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o all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, GeEorGE H. DUNN, a
citizen of the United States,residing at Greens-
burg, in the county of Decatur and State of

Indiana, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Bill-Files; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the mventlon
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.
This invention has forits objects,first, to pro-
vide an improved bill-file for filing bllls let-
ters, and similar papers which are wanted for
ready reference, and from which one or more

such papers may be readily removed without

disarranging others that may be on the file;
and, secondly, to combine with the bill-file 2
punch for punching the papers preparatory
to filing them.

The invention will first be descrlbed with
reference to the drawings, and then pointed
out in the claims. -

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the COomnl-
bined bill file and punch. Fig. 2 is a per-
spective view of the punch detached. |

A represents the base.

B isthe recelving-wire,attached at its lower
end to a plate, b, which is secured to base A.
This wire is Stralght for the greater portion
of itslength, and nearits top is bent,as shown,
1ts upper end being formed with a square
shouldered pin, 0.

C 18 the transfer -wire, seated on a rocking
plate, C'. This wire also is straight for a
portion of its length, and is then so bent as to
accurately meet the receiving-wire. Its outer
end 18 recessed for the reception of the square-
shouldered pin &, This form of pin is deemed
preferable to the conically-shaped pin hereto-

fore used 1n devices of this kind, in that it af-

fords asolid bearing for the end of the transfer-

wire, and produces asmooth close-fitting joint,

thereby preventing mutilation of the papers
in being moved from one wire to the other.

D D represent guides. These consist of
small wires, arched as shown, and inserted in
base A on either side of wires Band C. They
should belocated at an equal distance inwardly

~all around from sald wires, in order that they
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may form a guide and bearing for the papers
in whatever position they may be on the file.

- Mirepresents a clamp, constructed from a |

| single plece of wire, bent into.the form elearly

shown in the dnwmns The lower portion,e,
of the clamp,extendmg transvet sely of base A 55
is journaled in bearings ¢’ on each side of the
base, and is formed with a {J-shaped bend, ¢,

‘at about its center. QOutside of the bearmgs

the wire is slightly arched,carried to near.the
front end of base A, then bent inwardly at 6o
right angles,and the ends neatly and securely
Jolned.

K isa plate -spring, secured at one end to
base A, its free end overriding the U-shaped _
bend in the clamp. The purpose of clamp E 65
18 twofold—that is tosay, it serves to hold the
papers down to the base when they are on the
recelving-wire,and it also serves as a separator
when some of the papers are on the transfer-
wire. 7C
- G represents a plate secured to base A, hav-
ing its ends bent up at a right angle, and per-
forated to serve as bemmgs for arod, H. The
rocking plate ', hereinbefore mentloned has
1ts ends bent downwald at a right angle, "and 75
they, also, are perforated. Plate ', thus
formed,is Jusb long enough to fit snugly within
the upturned ends of plate Gz, and through the
perforations in both plates is inserted rod H.

On said rod 18 a coiled spring, I, aportion of 8o
which extends rearwardly from the rod and
bears against the under side of a lever, J, at-
tached to plate C'. The front end of the metal
strip from which the lever is formed is bent
down at a right angle directly in front of plate 35
(', forming a stop, K which, when the file is
closed, rests on plate G ther lebyr relieving strain
which would otherwise come upon thetransfer-
wire. Plate U, lever J, and stop K may all
be made from a single piece of metal, if pre- go
ferred. 'T'o theunderside ofleverdJ issecured

a punch, I, which operates in connection with
a perforated plate, M, secured to base A,which
latter is also perior ated directly under the hole
In plate M, to allow cuttings to pass through. g5

- Under p]ate (x 1s secured one end of a flat

spring, N, 1ts free end perforated and occupy-
ing,nor ma,l]y, apositionslightly above plate M,

This spring 18 for releasing the papers after
punching. The punch should be piaced the rco
same distance from plate G as the guides D are
inwardly from wires B and C, so that by plac-

1ng the papers to be punced an alnst sald plate

the holes will be made in the proper place to
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Punches have heretofore been mdependent

' ly mounted on the same base with the bill-file;

9

but in no construction with which I am ac-
qualnted bas there been a legitimate combina-

tion of the file ‘and punch. By myinvention

. IO

the punch i so combined with the file as to
make parts of one perferm functions of the
other.

Patent, is—

1. A bill-file composed of a receiving-wire
formed with a square-shouldered pin, a trans-
fer-wire formed with. a recess to receive said
pim,a. roeking plate on which the transfer-wire

is mounted, a lever and spring for operating |

sald plate, and a stop formed by bending the
end of the lever downward at aright angle, to
avoid strain on the transfer-wire.

2. Theceombination,witha transfe'r-wme and |

a.Tocking plate.on which said wire is mounted,
of a.lever and spring for operating said plate,

|
Having thus desceribed my invention, what I |
‘claim as new, and desire to.secure by Letters

base, perforated in line with the punch,for op-
eration therewith, substantially as described.

allow the paper to rest evenly against the | a punch secured to the lever, and a plate or 25
guldes. when on the file.

3. Inabill-file,the combination, with a receiv- -

ing-wire and a transfer-wire,of the two arched
guides mounted one on eitherside of said wires

-and at an equal distance inwardly all around
| from them, substantially as deseribed, and for

the pur]_:)OSP set forth.

4. The combination,with abase a 1ecelv1ng \'

wire, and a rocking transfer- W1re of a rect-

each side of the base, near the transfer-wire,

' and extending forwam of the receiving-wire, . -
‘and a spring for operating the clamp, substan- -~
tially as described, and for the purpos& set 40

forth.

In. presence of two witnesses.
GEORGE HEDFORD DUN N

Witnesses: |
MARSHALL GROVER
MONROE T, MOSS.. _
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In testimony whereof I affix my Slgnature

35
angularly-shaped clamp journaled in lugs on.
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