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1o all whem it may eoncern:

Be it known that I, WriLLiam H. LEWIS,
of the city, county, and State of New York,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provementsin Photographie-Printing Frames,
of which the following is a full, clear, and ex-
act description. | *

This invention more especially relates to
that description of flat photographic- print-
Ing frames having back boards arranged so
that the progress of the printing may be
watched without danger of shifting the paper,
and In which flat bowed springs pivoted to
the back board or back-board sections are
used, and arranged to pass at their ends, when
suitably swiveled for the purpose, under eas
or lip-pleces on the sides of the back of the
frame, to give a uniform pressure, and where-
by perfect contact between the positive paper
and negative-plate is insured. In such pho-
tographic-printing frames the springs which
hold the back board down to its place have no
positive lock with the ears or lip-pieces on the
irame. They consequently require careful ad-
Justment to put them in a proper holding po-
sition under said ears, and are liable to be ac-
cidentally or otherwise disturbed or swiveled
on the removable or opening and closing back
board,which of course interferes with or mars
the printing.

My invention has forits ohject the remedyin o
of this defect; and it consists in a combination,
with the printing-frame, of one or more swiv-
eling locking-springs applied to its back board
and ears or lip-pieces applied to the frame,
constructed to engage in a positive manner
with the locking ends of the springs, and so

that the springs cannot be disengaged from

sald ears without first springing them inward
and afterward turning or swiveling them.
The invention also consists in a special con-
struction of the ears or catches attached to the
frame for holding the swiveling Spring or
springs when the back board is closed.
Lieference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in both the figures.

Figure 1 represents a view in perspective,
as seen from its rear, of a photographic-print- zo
Ing frame embodying my invention, and Ifig.

2 & transverse section of the same.

A 1s the frame proper for holding the nega-
tive and positive or sensitive paper, and B B
its removable back board, constructed in see- 55
tions, hinged together, as at b, as usual, to
facilitate examination of different portions of
the print. CC are the springs, pivoted, as at
¢ ¢, to the back board, for holding said board
to 1ts place; and D D, the ears or lip-pieces &
attached to the frame proper, and under which
the ends of the springs C C pass when print-
ing by the frame. These ears D D are con-
structed—as, for instance, by notches or ap-
ertures ¢ ¢ 1n them—to form positive catches
with the ends of the springs, that are bent or
turned ap for the purpose, and so that they
engage with the notched portions of the ears,
thus making the springs locking ones. Said
Springs are engaged with the ears or catches
by applying the fingers on both their opposite
end portions to depress them, and then swiv-
eling them under the catches, when they will
form a positive lock and cannot be accidentall y
disturbed.

When it is required to open or remove the
back board of the printing-frame, pressure 18
agaln first required to depress the end por-
tions of the springs in order to disengage them
from the catches, and then the springs swiv-
eled from underneath the catches. The op-
eration 1n either case is a rapid and easy one:
but there is no liability of the springs slip-
ping their hold when passed under the catches,
as the engagement is a positive one, and mere-
ly exerting a swiveling pressure on the Springs
wi1il not disengage them.

It 18 not absolutely necessary, though pref.
erable, that the springs should lock at both
of their ends with the ears or lip-pieces, as
they might simply pass under'the ears at one
of their ends and lock with the ears or catches
at their opposite ends.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 05
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1. The combination,with the photographic- | D and the pivoted bowed springs C, con-
printing frame A, of the catches, lips, or ear- structed to engage with said catches, essen-
pieces D, having notches or openings d¢ 1n tially as and for the purpose herein set forth.
their backs, substantially as and for the pur- | WILLIAM H. LEWIS.

5 pose specified. . Witnesses:
9. The combination,with the frame proper, EDGAR TATE,
A, and its back board, of the notched catches EpwD. M. CLARK.
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