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To czZZ wham it may concerw:

Be it known that I, DAVID WHITALL (FAR-

cester and State of New Jersey, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Bill-

Files; and I do hereby declare the following
t0 be a full, clear, and exact deseription of the
invention, Such as will enable others skilled

in the art to which 1t appel tains to make and

o use the same.
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bill-files.

My 1nvent10n relates to an rmprovement in
- Hitherto in that style of bill-filein
which uprights and curved wires have been
arranged to act in conjunction the curved
wires have been constructed to turn laterally

- outof their contact with the uprights in order
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to allow a bill to be put on or taken off the
spikes. 'This construction, whiie it obviates
many of the objections urged against the more
common forms—such as the single upright
spike and the spring-actuated clamp—is nev-

- ertheless found to be objectionable, as the
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swinging of the curved wire tends graduaally
to loaseu them and render thelr contact w1th
the uprights imperfect. -

- The object of my present invention is t0-
provide a bill-file which shall be free from the

objectionable features of those hitherto con-
structed, and which will admit of a ready ad-

20 justment and removal of the bills or papers

theretrom, and will hold the papers thereon

- 1n such a position that they may be readily

turned over into a position to be conveniently
read, and in which a perfect contact between

the pomts of the uprights and curved wires

shall be maintained. A further object 1s to

‘provide a neat, snnple and inexpensive de-

~ vice.
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With these ends in view my invention con-
sists in certain features of construction and

- ceombinations of parts, as will be hereinafter
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described, and pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a view of the device with parts in a positionto
receive a bill or other paper. Fig.21sa view
of the same in locked adjustment with papers
on file, representing also the manner of turn-
ing them over to read; and Fig. 3 Is a sectional
view through one of the curved wires and its
COI‘I‘ESpOI]dlI]ﬂ‘ spike or uprlght showing the
manner of {astening thesaid wire and upright
within the base, -

actuated by a spring,

A represents the base.

When eonstructed of wood
alone, it should be composed of two or more
layers with grains crossed, to prevent warp-
Ing. 1ts size and shape are immaterial, pro-

‘vided only that it shall form a rest sufficiently

broad and stable to be convenient for the class
of paper which it is tofile. Two uprights, B,
scarfed at their upper ends to form Sharp
rounded points, having

the edge. - The uprights B may be either hol-
low or solid, as found most convenient.

eted or otherwise secured to a metallic

Between the two uprights B and
the edge of the base the base is provided with

a slot, D in which a movable section of the
‘base, d 1s adapted to slide toward and away
The sliding section d is’

I, for example, the ten-
sion of which tends to hold the sliding section

from- the uprights.

in its nearest adjustment to the uprights. The
spring Ii here shown 18 secured at one end in
a socket formed 1inthe edge of the slot toward
the uprights, and at the other end to the end
of the slide d; but a spring might be located
at the oppositeend of the slide and constructed

to act expansively in holding the slide toward’

the uprights, and 1t 1s evident that springs
of various forms might be successfully em-
ployed. 'The portion of the base located di-
rectly over the position occupied by the
spring K is preferably constructed so as to be

readily removed for the purpose of renewing
the spring when the latter becomes injured or
The movable section d may also be

worn.
constructed of a thickness corresponding to
the thickness of the two upper layers of the
base and adapted to slide on the lower layer.
A pair of guard-wires, ¥, are firmly set in the
slide 1n positions correspondmg to the up-

rights and & suitable distance therefrom, as
shown.

ends being flattened on the front sides and
| their pomts squared, as shown at f'ywhereby

lat rear sides and
transverse shoulders, as shown at b, are firmly

‘set in the base at a convenient dlstance from

It may be made of

:an upper and lower layer of wood and a mid-
die layer of metal and wood, or of metal alone,
or either the upper or ]0W61 layer, or both,
‘may be of metal.
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They
are rigidly seeured to the base by being riv-

plate |
0, located betweenthe npperand lower layels

-of the base.
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The upper ends of the wires F are

‘bent over in curved form, as shown at f, their




they are adapted to rest in centaet with the

- flattened and shouldered portions of the points
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of the uprights. The wires F are secured to
the slide d by being riveted or otherwise se-
cured to a metallic plate, G, located between
the upper and lower layers of the slide. This

-method of attaching the uprights and wires

to the base and slide hides the attachment from
view, and the whole presents a neat finished
appearance, while the attachment is secure
against any liability to work loose. To secure
a perfect contact between the points of the up-
rights and the ends of the curved wires, and
thereby insure a smooth joint between the up-
rights and curved wires, the points of the up-
rights and ends of the curved wires are mag-

- netized.
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For convenience in sliding the movable
section of the base backwardly to disengage
the curved wires from the uprights, a narrow
strip or block, #, is glued or otherwise secured
to the movable section near its edge to form
a rest for the finger. A Dbill or other piece of
paper is hooked on thé two uprights by press-
ing the wires a short distance back. .As soon

-as the pressure is removed, the wires auto-

matically resume their normal positions, with

~ their ends iIn contact with the points of the
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uprights, thereby preventing any possibility

of the papers becoming displaced. When it |

- is desired to turn any of the upper papers out
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of the way to read a lower paper, they are
readily slipped over the curved portions of
the wires down onto the stems of the same
out of the way. 8o, too, as the uprights be-
come too full they may be cleared by slipping

‘all or a portion of the pepers thereon over
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onto the wires.

Instead of placmg the uprlghts on the main
base A and the wires on the sliding section,
the wires may be placed on the base and the
uprights on the sliding section, and other
changes in the construction and ar rangement

of the parts might be resorted to w1thout de- -

= .

331,125

[ parting from the spirit and scope of my in- 45

vention; hence I do not wish to limit myself
strictly to the construcblon herein set forth;
but,
| walng fully deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desn:'e to secure by Let- 5o
ters Patent, 18—

1. The combmatmn with a two -part base,
one part being mevebly secured to the other
of a spike secured to one section, a curved |
wire secured to the other section, and a Spring 55

engaging the two sections for yleldm gly hold-
Ing the upper end of the wire in contact with

the upper end of the spike.

2. The combination, with a two-part base,
one part being movably secured to the other, 6o
of the spikes secured to one part of said base
and provided with shouldered upper ends,

‘the curved wires secured to the other part of

the base, and a spring engaging the two see-

tions for yleldingly holding the upper ends of 6 5

the wires in contact with the upper ends of
the spikes. |

3. The combmatwn with a two -part be,se,
the metal plates secur ed within said sections,
and the spikes and wires secured to their re-
spective blocks, of the spring interposed be-
tween the sections of the base, substantially
as seb forth. -

4. In a bill-file, the combmamou with a
two-part base, a spike secured to one part of 75
the base, and a curved-wire guard secured to :
the other part of the base, the upper ends of
said spike and gunard being magnetized, of the -
spring for moving the wire guard and its sec- |
tion of the base toward the 8p1ke, substan 8o
tially as set forth. -

In testlmony whereof I have signed thls
specification in the presence of two SlleCI‘lb
ing witnesses.

DAVID WHITALL GARRIGUES

Witnesses:

WM. D. ScortrT, )
'ROBERT M. BURROWS.
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