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To all whom it may concer:

Be it known that I, JoEN J. COWELL, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New-
ark, in the county of Essex and State of New
Jersey, have invented certain new and usetul

ImprovementsinTrunk-Catches;andldohere- |

by declarethe following to be a full, ¢lear, and
exach description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to letters of reference marked thereon, which
form a part of this specification.

The object of this inventionis to reduce the
cost of construction of trunk-catches, and to
facilitate their application to the trunk; and
it consists in the arrangements and combina-
tions of parts, substantially as will be herein-

after set forth, and finally be embodied in the |

clauses of the claim. |

Referring tothe accompanying drawings,in
which like letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in each of the several figures,
Figure 1 is a front elevation, and Fig. 2 a
back elevation, of my improved cateh. Fig.
3 is asectional view taken through line X, Fig.
1. TFig. 4 is a front view of the trunk-cover
plate, showing a mode of holding the hasp in
disengagement. Iig. 5 illustrates 1n detall a
mode of securing said plate to the valance of
the trunk, the sectional portion of the figure
being taken through line Y; and Fig. 6 illus-
trates a modification 1n the mode of securing
the hasp to the body-plate.

In said drawings, ¢ indicates a trunk-cover
plate, and b the trunk-body plate of the catch,
the former of which plates is provided with
dowels ¢ ¢, adapted to enter suitable sockets,
¢ ¢, formed in the latter plate. The back of
the plate a is recessed or chamberedto receive
a spring, d, and a hasp, e, notches f f being
provided at the opposite sides of the said
plate to receive the extremities of the spring
and prevent it from falling from its proper
position. The platea is preferably perforated,
near the top thereof, as at g, to receive the
fulerumal end of the hasp, and open, as at A,
to allow a passage to the hasp, which latter,
being fastened at its fulerumal end, extends
through said passage or opening %, so that the
free or operating end lies on the outside of the

crumal bearings when lifting the said hasp

plate, where it may be caught or lifted from
said plate by the hand. Belowsaidopening /.
the plate is provided with a eross-bar,¢,which
acts as a bearing for the hasp, holding 1t in
position against the power of the spring d.
Said eross-baris provided with a holding lug
or teat, j,which co-operates with a similar teat,
k, on the opposite plate, and the hasp e 1n
holding the plates together. Saild hasp 18
hooked into the perforationg, orriveted upon
the plate, as in Fig. 6, or otherwise secured at
the upper end thereof, where it has its ful-

from the holding-lugs 5 k. Near the middle
or near the free end of the hasp the same 1s
perforated or recessed to receive and provide
bearings for said lugs and prevent the sepa-
ration of the plates. The said free end 1s or
may be rounded, and projects from the face
of the plate b so as to allow the finger easy
access thereto. By Pplacing the recessed or
perforated hasp over both of the lugs, teats, or

projections j & the two plates are held together:

with great security, and the riveted or ful-
crumal portion of the hasp is relieved of all
or a greater portion of the strain. The hasp
may be twice perforated, as shown, or but one
perforation, relatively larger in size, may be
provided to receiveboth lugs. The plates be-
ing fastened together,to release the parts it 18
only necessary toraise the free end of the hasp
and throw it to one side, resting it on the pro-
jecting lug 4, which holds it away from the
lower lug or projection, and allows the cover
of the trunk to be raised. T'he spring d acts
to hold the hasp into engagement with the
holding-lugs, as will be apparent.

To hold the upper plate to the valance, (in-
dicated at o,) I may form a backwardly-extend-
ing eross-head or bar, m, upon the plate a, or
cross-bar ¢ thereof, and in the sald valance
form a vertically or oppositely oblong hole, .
By turning the plate ¢ and 1nserting the cross-
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head in said hole, then turning the plate g5

back again into its proper relative position,
and fastening said plate to the trunk above the
valance, a perforation in the plate allowing a
nail to pass through intothe trunk-cover,said
plate is held rigidly and firmly to the said
cover, and the trouble and loss of time occa-
sioned by riveting the plate to the valanceis
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obﬁated. It 1s o’bv.ious that the cross-head ",pr.lovjd'i.ng a finger-piece to enable the opera-

alone would not give sufficient rigidity or firm-
ness to the union of cover and plate to enable
the latter to catch upon the opposite plate
with certainty. The lug j,upon which to rest
the hasp and keep it from entering automatic-
ally into holding engagement, may be other
than the relative size. and shape shown, and
- 1t may be fransposed to the opposite plate
10 without departing from the spirit of this in-
vention; and, furthermore, other transposi-
tions of parts—as, for example, in the dowels
and sockets, and in the plates upon the trunk,
or by the arrangement of the hasp—may be
‘15 made without affecting the invention; and it
18 therefore evident that I do not wish to be
- understood as limiting myself to the exact-con-
struction shown. R
- Having thus described the invention, what
20 I celaim as new is— | o
1. In combination,in a trunk-catch, a plate,
a, having a lug formed thereon, and a hasp se-
~cured thereto, said hasp being recessed and

LN

tor to lift or raise said lever from a holding- 33
lug on the opposite plate, b, said plate b pro-
vided with said holding-lug, the parts being
arranged and adapted to operate substantially
as and for the purposes set forth. |

a, having a lug, 4, a hasp secured tosaid plate

| and extending therefrom to enter holding en-

gagement with a co-operating plate,and adapt-
ed to be raised to rest on said lug to hold

{ the hasp open or in a disengaged position,and 45
| saild co-operating plate b to engage said hasp,

all substantially as and for the puposes set
forth. |

4. The improved trunk-catch cover-plate a,

a cross-head to enter and beheld ina vertically-
oblong slot of the trunk-valance,and a perfo-

i ration whereby said plate may be nailed tothe

trunk, substantially as shown and described.

foration g, opening A, cross-bar ¢, and notches

perforated at its free end, and a plate, b, hav-
25 1ng a teat, %, said parts being arranged and |
operating substantially as and for the pur-
- poses seb forth. S |

2. In combination, a plate, a, having a pas-

sage or opening, A, and a cross-bar and spring,
30 and having a perforated or recessed hasp se-
cured on the:-back side of said plate, and ex-
tending through said opening and over said
cross-bar to the front of said plate,and thereat

{ vember, 1884.

Jythe hooked and recessed hasp, a spring, 4,
and a plate, b, having a lug, %, to engage the
recessed hasp, snbstantially as set forth. |
In testimony that 1 claim the foregoing I 60
have hereunto set my hand this17th day of No-

- JOHN J. COWELL.

| - Witnesses: | |
- FREDK. F. CAMPBELL,
CHARLES H. PELT..

3. In combination, in a trunk-catch, a plate, 40 . -

having a catch to engage the trunk-body plate, 5o _

5. In combination, the plate a, having per- 55
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