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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, BEnJaMIN F. ANTHONY,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Bos-
ton, in the county of Suffolk and State of Mas-
sachusetts, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Shovels and Scoops; and
I do hereby deciare that the same are full y de-

trated in the accompanying drawings.
The object of this invention is to provide

for shovels and scoops a broad step-piece or |

boot-protector, which may be detachable and
applied to the upper edge of the blade of the
lmplement, so as to protect the sole or shank
of the boct from injury when pressed npon
sald edge in use.

By my invention is produced an improved
scoop or shovel adapted especially for sewer
work, where men work much in the water,
wearing rubber boots. These are quickly cut
out in the shank by pressure upon the thin
upper edge of the common scoop or shovel
used 1n this work, and are useless afterward.

The drawings show, in Figure 1, a shovel

made in accordance with my invention, and
in Fig. 2 one of the step-pieces is shown de-
tached. Fig. 3represents in section modified
forms of these protecting-pieces.

A 1s the handle, and B the blade, of the
shovel, made, as usnal, of sheet metal, and

dle 1n position.
erably of malleable iron, formed in pairs of
about the shape shown. Each piece fits snug-
ly to the blade B and re-enforce C, and is se-
cured firmly by rivets I8 through the blade and
the flange of the step-piece, the npper part of

each piece to which the boot isapplied extend- |

ing about horizontally over the edge of the
blade and for some distance eitherside thereof.

There may be a single flange on each of the
pieces D to fit against the face or back of the |

| blade, as in TFigs. 1 and 2, or the construction

may be as indicated in Fig. 8, in which two
flanges are shown separated by a space to re-
celive the blade, and both perforated for the
confining - rivets. This figure represents in
one view the device as a solid malleable cast-
ing and in the other as a hollow sheet-metal
piece bent to shape.

1 am aware of the Patent No. 8,635, granted
to Kimball, Jaunary 6, 1852, for shovels, show-
ing a.strengthening-piece extending entirely
across the top of the blade, and formed with
a central socket to receive the handle and se-
cure it to the blade. I diselaim such socketed
cross-bars and handle-supports, and limit my
claim to boot-protecting pieces of suitable ma-
terial extending from the handle either to the
right or left and secured only to the blade. I
have found in practice pieces of rawhide,
leather, or rubber packing so secured to an-
swer my purpose admirably.

I claim as my invention—

1. In combination with a shovel or scoop,a
boot-protecting step-piece, as D, on the top of
the blade and extending from the handle to-
ward the side of the blade, but independent of
sald handle, said piece having a flange which
1s secured to the blade, substantially as de- -
scribed.

2. The combination, with the blade of a
shovelorscoop, of a boot-protecting step-piece
having a flat top and flanges extending down
in contact with the face and back of the blade, -
sald step-piece beingsecured independently of
the handle, substantially as described.

- In testimony whereof I hereto affix my sig-
nature 1n presence of two witnesses.

BENJ. I'. ANTHONY.

Witnesses:
N. H. SPENCER,
C. G. KEYES.
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