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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, BENJAMIN B. LEWIS, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident. of
West Stratford, county of Fair"-‘ield, State of
Connecticut, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Bottle-Stoppers, of which
the following 18 a specification.

- My invention relates to an improvement in
‘“measuring-stoppers’’ for measuring medi-
cines of a fluid nature and also other fluids,
and belongs to that class of devices in which
a bottle-stopper and fluid-measure are com-

bined.

The object of my invention, like others of
this class,1s to atforda convenient and reliable
means of measuring a given fluid in connec-
tion with the containing-bottle itself and with-
out recourse to a spoon or other outside help,
and for this purpose I have invented a new
and improved device.

This improved device, briefly stated, con-
sists of a stopper formed of a tube open at the
lower end, which projects into the bottle and
forms the actual stopper forthe same, and ex-

tending up terminates in a hollow bulb or |

reservoir, which forms the outside enlarge-
ment of the said stopper when inserted within
a bottle, while a self-acting valve between the
said reservoir and bottle operates to admitor
retain the fluid from the boftle, according as
the bottle 1s inverted or restored to its upright
condition,

In the accompanying drawing, A represents

the outside bulb or reservoir of the stopper.

B, the tube,forms the actual stopper, its mouth
opening 1nto the bottle D, in the neck of which
it 1s inserted; and O, the self-acting valve for
opening and closing communication between
the reservoir A and bottle D through the
tube B.

The method of its operation may be de-
scribed in the following manner: The lower or
tubular end of the stopper having been in-
serted 1n the neck of the bottle, and said bot-
tlehaving beeninverted, the valve B falls back
and opens the passage to the bulb or reser-
volr, filling the same. Then on restoring the
bottle to its vpright condition the valve falls

back to its place, closing the passage to the |

| desired.
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| said reservoir and retaining its contents with- 5

in. The stopper may now be removed from
the bottle, and by turning the top down the
valve be allowed to fall back, when with prop-
er care the contents of the reservoir may be
poured out or drank from the same, as may be

r

AS the stopper may be made with the out-
side part or reservoir and the lower part or

. actnal stopper both of the same material and

in one piece—as, for instance, a glass bulb ¢
and tube—or of different pieces and mate-

| riais joined together—as, for instance, a giass

bulb or reservoir and a rubber tube or actual
stopper joined together—I therefore do not
llmit my claim to a particular material, or to €
a stopper made entirely of one material or in
one piece.

As the self-acting valve used inthis connec-
tion may be either flat or spherical, and may
be elther attached by ahinge or be a loose ball,
I do not limit myself to any particular sha,pe
of the same, nor to its application to any par-
ticular part of the tube of the said stopper.

Having thus described my invention, Iclaim
asnew and desire to secure by Letters Patent—

1. A bottle-stopper having, when inserted
within a bottle, a hollow outside bulb or res-
ervoir, A, communicating with the inside of
the said bottle D through the tube B, forming
the actualstopper, and having its interior sep- 8
arated trom the inside of the said bottle D by
the self-acting valve C, operating to admit or
retain the fluid from the bottle by the inver-
sion or restoration to an upright condition of
the said bottle in the manner deseribed.

2. In a bottle - stopper, the combination of
the outside reservoir, A, the communicating-
tube, and actual stOpperB and the self- actmn'
valve O, for use as set forth.

In tesbimony that I claim the foregoing as g
my invention 1 have signed my name,in pres-
ence of two witnesses,this 11th day of March,
1885.
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BENJAMIN B. LEWIS.

Witnesses:
DwiGHT H. TERRY,
GEO. W. KEELER.
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