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Tb all 'é;;:;fwm Lt MY CONCErvy s
- Be it known that I, JAMES S. SHANNON, of
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of

1llinois, have invented certain new and useful

Improvements in Indexes for Paper-Files; and
I do hereby declare that the followmg s a
full, clear, and exact description thereof, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ing, and to the letters of reference marked

‘thereon, whlch form a part of th1s Specifica-

tion.
‘This invention relates to indexes for the
class of temporary files for letters or papers;

and it consists 1n the matters heremafter de-
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scribed, and pomted outin the claim.

The index is herein illustrated as applied to
that class of temporary files consisting of a
base-board, two vertical wiressecured therein,

and two mlched and movable transfer- w1res_

arranged end to end with the vertical wires,
so as to form therewith two equal arches in
parallel planes, and in which the arched wires
are 5o constructed that the curved or arched
portions may beswung away from the vertical
wires to open the amhes and admit the papers.

The index, as herein shown, consists of a
series of sheets or strips of heavy paper made
of sufficient length to extend beyond the edges
of the papers placed upon the file at one side
of the base-board, perforated and strung upon
the wires of the file-arches, and arranged in
pairs of equal width, each pair being wider
than the pair above 1t, and the lower strip of
each pair being longer than the strip above it,
so that index-letters placed upon the ends of
the several strips will be exposed to view, as
will hereinafter more fully appear.

The index preferably consists of a series of
pairs of narrow transverse strips or sheets of
unequal width arranged with the widest pair
at the bottom, the lowerstrip of each pair be-

ing made longer than the upper one at theend

of the Index upon which the characters are
placed. By this constraction theindex-char-
acters upon each two adjacent sheets appear
side by side, so that the total length of the
exposed parts of the sheets bearing the index-

- characters 1s twice as wide but only half as
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long as in similar indexes as heretofore usually
constructed.

perspective view of a file illustrating my in-

vention.

- Thetemporary file herein shown is ofa form
for which a patent has heretofore been granted s5s
tome. In the sald file, Ais the base-board, to

which is attached a base-plate, B, for the sup-

port of the paper-holding wires of the file.

C Care two vertical parallel receiving-wires,
rigidly secured to the base A, and D D are 60
two arched transfer-wires, mounted rotatably
in the base-plate B back of the wires C C. The
upper portions of the wires D D are bent or
arched,as shown,so that the ends of the arched
pmtlons meet the upper ends of the wires C 6 5
C. The wires Cand D together form two equal
arches in parallel planes, adapted to be opened
and closed by a rotary motion of the vertical
parts of the wires D in the base-plate B, by
which movement the said wires D may be 70
swung laterally away from or toward the wires
C. The ends of the wires D D are preferably
constructed to swing outward away from the
receiving-wires (, means being provided for
connecting the said wires D within the base- 75

plate B, so constructed that when one arched

wire 18 turned the other will also be turned,
preferably in the opposite direction. Such
devices are fully set forth in the patent re-
ferred to, and need not be further described 8o
herein. T'wo upright gage-wires, E, are
shown in the drawings as fixed in the plate A
behind the wires C, fm guiding the papers up-
on the said wires. Such gllldP wires are not,
however, essential. 85
I is an index composed of a series of pref-
erably stout paper sheets or strips, apertured

to freely fit the wires C C, and extendmg ab -

one side of the base-board A to the edge
thereof, so that they will project at such side ole
beyond the marﬂlns of the papers upon the
file.

In the form of device 1llustrated the in-
dex congists of a series of relatwely narrow
strips arranged transversely of the board gs
A, and eateudmw at their ends and at one
side of the board S0 as to project beyond
the papers in the file, as before mentioned.

In this case the first two strips and each suc-
ceeding two strips are of equal width; butthe 100
lower one, as f’ of each two is enoucrh longer,

In the accompanying drawing is shown a ! as indicated at 2 than the superposed one, 7”5




letter upon the upper one.
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- than that above it to reveal its index-letter.
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- the 1ndex-strip nearest the beginning of the
s

“the wires D and upon the vertical parts there-

30

~ which the wires are agaln closed and anothcr- |

- all the papers have been pl&eed upon the ﬁle,
- 8sald ‘papers and the index-strips which are
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connection with the form of temporary file
herein shown is as follows: In placing papers

tial letter are preferably apph(,d to the wires
- C, beneath the strip bearing the

1nitials.

331,259

to reveal the letter thereon at the right of the | perposed papers and strips are lifted and

Hach two of the
unequally-long strips 18 wider, also, than the
next two above them, 80 as to leav exposed
portions f3, upon _Whl_(‘h letters are placed, said

letters being.revealed below those on the super-
posed two index-strips. By this construction
the widest of the index-strips will extend only

half as far toward the foot of the file-board as
they would do if each sheet were made wider

This is a material advantage, as mll be- ap-

The operation of the device illustrated in

upon the file, the papers having a given ini-

said letter;
and for convenince, when many papers. are
to be filed they are grouped according to their
In the operation of p]acma the pa-
pers upon the file the arches are closed and

alphabet 1s lifted with the superposed papers, |
11 any, and is thrown over the arched part Of

of. The latter wires are then rotated to open
the arches, and the papers having the proper
initial are ‘dropped upon the wires C, after

index-strip lifted, and so on as before. . After

then upon the wires D are returned to the
wires C, so as to rest npon the board A inthe
usual manner.

‘When 1t is desired to 11’18];){3013 or insert a
sheet at or to remove a sheet from any part of

the pile of papers held upon the file, the su- |

transferred to the vertical parts of the wires D.
The paper which 18 uppermost may then be
seen; or, if a paper 1s to be inserted or re-
moved, the arches may be opened for that
purpose and then closed,after which the trans-
ferred papers may be returned to the wires C.

When a permanent filing-case is used in
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connection with a temporary file, above de-

‘seribed, or when the papers are to be other-
wise disposed of, the Index-sheets may be

transierred with the papers and serve, when

they are placed in the permanent file or else-

where, to facilitate the inspection or ﬁndlng
of any one of such papers.

The use of the index: abov'e deserlbed 1S
{ contemplated 1n connection with any file hav-

33

ing stationary wires and transfer wires or tubes

for temporarily receiving the papers from the -
stationary wires, and the operation of the in-
dex will obviously be the same insuch caseas
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when used in connection with the particualar _' |

device described. _
I claim as my invention—

The combination, with the receiving- wires
of afile, of a series of index sheets or strips.
loosely fitted upon the wires and arranged in
| pairs ofequal width, each pairbeing of greater.
width than the pfur above if, and the lower

strip of each pair being loncrel than the super-
posed strip of the pair, substantlally as and
for the purpose set fmbh | ,

In testimony that I claim the foremmg aS

my invention I affix my sig nature in presence
of two witnesses. .

JAMES S. SHANNON.

Witnesses:
C. CLARENCE Poo1.

O1L1vER E. PAGIN.

P,
g™
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