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lo all whom it may concern : .
Be it known that I, CHRISTOPH MUSSEL,
of South Bend, in the county of St. Joseph and

and useful Improvements in Corking Devices
tor Vessels; and I do hereby declare that the
following is afull, clear, and exact deseription
thereof, reference being had to the accompany-

ing drawing, and to the letters of reference |
marked thereon, which form part of thisspeeci--

fication, in which the figure is a plan view,

partly in section, of the improved corking

device applied to a barrel in position to di-
rect the cork into the bung-hole of the same.

This invention is an improved corking de-
vice adapted to aid in filling casks or kegs

with beer or other fermented liquid; and it

consists in the construction and novel arrange-
ment of parts hereinafter described, and
pointed out in the appended claims.

Referring to the accompanying drawing by
letter, A designates the device, composed of
thetubularsections Band B, the latter adapted

to slide partially into the former. The sec-
tion B has on its end which is arranged to lie
against the keg a circumferential groove, into
which a corresponding flange, ¢, of the ring-
washer C enters, securing the washer to the
end of the section, as shown.

D is a branch tube standing out from the
side of the section B, and controlled by the
valve d. The end of the tube is adapted to be
connected to the end of a length of rubber or
other proper tubing. ' -

d’ is a circumferential shoulder on the sec-

tlon B, on the side of the tube D opposite that
on which the ring-washer lies. The outer end,
E, of the section B is externally threaded, as
shown. The outer end of the section B’ is
funnel-shaped, as shown, and the bore of its
straight part is slightly conical from without
inward, so that the cork X may be compressed
as 1t is forced inward.

F is a screw - cap, internally threaded to

screw on the end E of thesection B, and packed

within at f to make the joint between the sec-

tions air-tight. -
His a yoke having a central opening, which

surrounds the section B and lies upon the

50 shoulder d. The ends A of the yoke are so
formed as to be made fast to ropes or cords, |

being large enough for them to enter.

| which are arranged to hold the device upona

keg, so that the ring-washer will make an air-

tight joint over a cork-hole therein.
State of Indiana, have invented certain new |

In practice two of the corking devices are
used, one over a cork-hole at or near the bot-
tom of the keg and one over a cork-hole at or
near the top of the same. The beer is ad-
mitted through a tube connecting with the one
near the bottom, and the air escapes through a
tube connecting the one near the top with any
proper receptacle. o

The manner of using the devices is as fol-
lows: When each is bound over its proper

hole, the sections B' are drawn outwardly until ¢

the corks, which have been forced downward

‘and into their lower ends, are outward of the

branch tubes D, the valves d of which are then
opened, allowing the beer to flow in and the
alr out of the keg. - 'When the latter is full, the
sections B’ are shoved clear inward against

the keg, the valves d closed, and the corks X

are driven out of the ends of the sections B
into the cork-holes, in which they expand lat-

erally and securely hold, they baving been

compressed In the section B’, and the holes

The
devices are then detached from the keg and

attached to the succeeding one. The corks'

are preferably forced out by a rod, I, having

upon 1t a shoulder, ¢, which strikes against
the outer edge of the section B and prevents
the rod from forcing the cork too far inward.
Having described my invention, I claim—
- 1. Inthecorking device A, the combination
of the tubular section B, provided with the
branch escape-tube D, having one end exter- -
nally threaded, and the other end provided
with the ring - washer C, adapted to lie upon
and form an air-tight joint with the cork-hole
of a keg or similar vessel, the tubular section
B, adapted to slide within the section B till
its Inner end is flush with the outer surface of
the ring-washer, provided with a bore slightly

conical, so that the cork will be compressed gs

when driven inward, and will be held within
1ts 1nner end, and having its outer end open
and funnel-shaped, and the serew-cap F, sub-
stantially as specified. -

2. The corking device A, composed of the
tubular section B, having the ring rubber

washer C on its outer end, threaded at its in-
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ner end, and provided with the shoulder ' and | In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 10
the branch tube D, having the valve d, the | my own I affix my mgnabure in presence of
tubular section B/, shdmg partially into the | two witnesses.

section B, having its outer end funnel- shaped , o
and the bore of its straight portion slightly CHRISTOPH MUSSEL.

conical, thescrew-cap F,engaging thethreaded
end of the section B, and the yoke H, all con- Witnesses:

structed and arr anged to operate substa,ntmlly JAMES DU SHANE,
as and for the purpose specified. | - J. GEO. ROTH.
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