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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, HENRY
boygan, in the ﬂounty of Sheboygan and State
of Wisconsin, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Adjustable Gages for Sup-
porting Clapboards; and I do hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of said invention, reference being
had to the accompanying drawing, and to the
letters or figures of reference marked thercon,
which form a part of this specification.

The object of my invention is to provide a
device for adjusting and holding clapboards
at their proper distances apart while being

nailed, and the same is explained by reference |

to the accompanying drawing, which repre-
sents a perspective view thereof in position
for use upon the side of a building. |
My device consists of a metallic plate, A,
which is adapted to rest upon the flat front

surface of the clapboard B, and the same 1s |

provided with a forward and upward project-

ing bracket, C, which 1s adapted to engage be- |

neath the lower edge and against the front sur-
face of the next succeeding clapboard, D, and
scrves to support said clapboard D and retain

it in a vertical position against the side of a !

building preparatory to being nailed.

My device is adjusted to clapboards of dif-
ferent widths by the movable bracket I, which
engages beneath the lower edge of the clap-
board B, which bracket is retained in contact
with the rear surface of the plate A by the
bolt or rivet F and washer G, which bolt F
hasanupward and downward movement with-
in the slot H of the plate A. The bracket L%
is adjusted upward and downward along the
rear surface of said plate A by the hand-screw
I, which has ascrew threaded bearing through
the lug J, formed on the lower end of said
plate A. The upper end of the screw I bears
simply against the lower surface of the bracket
E, said bracket being turned upward by turn-
ing said hand-screw 1 forward against 16; but
when said bracket 1s adjusted downward said
hand-screw 18 turned outward away irom said
bracket E, when said bracket I& 1s pressed
downward against the said hand-screw, where
it is thus retained by its own gravity and the
friction of the parts in contact.

When the bracket E has been properly ad-
justed to correspond to the width of the clap-
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| boards, and placed against the clapboard B in
BRAXD, of She- | the position shown, the device is secured 1In

such position by the nupward and rearward
projecting end of the lever K, which upper
end is sharply pointed and pr*otludes rear-
wardly through the slot 1, formed in the up-
per end of the plate A, fmd into the front sur-

face of said clapboald B, thus holding said

device firmly 1n place Whlle the Opemtm 18
free to nail the board D thus supported. The
npper end of the lever K is thus forced rear-
ward by a rearward pressure upon the free
end of the angunlar lever M, which 18 pivoted
to the lower end of the lever K by pivot N, and
bears at its angular bend against the plate A,
which plate serves asits fulerum. Thuswhen
the lever M is in the position shown the point
of the lever K extends through, or partiaily
through, the slot L only; but when desired
to secure my device to the board B said point
is forced into the surface of the board by press-
ing downwar dly and rearwardly upon the free
end of the lever M, wherebythe lowerend of the
lever K is forced outwar dly, and its upper end
is forced rearwardly, through said slot L into
the front surfuce of the board B, and 1s thus
retained while the board D is nailed; when,

by drawing said lever M outwardly and up-

wardly mto position shown, the point of said
lever K is withdrawn from the board B by the
action of the spring, when said device may be
removed. The lever KK issecured to the plate
A between the arms of the bracket O by pivot
P, upon which pivot it turns as it 18 1nserted
and withdrawn from the board. To facilitate
in withdrawing the point of the lever K from
the board, the spring R is employed, which
spring has its respective ends connected with

‘the lower end of the lever KK by a pivot, N,

around which said lower ends of said spring
are wound. 'The central portion of said spring
R is wound around the respective ends of the
pivot B upon the respective sides of the lever
K, while the upper end of said spring R bears
acainst the front surface of the upper end of
the plate A. Thus 1t 1s obvious that said

spring is compressed as the upper end of the
lever I is forced rearward, while 1t recoils
and presses the lower end of said lever K rear-
ward as said lever M 1s blounht 1nto the po-
sition shown.

It is obvious that by connecting the two le-
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- vers M and K together in the manner shown
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a compound lever is formed, whereby I ac-
complish three objects, which could not be ac-
complished by thesingle lever K alone: First,
I am enabled to force the retaining-point P
rearward into the board by a rearward press-
ure, instead of pulling outward, which rear-
ward pressure tends to hold the device in placo
against the board, while drawing outwardly
upon the lever M would have a tendency to
withdraw the device from the board; second,
by compounding the levers the plessme on
the retaining-point is increased; and, third, as
the lever M is pressed *rearwaﬁrd that part
abeve its angular bend is brought to a hori-
zontal position between the plate A and the
lower end of the lever K, and serves to hold
the lever K in a fixed pOS1t1on with 1ts point
embedded in the wood.

I am aware that clapboard- cages have pre-
viously been made having a single lever only,
and I make no claim to such form of device
as my invention.

Having thus deseribed my mventlon what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 1s—

1. The ddjustable gage for supporting clap-
boar ds herein described, consmtmg in the

332,323

combination of the plate A, provided with an
adjustable bracket, E, Supportmﬂ' -bracket C,
and rearward-pr Ojectm pointed lever K, se-
cured to said plate A upon a pivotal suPport
and angular lever M, pivoted to the long arm
of said lever K, and interposed between and
bearing ao*amst said plate A, substantially as
and for the purpose speelﬁed

2. In an adjustable gage for supporting clap-
boards, the combma,tlon of the plate A, pro-
vided with lug J, hand -screw I, having a
screw-bearing in S‘l]d lag J, ad] usta]:ne bl&Cth 40
H, provided with bolt F, Operating in slot H

30

~of sald plate, and adjusted by the action of

sald screw I outward and upward, projecting
bracket C, bracket O, lever K, secnred to said

‘bracket by pivot P, anﬂuhl lever M, secured 45

to said lever K by pwot N, and Sprmﬂ R, as
connected with said lever K by pivots N and

P, all substantially as and for the 1:)111‘1)'056
specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my sw*na,ture 1n 50
presence of two witnesses.

HENRY BRAND.

Witnesses:
N. EVERHARDT,
A. BRAND.
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