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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, CyrUs LiBBY, of Aus
tin, in the county of Cook and State of Tllinois,
heve invented certain new and useful Improve

mentsinshoes; and I dohereby declare that the

following is a fu11 clear and exact description

| thereof reference being had to the accom-

panying drawings, and to the letters of refer-
ence marked thereon, which form a part of
thig specification.

This invention relates to shoes of that class

which are high enough to embrace the ankles,

and 16 18 more particularly 11:1tended for use in
ladies’ boots or gaiters.

The invention consists in the matters here-
inafter set forth and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view ifrom the back mde of the shoe, the ver-
tically-divided top being unlaced and thelapel
which folds about the back of the ankle being
turned forward to show more plainly the inte-
rior construction. Fig. 2 is a side elevation
(inside view) of the shoe partly laced. Fig.3
is a side elevation (outside view) of the shoe,
with the lapel drawn around the ankle as when
laced, and also showing the instep-lapel un-
fastened and raised.

In a former patent, No. 189 476, granted to
me April 10, 1877, the outer ankle portion
is shown d1v1ded vertlcally in the rear from
the top down to the counter, and thence for-

ward and horizontally on each side to points .

opposite about the front of the heel, the two
lapels thus formed pelng fastened to each other
at the rear over an inner back ankle-piece
and side elastic gores. The shoe or gaiter thus
constructed is not well adapted to ladies’ use.

In the present invention the ankle-exten-

- 8lon is ver tically divided at one side, and but
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a single lapel is present therein belng formed
by a horizontal division of the said ankle-ex-

tension running from the lower extremity of
the said vertical division around the back to
the opposite side. There is, as shown, an in-

side back ankle-piece continuons with the
counter, and also vertically shallow gores,

which are desirably, though not for all pur-
poses of my Invention necessarily, employed
to connect the said back ankle-piece with the

5¢ upper in front thereof.

Refeulng to the drawings for a better un-
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‘between two thlck nesses of the upper.

derstanding of my invention, A is the counter.
B 1s the lapel, having free edges at b d'. C is
the inner back ankle-piece, provided with a
finger-strap, ¢, and D D are elastic gores con-

--'neetmﬂ the ankle-piece C with points of the

shoe-upperfarther forward, Eisthefront part
of the shoe-top, which is continuous with the

lapel B on the outside of the shoe, and, as

shown, has a lap, e, attached thereto on the
1n81de, which projects beyond the vertical free
edge ¢’ thereof, and underlies the laced or but-

toned vertical joint at which the lapel meets

the edge of the front E. The elastic gores D

are desirably present because they operate to
make a snug fit about the ankle, and also to
keep the upper drawn back Smoethly upon
the instep. Their mode of attachment is ob-

vious from the drawings, being there shown as

stitched to the front edge of the back ankle-
piece, G, and let into a slit through the lining
of the front portion of the upper and stitched,
as shown, both on this vertical edge and on
the lower edge, which 1s similarly confined

ployed, the gores D need be only, say, aninch
or so in height, though, if preferred, they may

If em-
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be higher or. lewer or they may be lower at

the front than at theTear. The counter A is

‘pretferably only high enough to admita proper

stiffening, to facilitate putting on the shoe and
removing 1t from the foot. |

Constructed substantially asshown and above
described,the shoe presents asmooth surface at

the rear and one free from fastenings at this .

point,which would either mar its appearance
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or would be likely to cateh upon the garments

of the wearer. For these reasons it is partic-
ularly adapted for ladies’ use. - The ankle
portion of the shoe being side- laeed or but-
toned, may, of course, by such means be ad-
Justed to the ankle.

To adjust the upper to the foot aver the in-
step, 1 prefer to provide a slit therein, run-
ning from the foxing or a point over or a little
above the ball toa point at or near the ankle-
curve, and a flap with button-holes in its free

edge covering this slitand engaging with but-

tons, the 1:)031131011 of which may be changed,
as 18 now often done in button-boots. - ThlS

construction is shown in Figs. 1 and 3, wherein

F is the flap, f the slit, and f’ the buttene
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- 18 vertically divided on one side from a point

This flap will, of course, be unbuttoned only
when 1t71s desired to change the position of
the buttons, the side openings being relied on
for putting the shoe off and on.

I do not restrict myself to the use of any
particular kind of fastening for the side open-
ing of the shoe nor to the exact details in

~other particulars of construction.

I elaim as my invention—
1. The combination, with a shoe-top which

at or near the counter upwardly, and is hori-

zontally divided from the lower extremity of
sald vertical division toa point on the opposite
side of the shoe, of a rear underlying ankle-
piece which rises from the counter and side
gores attached at their rear marging to said
ankle-piece and at their front margins to the

shoe-top, one in front of the vertical division |
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opposite side of the shoe, substantially as de-

scribed.
2. In a high shoe having its top or ankle

-pOrtion divided vertically elsewhere than at

the front, a vertical slit located over the in-

step, an external lapel attached to the upper

at one side of said slit and covering the slit
and buttons on the opposite side of the upper

‘and the other at a corresponding point on the 20
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for engaging the free edge of the lapel, sub- -

stantially as described. .

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my Invention I affix my signature in presence
of two witnesses. . |

CYRUS LIBBY.

Witnesses:
M. E. DAYTON,
JESSE CoX, Jr.
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