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To all whonv té maly CONCEFTL:

Be it known that I, LAFAYETTE TAFT, of
Douglass, in the county of Worcester and
State of Massachusetts, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Picker-Sticks for
Looms, of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact description, reference being haa to
the accompanying drawings, forming a part
of this specification, in explaining its nature.

This invention relates to picker-sticks for

looms; and it consists in a re-enforced and

strengthened picker-stick, as hereinafter de- |

seribed and elaimed.

It will be readily un-

derstood from the drawings and description. I

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of my improved picker-stick. Fig. 218
a longitudinal scction thereof. FKig. 3 1s a
back view thereof.

Like letters denote like partsin each figure.

A isa wood picker-stick of substantially the
same shape as those now 1n use.

B B’ B*B?are rawhide bands riveted at the
back side of the picker-stick, as shown in Iig.
3, or otherwise suitably fastened and shrunk
upon the wood. One of these bands, B, 1s at
the butt, and is perforated to receive the pivot
on which the stick moves, and thus bushes and
protects the fulerum-point.

B? is a tip-band, and B’ B* are intermediate |

bands between the butt and tip. Two of these
intermediate bands will usually be sufficient;

i

but they may be increased in number, if de-
sired.

C is a facing of rawhide, steel, or other
tough material, which gives and receives the 35
blow in the work of the loom. This plate C
is fastened to the front of the picker stick 1n
any suitable way, and preserves the front of
the stick which gives the blow from any
harm.

D is hole for the fulerum-bolt of the picker-
stick.

The bands B? B* are one at one end of the
front plate and oneat the other, thus strength-
ening the stick at the point where it 18 most
likely to split.

I claim as my invention and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent of the United States—

1. The combination of the picker-stick A
with the front plate, C, and rawhide bands z
B? B? at each end of said front plate, shrunk
on said picker-stick A adjacent to the ends
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of said plate, substantially as described.

2. The picker-stick A, provided with the
rawhide bands B B’ B* B’ shrunk onto the
same, and the front plate, C, substantially as
described. -

LAFAYETTE TAFT.
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Withesses:
Gro. W. HOBBS,
WirLiaM N. JONES.
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