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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Wirriam R. FIELD, of
New York city, in the county and State of New
York, have invented eertain new and useful
Improvements in Book-Holders, of which the
following is a specification, |

The invention is intended more particularly

for use in connection with pianos, parlor-or-

~ gans, and apalogous musical instruments for
10
~ 1n other situations.

The device automwtm&lly adj usts 1tself to
hold books of different thicknesses, holding
each open properly by a slender bar e:s:tendmﬂ'
across. It may be adjusted to come between
the lines or so near the bottom of the page as
to avold obscuring any portion. |

The accompanying drawings form a part of
this specification, and represent what I con-
sider the best means of carrying out the in-
vention.

Figure 1 is a persneetwe view, and Fig. 2
I8 a transverse section. Fig. 3 shows a modi-
fication in front elevation.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the ﬁﬂ*ures where they
OCCur.

A is a horizontal board, serving as a plat
- form on which the book is supported by rest-
30 ing 1ts lower edge thereon.

A’ is an upright board secured on the back
edge of A, and extending upward therefrom.

B 1s a swinging board mounted in front of
A’, with its upper edge engaged thereto by a
35 stllp of muslin, C, pasted upon each, and con-
nectmg A’ and B hingewise.

DD are e]astlcsmoralnary 100ps of soft vul-
canized rubber—each engaged around a pro-
jection, b, on the board B and a pr q]ectmn,

40 on the boa,rd A,

- & Gare swiveling links, Whlch turn on hori-
zontal pivots g, sunk in mor tisesinthe board A..

These links G may be turned into upright posi-

tions, in whichk case they will appear as posts;
45 or they may be turned in variously-inclined
posmlons, or sunk in the mortise, S0 as to be
‘nearly out of sight.

H 18 a cross-bar connecting the uppel ends
_ of the links (&, and connected thereto by piv-

50 ots . The cross-bar H, with the links G G,
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constitutes an adj ustable {frame, which may be | othermse orna,mentmg the surface.

holding the music-book; but it may be useful "

— |

nence.

‘upright board A,

forward by the elastics D, so as to hold the

set to hold the cross-bar H at various heights
or pressed down so as to be of little or no promi-
The swinging board B 18 of less thick-
ness than the fixed upright board A’. The 55
latter is recessed to allow the swing-board B
to sink Into 16. When the swing-board is thus
pushed back, its front surface lies flush with
the front surface of the adjacent portlons of
the upright A’.

LI arebuttons turmnﬂ' on pivots ¢, setin the
When the Swmg -board B
is pressed back to its fallest extent, the but-
tons I may be turned to hold it bhere In this
condition the swing - board is of no effect.
There may be ocecasions, especially when sheet-
musie is used, when it will be desired to dis- -
pense with the invention and hold the book by
other means.

To usethe invention, suppose it t¢ be prop-
erly placed on the piano or parlor-organ. The
music-book M is inserted in the properly open
condition behind the frame G H and between
1t and the swing-board B. The latter isdrawn
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book with proper firmness between 1tself and

the frame G H, whether the book be thick or.

thin. If the book is thiek, the swing-board
B 13 pressed back nearly in the plane of the
upright A’. If the book is thin, the board B
will swing forward to a corresponding extent.
Whatever the thickness of the book, theswing-
board B, actuated by 1its elastics D, will move
forward to hold it. The frame G H may be
adjusted higher or lower, so as to bring the !
cross-bar H on a blank portmn of the book.

The bar 1s so slender that it will not greatly

obstruct the use of the page, even if it extends

across a line of music or a line of reading,
Ordinarily the elastics will not be removed, go

| and the buttons I turned to hold theswinging

board B back, except when the devices are
lying stored or being transported.

Modifications may be made in theformsand
proportions of the detalls within wide limits 935
without departing from the principle or sac-
rificing the advantages of the invention. -

The swing-board B and the rigid upright
board A’ may be decorated either by scroll-
sawing .or otherwise making them open-
worked, or by painting, enameling, giiding, or
The back
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" the whole.

board, A’, may be conmderably ]onfrer than is ]

Shown

Parts of the 1nvent1011 ma;y be used w1th0ut
I can realize some of the advan-
tages by using springs in other forms than the
elastics shown. I'can dispense with the but-
tons 1. |

I have described the device as portable and

- prefertosoempley it, placingitinthe required

IO
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position on amusical instrument, musie-stand,

desk, writing-desk, or other situation where it
may be reqmred but it may be madeasa part

of a piano,organ, or other instrument, if de-
In such ccmse the platform A is the or-

sired.
dinary platform which receives the book, and

‘the upright A'is or may be the ordinary book-

rack, which foldsforward out of the way when
it 1s 1eq111red to close the instrument. Thin
leather may be employed instead of muslin to
make the hinge-connection between A’ and B.
Metal hinges may be employed, if preferred.
The bar H will serve successfully as a stop or

“holder for sheet-musiz when the swing-board

B 1s secured by the buttons I I in a flattened
condition and the frame G H has been com-
pletely turned down.

- L claim as my mventlon—

- 1. The board B, swinging on a hinge, C, in
combination with the horizontal board A, up-

right A’, links (G, and cross-bar H, and Wlth

- suitable SpLiI}ﬂ‘S urging forward the board B,

So as to gently compress books of various
thleknesses as herein specified. |

1
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2. In a portable book- holder the buttons I,
recessed upright A’, and swmﬂmg board B, 35
hinged at C, in combmatlon with each other
and with removable springs D, arranged for
3015113 operation, substantlally as herein speci-
fie

3. The book-holder . descrlbed harvmg the

40
horizontal board A, upright A’, swmg -board

B, hinge.C, springs D links G, and cross-bar
-H combined to constitute & portable device
| adapted to hold books of various thicknesses,

as herein specified.
4, Inabook-holder, as descllbed theswmg |

| ing board B, cut away to form lug b, and the
| base A, cut away toform lug a, combined with

the removable spring D and a stop, as & H,
as spec.fied.

5. In a book-holder, as descubed the com-
bination, with the 111:11st having narrow con-
necting cross-bar H, of the base A, mortised,
as shown, the links G being pwooed in said
mortises and the mortises being of a size to 35
receive the links when folded down, as set
forth. | _

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand, at New York clby, N. Y., this 11th
day of Septembel, 1884, in the presence of 6o
two subseribing witnesses.

50

W, R. .FIELD.
Witnesses: | |
M. F. BoYLE,

CHARLES R. SEARLE.
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