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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, GEORGE D. SPIELMATN,
a citizen of the Umted States, and a resident of
Cincinnati, in the -county of Hamilton and
- 5 State of Ohlo, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Trunk-Fasteners, of !

which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to trunk-fastenings.
Its object is a cheap secure fastener that will,
when the trunk 1s closed, firmly hold the t0p

10.

of thetrunk against e1ther lateral or transverse |

| dlSp]aeement

- The invention will be first fully described in

connection with the accompanying drawings,
15 and the novel features particularly pointed
-out iIn the claims.

In the drawings, forming part of the speci-
fication, wherein like parts are indicated by

similar reference-letters in the different views,

20 Figure 1 18 a front elevation of the appmved

~form of my invention,with the lateh closed in
the position it occupies when the trunk is fast-
ened. I'1g. 21sabroken section taken through
line z z of Fig. 1. IFig. 31is a front elevation
of the upper plate. Fig. 4is arear elevation
of the lower plate with the latch removed.
Kig, 518 a front elevation of the upper and

25

lower plates with the fastening-catch detached.

Fig. 6 is an edge elevation of the same. Figs.
7, 8, and 9 are front elevations of modified
forms of my lateh and the lower end of the
plate in which it is pivoted. |
The upper plate, A, and lower plate, B are
made, for cheapness, preferably of cast metal
the adjacent front parts being of the same
shape in outline, and the edges matching to-
gether when the trunk is closed, as seen in
Fig. 2. For this purpose the rear of plate B
18 beveled from the back to the front, while
40 the opposite edge of plate A is beveled from
{ront to rear. A slight offset or shoulder is
left on each piece to receive the square edge
of the opposite piece. Each plate has pro-
jecting from 1ts front, flanges or lugs ¢, which
45 form a groove, into which the latch D fits
snugly when 1t is closed, for the purpose of

20

preventing endwise movements of the top

with relation to the body of the trunk. The
lower end of plate B is cast with a boss, b,
20 which 1s perforated to receive the pin e, by
- ‘which the Jatch D is pivoted to plate B. The

legs D’ to spread slightly when the latch is
| turned around upon its pivot to release the
- fastening, as then the radial ribs on the latch-

when it is carried around at a right angle to

'ldt(,h has at its upper end a hook or detent, d,

to pass into the opening a of plate A when

the latch is thrown up, and: above it a nose-
Ppiece, d”, by which the latch is grasped by the 55

finger to release the fastening. DBelow. the

}hooked end the latch isbifur edted to straddle_
the lower reduced end of plate B. IKachside
of boss bis provided with radial grooves ¥, |
extending horizontally and vertically, and the 60

lowerends of the legs D’ are provided with ra-
dial ribs @, which are the counterparts of the
grooves B

It 1s evident that the latech D
must be made of metal having some spring—
as steel or malleable cast meta,l-—-—-to enable the

are carried out of the radial grooves {/, and
C
the front of the plate B, or turned half a revo- 7
lution, soas to lie with its onter face flat against
the body of the trunk, the radial ribs wﬂlagam
spring into either the_ horizontal or vertical
grooves 1n the boss & and be retained in their y5
position until they are thrown back, as shown
in Figs. 1 and 2.

It isobvious that the Liead or fastenmcn* end of
the lateh D may be made of cast metal, and nar-
rower than the groove formed by the.ﬂanges ¢, - 80
and thelegs D' made of spring-steel and secured
to the edges of the head by screws or rivets,
sothatthe legsand head together would snugly
fit into the groove; but I have found when the
latch is made of malleable cast-iron there will
be sufficient spring in the legs to retain the
lateh 1n position shown in Figs. 1 and 2, orin
any position it may be thrown to, when the
radial ribs enter the radial ﬂ*rooves

When the Jateh is thrown into the position
shown in Fig. 1 and the frunk open, the lower
beveled edge of plate A will, when the top
1s shut down, throw said latch out sufficient
to permit the trunk to close without entirely
withdrawing the radial ribs d’ from the groove
b, so that when the detent d comes opposite
the opening ¢ the latch will close automatic-
ally.

In Fig. 7 1 have shown the boss b grooved

go

95

vertically and the radial grooves on the in- 100 .

side of these lugs. The legs D’ in this case

~have the radial ribs on the outside, and are
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smunn In between the lugs for med by groov- | the tOp of the tr unk relative to the body; but

ing the boss b. The parts are secured together
by the pin e. (Shownin dotted line.) In Fig.
8 the same form is shown, except that the 1egs

are round at the lower end, and the radial

grooves are circular, instead of V-shaped, in
cross-section, the lower ends of the legs bemﬂi
turned at a 1lﬂht angle and sprung into the
transverse pertoratlons in the boss, the turned
ends of the legs forming journals upon which

- the latch turns.
The construction shown in Fig. 9 differs

from Fig. 8 ib having the ends of the legs D’
turned inward instead of outward, and the

boss & formed like those first described, except

that the radial grooves are circular, instead of

'V-shaped, in cross-section. These latter forms

~of lateh may, if desired, be made of spring-

wire bent around and h.:wmg the upper bent

‘end turned in the form of a hook to enter the

perforatlon in plate A.
The form shown in Fig, 7 mav be cut from

“steel plate and have the radial ribs forged or

25

30

35

- Jateh and the ribs upon the boss.

stamped up from its edge und a pin projecting

from its front, which might be serewed into
the plate, as shown in dotted line, to enter the
perforation ¢ in plate A; but in this case the

perforation in plate A should be made circu-
'~ Jar to fit the pin.

It is of course evident that
the radial grooves might be formed in the
It i1s also
evident that where the detent d is made to
closely fit the pertorationinplate A the flanges
¢ on the plate A may be omitted, and the de-
vice would still prevent endwise movement of

it is preferable to use the flanges, as with them
the lock and hinges of the trunk are relieved

from all strain, even when the truck i 18 roughly
handled. |

What I claim is—
1. The combination, in a trunk - fastener,

flanges, ¢, -and th_e plate B, havmﬂ‘ similar

flanges, the flanges on both plates being in the

same plane when the parts are in a position

40

with the plate A, havmg opening @, and side

45

to be locked, and forming together a continu-
Ous groove or recess, and the said plate Bhav-

ing boss b and radial orooves b’ at its lowerend,
of the latch D, having detent 4 and Sprmg
legs I, which legs have projections d’, coun-

50

ter to the grooves 1n plate B, the said latch -

being pivoted to plate B,so as to form.a spring--
‘snap when the parts are united, substantmlly

as deseribed.
2. The comblna,tlon Substantlally as speci-

fied, with the plate A having its lower edge
__._beveled and plOVlded with flanges ¢, and
opening @, of the plate B, having its upper

edge beveled to match with the bevel on plate

‘A, and provided with flanges ¢, and having:

35
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pivoted to it a spring-snap latch to pass into

the groove formed by the flanges ¢, and .a de-

tent on said lateh to pass into the. 0pemng in.

plate A.
| ._GEO‘RGE D.

Witnesses:
W. C. SPIELMAN,
GTO. J. MURRAY.,

SPIELMAN.
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