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- To all whom it may concern:

~ Be it known that I, JosEpH T. DUNHAM, 2
citizen of the United St-ates, and a r_eSIdent of
Brooklyn, Kings county, New York, have in-

vented certain Improvements in Envel()pes of

_ which the following is a specification.

10

15

20

25

30

35

50

My invention relates to an envelope designed
primarily for use as an envelope for mailing

-samples and other like matter, and for use as

a tag for marking goods to be shipped. An
envelope for mailing samples must, in order
to be subject only to postage-rates as third-
class matter, be left nnsealed; and it has been
customary to provide envelopes of this char-
acter with a sealing-flap at one end and a flap
secured by a string or paper fastener at the
other end; but in order to get at the contents
of the envelope for examination it has been
necessary to untie the string or remove the
fastener, both of which must be carefully re-
placed. My invention obviates these difficul-

‘ties by rendering the removal of the fasten-

Ings unnecessary, by reason of the peculiar

-construction of the envelope.

In the drawings which serve to illustrate

my invention, Figure 1 is a back view of my
improved envelo;pe as 1 prefer to make it for

use as a malling-envelope for samples. Fig.
218 a longltudmal mid-section of same, but
showing the flaps folded down. Fig. 3 is a

similar section to Fig. 2, showing the top flap

secured by a paper fastener and the envelope

partly opened for examining the contents.
Fig. 4 1s a view similar to Fig. 3, but showing
a string employed for securing the top flap in
lien of a paper fastener. Fig. 5 shows metal-
lic eyelets in lieu of the disk or washer re- en-
foreing eyelets shown in the previous figures.
Fig. 6 “Shows my improved envelope as I pre-
fer to construct it for use as a tag and envel-
ope, the bottom flap in this case being secured
by a metallic eyelet.

Referring to Figs. 1, 2, and 3, A is the body
of an envelope, of any deswed size and pro-
portions, and made from any suitable material,

‘but usually of some tough kind of paper.

This body has two ““plies’’ or thicknesses—
one forming the front ¢ and the other the

‘back b.

In Fig. 1a triangular portion of the front
@ 18 seen at each end of the bhack .

B is what I call the ‘*bottom flap,” and C

is what 1 call the ‘““top flap.”” In closing the
envelope these flaps are folded on the dotted
lines x x, as will be well understood. The g3
bottom flap, B, is or may be provided with a
coat of gum, ¥y, to make it self-sealing.

I'ne front ¢ of the envelope has a hole, ¢,
punched 1n it quite close to the end of the |
back b, as seen at the left in Fig. 1, and this 6c -
hole is re-enforced by a washer, d, gummed to =~
the face of the envelope. The flap C has also
a hole, ¢, punched in it in a position to reg-
1ster Wlth the hole ¢ when the flap C is folded
down, as in Fig. 2, and this hole 1S re- enforced- 65
by a washel d. |

The envelope may be fumlshed to the trade -
with the flap C turned down and secured by a
paper fastener, e, as in Kig. 3, or any other
suitable fastemng The flap b 1s left unsealed, 7o
and the user inserts the material to be mailed
at the bottom and seals down flap B, in order
to close the filling-aperture. The ﬂap C and
the washers d d’ overlap the end of the back
b, and thus secure this end of the envelope 75
from being accidentally opened and the con-
tents lost; but the examining official at the
post-office may with very little trouble open
the envelope at this end by bending back the
flap C and the washer thereon far enough to 8o
enable him to draw out the end of back b, (as
in Fig. 8,) and thus gain aceess to the interior.

A fter examination the parts may be returned
to their normal position.

Fig. 5 shows metal eyelets as substitutes for 85
the washers d d'.  Where these are used, I
usually make the ﬂan C longer, so as to 1a,p
over farther on the envelope back b, as these
eyelets do not provide such an extent of clamp-
ing-surface as the washers. The washers dd” go
are usually made from thick tough paper, and
cemented to the envelope w1th a waber- proof
cement. These may be replaced by metallic
washers secured by clinched -clips. Where |
the flap Cis secured by a readily- -applied fast- 95
ening, the bottom flap, B, might be sealed
down in the m‘mufa,ctme, thus leaving the
other end open for the insertion of the matter

to be mailed, the flap C to be secured by the

user after fi lhnﬂ the envelope. The flap O 100

might be convenlently secured by a string, ¢,
| as indicated in Fig. 4; and where the envelope
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is to be used as a tag for marking goods to be | flap sealed; but in these the fastenin'g device

shipped this string may

I may sometimes gum the flap C to the ex-

posed portion of the inner face of the front

¢, but this I do not consider necessary; and I
may also, where the envelope is to be used
as a tag and is liable to rough usage in hand-
ling, gum the corners of flap C lightly to the

back b, to prevent its being too easily bent.

back; but this sealing, if used, should be of
such a character as to be readily broken by

- the insertion of the finger under flap C.

~In Iig. 6 I show the envelope as I prefer

to construct it for use as a tag. In this con-
struction the bottom flap, B, is permanently
secured by an eyelet, f, that passes through
and 1s-clinched. This is better than sealing

 with the ordinary gum, as the flap will not
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be freed by dampness. The bill or invoice is

to be inserted at the other end and the flap C
secured by the string or wire whereby the tag

is attached to the goods.

Having thus described my invention, I do-

not claim the use of the washers d, broadly,
as these have long been used on tags; nor do

1 claim the fastening together of envelopes

20

by means of clinched eyelets in lieu of gum,
as this i8 not new. .
~As I have before stated, mailing-envelopes

have been used having one flap tied or fast-
~ ened down in some similar way, and the other |

serve to attach the
envelope-tag to the goods. |

must be removed to get at the contents.

In

| my former patent, also, I showed a combined 55

tag and envelope, and this I make no claim.

to herein; but | |
‘What I claim as new is— | -
~ 1. An envelope having a flap, C, provided

with a re-enforced hole, ¢, and having a simi-- 40
lar hole, ¢, in the front ply of its body, and:

the said holes constructed to register or coin-

cide when the flap C is folded down, whereby
the end of the back ply, b, of the envelope:
body, which extends entirely across the lat-
ter, 1s clamped and removably secured, sub-
stantially as shown and deseribed. o

2. A mailing and tag envelope having a.

45

flap, C, folded over on and secured down to

the inner face of the front ply of .the body,
and said flap being also constructed to take

over the free end of the back ply of the body,

as shown, whereby the mouth of the envelope |

covered by said flap O is secured against ac-

' cidental opening, substantially as and for the

purposes set forth. |
In witness whereof I have hereunto signed
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my name in the presence of two subscribing

witnesses.

JOSEPH T. DUNHAM..

Witnesses: |
HENRY CONNETT,
ARTHUR C. FRASER.
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