, which 18 a great advantage, as the
heads of the screws on banjos of the usual con-
struction are apt to cateh on articles ot cloth-
ing, &c. A metal plece, H, 1s held trans-
versely in the neck J, near its inner or lower
end, and into screw-threaded apertures in the
said plate the ends of screws K are passed,
which are also passed through apertures in
the ring-frame A, the saidscrews having heads
which rest against the inner suriaces of the
said ring-frame. The neck 1s thus held very
securely on the ring-frame and cannot rattle.
On the top of the neck J the finger-board L is
held, which is made of sheet metal, and has ifs
side edges bent over the sides of the neck and
passed into longitudinal grooves in the said
sides of the neck. Frets M are pressed up-
nger board or plate,

as shown.

By arranging the finger-board in the manner
set forth the expense of setting the irefs sepa-
rately is avoided, and the fretscannot become
loosened or detached.

Having thus described my invention,what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18—

1. In a banjo, the combination, with a ring-
frame having an outwardly-projecting bottom
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flange, the under side of which 18 grooved, of 85

a ring surrounding the ring-frame and serv-
ing to hold the head, and of screws passed
through the flange of the ring-frame into the
bottom edge of the head-holding ring, sub-
stantially as herein shown and deseribed.

2. Ina banjo, the combination,with the ring-
frame A, having the flange 3, of the head (,
the wire ring D, the ring I, having a groove,
E', and of the screws I, substantially as here-
in shown and described.

3. Inabanjo, the combination,witathering-
frame A, of the neck J, the me‘tal piece H in
the same, and the SCrews I, screwed through
the ring-frame into the piece J, substantially
as herein shown and deseribed,
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4. A banjo finger - board made of sheet | over the side's of the neck and into longitudi-
metal, parts of which are struck up to form | nal grooves in the said neck, substantially as
frets, substantially as herein shown and de- | herein shown and described.

scribed. | | CHARLES J. KELLY.
5 b. The combination, with a banjo-neck, of | Witnesses: '
a sheet-metal {inger-board on the same, the - .JoHN M. LEITCH,

side edges of the said finger-board being bent | -~ W. W, KNIGHT.




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

