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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, PAUL AUSTMAN, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing at Louis-
ville, in the county of Jefferson and State of | eleven more keys than the

Kentucky, have invented a new and useful
Musical Transposing Device, of which the
following 18 a specification.

My invention relates to transposing devices
for pianos and organs; and 1its objects are,
first, to provide readily for altering the ac-
companiment as to the tonic key to permit a
person having ordinary mausical knowledge
to transpose easily the composition, and sec-
ond, to accomplish this purpose with simplie-
ity of structure. I attain these objects by the
deviceillustrated on the accompanying draw-
Ings, in which—

Figure 1 represents a portion of an organ
embodying my i1mprovement. I'ig. 2 repre-
sents a detall sectional view thereof, showing
the manner of actuating the musice-producing
keys. Fig. 3 is a view of my device 1n-
verted, showing the construction of the parts.
Fig. 4 is a plate regulating the amount of
transposition. Fig. b 18 a bar securing the

‘mobile manual in position, also permitting

its horizontal oscillation by reason of the
sliding hinges and its vertical reciprocation

- because of the fixed hinge; and Iig. 618 a
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projection from the inner casing registering
with the slots 2 in the plate 1.

Similar designations indicate corresponding
parts.

My improvement contemplates providing
the keys of a fixed manunal with a strip of
felt (not shown in the drawings) near the
outer edge to deaden the actuation when the
pins 74, projecting in series irom the bases of
the keys on the movable manual, are impelled
by hand. The purpose of this construction
is to enable a person of limited musical
knowledge to transpose music mechanically.
To this end the casing of the movablie manual
A. ig perforated intwo series, which are pad-
ded (not shown on the drawings) to prevent
noise. Through these perforations the headed
pins 74 reciprocate when impelled by the keys
i, actuated by hand. The keys of the fixed

~ manual B are of uniform length, but they are
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struck at different distances from the edge,

according as the white or black keys of the
movable manual receive the pressure,

The
drawings do not aim at accuracy, with refer-
ence to the musical scale, but simply to 1ii-
lustrate the principle of the invention.

E is a plate secured to the inner casing of
the instrument, and is provided with a pro-
jection or pin,E. The movable manual A has
ixed one, B, 8o
that there may be no vacancy of the movable
keys when the former is shifted horizontally.
When the position of the movable manual
is to be varied, it is raised by the lifts d until
the plate ¢ thereon meets the lug f on the cas-

ing. Then the projection I’ will have cleared

its position in one of the slots A, and the man-
ual can be oscillated so that another slot will
engage the pin FE, whereby the actuation of
a given tonic key on the movable manual
will sound a different tonic key on the fixed
manual, above or below the former on the
musical scale, and thus a different chord may
be produced by each variation, notwithstand-
ing that the music (without transposition) Is
exactly followed on the movable manual,
though the sounds produced differ from the
music by one or more notes, according to the
location of the pin E'in the slotted plate L.
The pins 4 are secured in holes & in the under
surface of the keys on the movable manual
A. The latter reciprocates inthe casing of the
instrument by reason of its attachment to the
sliding hinges G on the bar I'.  Cisthe ledge
of the manual A.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent of the United States, 18—

1. The movable manual A, provided with
slotted plate I at eachend, and keys ¢, having
pins j. |

2. The movable manual A, having lifts d,
plate ¢, and slotted plate I, in combination
with the casing D of the instrument, having
pin K" and hinges G. -

3. Theframe 1Y, having two series of per-
forations, I, and the movable manual A, hav-

ing keys 4, provided with headed pins j, in

Y

combination with the fixed manual B, having
keys of uniform length.

4. The movable manual A, having liits d,
perforations 77, and plates ¢ I, in combination
with the ecasing D of the instrument, having
bar T, plate I8, having pin I, and hinges G,
the whole co-operating as and for the pur-
pose seb forth.

PAUL AUSTMAN,

Witnesses:
AUGUST BAUMGARTNER,
JOHN RAEUCHLE.
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