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To all whom it ma i/ CONCEFTL:

Be it known that I, HowARrD S. PAINE a
citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Albany,in the county of Albany and
State of New York, have invented certain new
and useful Impmvements in Douche Appa-
ratus, of which the following is a specifica-

tion, reference being had bherem to the ac-

companying drawmws
This i1nvention relates to appfn,ratus for

. douche and injection purposes; and it consists
of an 1nclined rest or support f01 the patient,

with certain devices and attachments, sub-
stantially as hereinafter described, it belnfr
intended for use in the prolonged appllc&tlon
of the hot-water douche, and for other pur-
poses.

In the accompanying dr awmgs, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of my 1mpr0ved douche

apparatus 1n proper position with a receiving-

vessel. Fig. 2 represents a sectional front
view of the apparatus. Fig. 3 represents a
plan view of the same. Flcr 4 reypresents a

central longitudinal Sectlon Figs. 5 and 6

show side and plan views of a modlﬁcatlon in

the construction of the device. Fig. 7 repre-
sente a cushion used In connection with the
apparatus.

Itis well understood by medical pmetltmuers
thata properly-constructed doucheapparatus,
particularly for the application of hot water,
should provide for the support of the _'[)‘113161113

inareecumbent and easy position,with the hips

- slightly elevated.
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In case the patient is con-
fined to the bed the apparatus should be easy
of adjustment under the bed-clothing, with no
other change of position than the necessary
elevation of the hips, and should not require
the patient to be placed at the edge of the bed

~with the feet supported outhrdly therefrom,

thereby requiring unnecessary lifting change
of position, exposure of the feet or llmbs to
dratts or cold, thereby involving risk of ag-
gravation in cases of acute mﬂammatlon or
after operations.
structed as to secure thoroughand perfect ap-
plication without liability to overflow or wet-
ting the clothing or beddlng |

The object of this invention isto provide as
nearly as may be a perfect apparatus for
douche or injection purposes, more particu-

It should also be so con-

e
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side when 1In use, as it might do when

appliance shall support the patient comfort-
ably in an inclined position, the hips being
somewhat elevated. It shall also be easﬂy
adjustable as to elevation, without disturbing
the patient, removing the coverings, or lia-
bility to wetting the bedding or clothing, the
water or fluid used being who]ly conveyed
away by thorough dra,maﬂ‘e

The douche appamtus conmsts of these es-

sential parts: The base or foundation A may

be a substantial plate or a simple frame. Tt

must be made of sufficient length and breadth

tosupport the elevated 1:)01131011 or rest and the
recelving-vessel, and prevent settling or tilt-
ing when placed over a soft or yleldmﬂ* bed
or mattress. The inclined part C,forming the
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rest,is coupled abt or near its lower end to base

A, I6is. acljustable and 18 sapported in an
Inelined position, rising from the lower to the
upper or forward end. The degree of eleva-
tion may be increased or diminished, accord-
ing to the requirements of 1nd1v1du&]1 cases.
As a means for regulating the degree of ele-
vatlon,a supporting cross-piece, B, is shown,
which is hinged to and passes transverselv

‘across the ba&.e A, and engages along the un-
der side of the rest C with cleats or notches,
‘a8 shown 1In the figure; but any suitable ad-

Jjusting device for regulating the degree of
elevation will answer the purpose as well

- The inclined part C is as broad and rather
more than half as long as the base A, Itis
designed tobeof sufficient length and breadth
to comfortably support the body of a patient
from the hips to the shoulders. The upper
surface of this inclined portion of the appara-

from end to end, in order to meet special re-
qu1rements hereinafter stated.

The concavity of the upper surface of the
elevated part (shown in Fig. 2) has a special
purpose. The’ thickness is greatest at the
edges, in order to afford the pa,tlenb more com-

fortable support, to give a feeling of greater

steadiness and security, and to plevent rolling
or slipping off by supporting the sides of the
body 1n case the apparatus should tilt to one
placed
over a spring-mattress or other soft or yield-
ing material.

