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o all whom it may concermn:

Be 1t known that I, JAMES BURKE, a citizen
of the United States, residing in Springfield,
inthe county of Hampden and State of Massa-

chusetts, have invented new and useful Im-

provements in Cobbling or Repairing Lasts,
of which the following is a specification, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings.

My invention relates to that class of cob-
bling-lasts having two foot-pieces united by &
central.eonneeting- piece. Heretofore the cob-
bling-lasts of this class have been constructed

- with a curved uniting or connecting piece, and
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~ letter ¢, and the button by the letter e.

no provision has been made to adapt the lasé
to reach and bear against the shank and heel
portion of the shoe without the addition of a

supplementary piece, or to bear against the

inner surface of hollows or irregularities in the

sole of the shoe formed on the inside, eifther
intentionally when the shoe is made for the |

purpose of accommodating Some projecting
point or other portion of the foot, .or formed
by some such projecting portion eontlmmny
pressing upon the sole.

The object of my invention is thmefore to |

provide a cobbling-last by the use of which
the repairing of the shank and heel may be
facilitated, and by the use of which recesses,
curves,or enlargements may be formed in any
desired portion of the shoe-sole, and by the
use of which nails or pegs, whendriven through
the sole at snch places, may be firmly elinched
close to the inner surface.

In short, my invention aims fto do aw ay with
the objectmn%ble features of the cobbling-lasts
heretofore made; and to that end myinvention

consists in the form of the connecting or unit- |
and heretofore a separate last or piece has

ing portion of the device in the form whereby
the last may be so used as to bear against the
shank and heel of the shoe or boot upon the
inside, and in the application of a removable

and adjustable button or projecting piece to |
| from reaching the heel portion of the shoe on

form or reach into hollows in the shoe-sole.
In the accompanying drawings, in which
like letters of reference indicate like parts,
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my device
complete, and Fig. 2 1s an enlarﬂ'ed view of
the removable button.
The toot-pleces are indicated by the letters

a and b, the connecting or uniting part by the
The

‘connected by -the part c.

| foot-pieces are provided with openings d, into

which the stem f of the buttone fits. The holes
or sockets 4 are made in various places on the
last to enable the operative to move the but-
ton from one place to another, as he may de-
sire, to reach one or another portion of the
shoe-sole.

The buftons may be made of various sizes
and shapes,to adapt the last to accomplish the

work desired.

In the manufaeture of custom-goods and in
the repair of boots and shoes it frequently be-
comes necessary to form an indentation, re-
cess, or hollow in the sole, to accommodate
some portion of the foot which from various
causes may project beyond the lines of the

ordinary foof.

the outline or surface of the sole of the foof,
the button ¢ is adjusted on the last in such po-
sition that the desired spot will be reached by
1t when the last 1s thrust into the shoe. The

When, therefore, it becomes
‘necessary to form the shoe-sole to conform o
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hollow may then be formed by gently ham- 75

mering theleatherabovethe button; and when

| & shoe-sole has been properly shaped to con-

form to the foot of the wearer, and the shoe-

sole requires repairs,the repairs may be made,
without destroying the shape of the sole, by

1nserting the button in the proper place; and

1f 16 becomes necessary to drive pegs or nails
throungh the sole at such places the button
will canse the points of the same to be clinched
close to and against the inner surface.
it will be seen, could not be done with lasts
heretofore made

In the repair of boots and shoes it i3 very
desirable at times to have the last bear firmly
against the shank or inner surface of the heel,

been used and provided for that purpose, as
with the old form of construction of this class
of cobbling-last the curved econnecting-piece
prevented any portion of the solid last-body

the inside, and prevented the last bearing with
the desired degree of firmness or to any con-
siderable extent against the shank of the shoe
or boot. To obviate this diffieulty, 1 con-

- struet the last as shown in the drawings, the

heel and shank portion being carried outand
the heel portions of the two foot-pieces being
The lasb1s prefera-
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bily made of cast-iron. One of the fdot-pieces

is made larger than the other,toadapt the last

for use in various sizes of shoes.
Having therefore described my invention,

5 what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, is—

1. A cobbling-last ha,vmcr two foot-pieces, ¢

b and having the heel and sha,nk portion formed

1;0 bear agmusb the heel and shank on the in-

10 side of a shoe, the two being connected by a
uniting part, ¢, substantially as shown.

2. A cobbling-last formed of two foot-pieces

united at the heel,as shown, and having stem- |

recelving openings d, in combination with a
15 button, ¢, provided W11h a Stem,f, substan-
tially a8 shown

3. A cobbling-last formed of a single cast-

| ing having two foot-pieces of a different size

united at the heel portions by a straight con-
necting part, ¢, and having the heel and shank 20
portions bhmeof raised or formed to bear
against the shank and heel of a boot or shoe

on the inside, and with one or more remova-
ble adjustable buttons, substantlally as set

forth. |
JAMES BURKE.
Witnesses:

JOSEPH M. LE FEBORE,
ALLEN WEBSTER.
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