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- UNITED STATES

KIRK W.

PATENT OFFICE,

HOLMES, OF COLUMBUS, OHIO.

VEHICLE-TOP,

SPRECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 332,529, dated December 15, 1885,

Applieation filed 0{3101)&1 19, 1885.

T0 all whom it maly Concer:

Be 1t known that I, Kirxk W. HOLMES, of
Columbus, in the county of Franklin, and in
the State of Ohio, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Vehicle-Tops;
and 1 do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact description thereof.

My invention relates to the construction of
vehicle-tops, and will be fully described here-
inatter.

In the drawings, Figure 1 1s a perspective

view of a buggy-top embodying my inven-
tion, and Fig. 2 18 a perspective view of my
skeleton spring pad.

A A A’ A'represent, respectively, the front
and rear bows of a vehicle-top of ordinary
construction, and B is my skeleton spring-pad,
extending 1mmediately over the bend of the
bows on each side from the front bow to the
back bow of said top, between the inner head-
lining, «, of the carriage-top and the outer
covering, «, of leather or other material.
Heretofore in ordinary cases this space be-

tween the lining and outside coversof vehicle- .

tops has been usually filled with hair, moss,
and paste, which is objectionable, because
the paste creates dampness and consequent
mold and decay, besides which wet {illing
causes stiffness and interferes with folding the
top down flat when desired.

My pad B is thus constructed: b b b, &c.,
are springs,'made of any suitable elastlc nma-

terial—such as brass or other thin spring |

metal, or whalebone—curved, as shown, and
preferably from a quarter to a half inch in
width, and each some nine inches (more or
less)in length. These springs are preferably
united by edge strips, d’, of strong webbing or
other suitable strong I]]&tEIIaJ which is folded
and applied as shown in Fig. 2,the end of
the series Of springs being inserted between
the folds of the webbing and secured thereto
by rivets 0% or other convenient fastening de-
vices. In addition, acentral strip, °, of web-
bing, may be applied midway between the
edge strips, &’ O, on one side of the springs b
b b and riveted or secured thereto, as shown.
I desired, I mayv cover up the spring-skele-
ton entirely on either side with webbing or

other suitable fabric, (in manner similar to |
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the construction of a corset;) but ordinarily
the skeleton pad will be sufficient.
This skeleton pad may be made of any

suitable length, according to the distance be-
tween the front and rear bows of the vehicle
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when extended in any given casejor I may

malke the said skeleton spring-pad by the yard

and cut it off in proper lengths from time to

time.

When it is desired toprovide a soft cushion
between the ske]eton spring-pad B and the
outside leather, ¢, to relieve the friction which
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may be caused by the natural wear of thetop,

I may provide an intermediate cloth pad, C,
of sheet-wadding, drugget, or other soft ma-
terial, of from half aninch toan inch in thick-
ness, zmd attach the same to the skeleton pad
(aftel the latter is in position on the bows) by
uniting the two along the edges before the
leather or other outside material 1s applied.

By my invention I greatly simplify the con-
struction of earriage and buggy tops, at the
same tlme giving bhem a more elegant and
durable sh"tpe and cuarding against the fall-
ing down of the pad (as will happen with
hair, moss, &c.) between the head-lining and
outer covering, as my pad B is permanently
secured at each end to the bows, as shown at ¢
«* in Fig. 1, and yet, owing to its construction,
affording the greatest facility for the folding
back of the bows ofethe vehicle-top when
desired.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what T
claim, and desire to secure by Letters P*’Ltenb
18— '

1. A skeleton spring-pad for vehicle-tops,
consisting of the springs b b, united by the
strips of webbing, &ec., b O, substantially as
set forth.

2. In a vehicle-top, the skeleton spring-pad

B, permanently secured at each end to the

front and rear bows, between the head-lining
and the outer covering, Substmltnlly as set
forth.

3. In a vehicle-top, the combination, with
the front and rear bows, of the skeletonspring-
pad B, secured thereto, and the cloth pad or
cushion C, secured to the pad B, between 1t

and the outer covering, substantially as set
forth.
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4, In a vehicle-top, in constructing the | the county of Franklin and State of ‘Ohio, in
skeleton pad by weaving the springs or se- | the presence of two witnesses.
curlng the springs by weaving them in with . | r
the fabrie, so as to entirely or partially in- - KIRK W. HOLMES.

-5 close the spring, substantially as set forth. Witnesses: | | |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I | NAT. F. DAVIS,

have hereunto set my hand, at Columbus, in W. H. WEHRMAN.
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