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Lo all whom tt may concerm: .
Be 1t known that I, GEORGE A. THOMPSON,
- acitizen of thé United States,residing at Wash-
ington, in the county of Franklin and State of
Missouri, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Brooms; and I do declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to the let-
ters and figures of reference marked thereon,
which forin a part of this specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
brooms of that class in which the straw may |
be readily renewed by theuser; and it consists
1n the details of construetion,arrangement,and
combination of the several parts, all as more
tally hereinafter set forth and claimed.

My invention is illustrated inthe accompa-
nying drawings, in which Figure 1 is a side
view, part in section, of my improvement.
Fig. 2 is a detail plan view of the cap. Fig.
3 represents the follower-bar in detail. Fig.
4 1s a detail view illustrative of the operation
of the locking-sleeve. Fig. 5 is a detail view
of the locking-sleeve. Fig. 6 is a detail side
view of the lower end of the handle and the
clamp, and Fig. 7 is an edge view of the han-
dle and clamp. - '

The clamp A. is secured to the lower end of
the handle B, and is provided with a lower
cross-bar, A’, and upper cross-bar, A2 side
bars, A* A% and a follower, C, having its ends
slotted at C" and fitted on and movable along
the side bars, A? between the lower and up-
Pper cross-bars. The lower cross-bar is pro-

-vided with openings a «, which are internally
threaded to receive the set-screws D, which
tarn through the openings ¢ and bear against
the under side of the follower C in such man-
ner as to adjust the follower toward and from
the upper cross-bar. o -

In operation the straw 18 placed crosswise

- 45 between the follower-bar and the upper bar,

-~ and projects alike inoppositedirections. By
turning the set-screws D up, the follower-bar

18 adjusted against the straw and binds the

same against the upper cross-bar and in posi-
tion. When so arranged, the broom may be
used for scrubbing or other desired purposes
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: independently of the cap E; but Iprefer touse
‘the cap, becaunse it bends the opposite ends of
the strawstoward each other and into position

for use as a sweeping-broom and retainsthem 55
in such position. The cap K is made in the
form of the head of abroom, and is placed and
movable on the handie down over the clamp.

In practice when the straw is worn out the

-cap is moved upabovethe clamp, thescrews D 60

are released, the old straw removed, new straw
inserted, and the screws tightened to c¢lamp
the follower-bar and fasten thestraw in place.
The cap is then moved down to the position

| shown in Fig. 1, bending the straw into proper 65

position to form a broom of the usual shape.
The cap is then fastened to the handle. This.
fastening may be accomplished by a screw, as
indicated in dotted lines, Fig. 4; but I prefer
to secure it by means of the locking-sleeve E,
operating in conjunction with a pin, ¢, on the
handle. This pin eisarranged nearthelower
end of the handle, and the capis properly slot-
ted or otherwise formed to permit it to move =
past the said pin or stud e, as will be nnder- 75
stood from Figs. 1, 2, and 4. The sleeve E'is
formed with aslot having wings Fand f. The .
wing I of the slotis cut from the lower end of

the sleeve in the direction of length of same,

and intersects the wing f, which is formed at Su
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right angles to the wing I, as shown.

In operation when the cap has beenmoved
to the position shown in Fig. 4, the locking-
sleeve is then moved downward, the pin or
stud eentering the wing F'until such pincomes
opposite the wing f, when the locking-sleeve
is given a partial rotation to bring it into po-
sition shown in Fig. 1, when the cap will be
secured i1n position, as shown in Kig. 1.

- By the construction described it will be seen
the broom may be supplied with fresh straw by
the user, and all stitching is prevented.

I prefer in practice to extend the cap suffi-
ciently forward below the clamp when in op-
erative position to serve as a stiffener for the
broom. '
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Having thus described my invention,what 1
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
A ! _

1. In a broom, a straw-clamping frame at-
tached to thehandleand composed of side bars,
a base-bar having threaded openings, a stop
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Cross-bar, a follower-bar shdmg at each end | whereby it may be adjusted into engagement
on the side bars, and clamping-screws turned | with the pin or stud and lock the cap in posi-
throngh the openings in the base-bar and | tion, substantially as set forth. :

- against the follower bar, substantmlly as seb In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein ..
5 forth. presence of two witnesses.
2. The combination of thehandlehaving the GEORGE A. THOMPSON.

clamp attached to its lower end and provided

with a radial pin or stud near such end, and Witnesses:

the cap movable along the handle, &nd the I. W. WID’\Z[DYDR
10 locking-sleeve hav'mﬂ a double-winged slot, - ALBERT ROCHRIG.
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