The outline of the upper surface of the ele-

larly in the apphcamon of hot water, which | vated portion orrest is made convex from end
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tus is concave from side to side and convex
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to end to conform, as nearly as may be, to the |

natural curves of the spine. The convexity,
however, is not uniform, the highest portion--
that of the greatest thickness—being at a point
nearest the upper or curved edge of the in-
clined rest, as-indicated by x, Figs. 1 and 4,
from which point the thickness diminishes to-

- ward both ends.
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- a, 18 cut away to correspond in form to the
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The upper or forward end of the elevated
portion of the rest or support is concave from
side to side, as is shown at S, Fig. 3. This
curved edge is designed to counform trans-
versely to the natural contour of the lower
portion of the back, and is such as to prevent
discomfort on the part of the patient by any
undue pressure in one part more than in an
other.

The 1nclined rest is furnished with a suita-
ble form of upholstering, (represented by a
cushion, I'ig. 7,) the object being to provide
comfortable and uniform sapport, and may be
either fixed or removable, . Its forward -end,

concavity of the free or upper end of the ele-
vated portion, and is also protected from in-

jury from the drip by a piece of water-proof

covering, (represented by 0.)
A receiving-vessel, V, of suitable dimen-

sions is supported by a bow or rod, I, bent to fit

underneath 1ts outer rim, the two ends of the
bow or rod being fastened to the front portion
of the 1nclined rest. Thereceiving-vessel is so
adjusted as to be easily removed and restored
to 1ts proper place, also to be readily change-
able in position, so as to discharge its contents
at the end or at either side, over the base A.

I'he receiving - vessel may be constructed of |

any sultable material, or in any suitable form
which will effectually collect all the drip as
1t passes from the body of the patient. The

recelving-vessel is furnished with a discharge- |

pipe of dimensions large enough to insure an

uninterrupted flow of its contents into the re- .

ceptacle below. By removing the receiving-
vessel with a discharge-pipe and substituting
one having no outlet the apparatus can be
used as a bed-pan and for rectum-injection

purposes.
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D1s a curved guard or flange, which, ex-

tending downward from the curved edge S

of the upper or free end of the elevated por-
tion, and being over and at the same time

within the rim of the receiving-vessel, diverts |

and conveys the drip as it falls from the body
of the patient into the receiving-vessel.

The fountain-pail F (represented in connec-
tlon with this douche apparatus) is nlaced at
2 sultable height above the level of the pa-
tient to give a sufficient flow to the hot water
or other fluid used. An ordinary rubber

tube of small size serves to convey the hot wa-
ter or other fluid to the body of the patient,
and is provided with an ordinary shut- off
or clamp, ¢, by means of which the flow may
be easily regulated and controlled by the pa-
tient.

A modification in the construction of the
apparatus 1s shown in Figs. 5 and 6, the in-

clined rest being fastened permanently to the

base H, and supported at a suitable elevation
by the fixed piece G, and the cleats m serve

to keep the receiving - vessel in its proper

In this form of construction the for-
ward end of the rest is at the elevation most
frequently required, being about four inches.

1t is obvious that the apparatus, including
the receiving-vessel, may be molded or con-
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structed of a single piece of any suitable ma- |

terial.
The construction of this apparatus gives

complete, equal, and comfortable support to

the back and body of the patient while reclin-
ing thereon. ltprovides for aslight elevation
of the hips above the level of the body. It
can easily be adjusted without liability to ex-
posure of the person to cold, drafts of air, or
danger from wetting the bedding or cloth-
ing, and, while simple and durable, it claims
to be superior in all its essential elements to
that of any other instrument ever offered for
the purposes intended to be accomplished.

I claim—

1. In a portable douche apparatus, an in-
clined rest for the body of a patient, provided
with a concavity at its upper end to receive

the lower part of the body, in combination

with a suitable support therefor, substantially
as set forth and described.

2. In a douche apparatus, an inclined rest
or support, with its upper surface made con-

vex lengthwise, and concave from side to side, -

in comblination with a base, A, to which it is
secured, and a suitable receiving-receptacle
for the digcharged fluid, substantially asshown
and described. -

3. In combination with a base, A, an in-
‘clined rest having its elevated front end made

concave, and provided with a flange, D, sub-
stantially as set forth and described. o

4. An inclined rest for douche purposes,
having its front or elevated end made concave
at S, and provided with a bent rod, B, to hold
a receiving-vessel, substantially as shown and
described. | - -

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses. ~

Witnesses:
ARMAND DE POTTER,
HoRrACE M. PAINE.
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