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To all whom &t maly concern: sisting of one imperforate strap attaching to
Be it known that we, ALBION W. TOURGEE | the chcek and brow straps by a triplicate
and LINSON DE FORREST JENNINGS, citizens | buckle or clasp, as shownintheaccompanying

of the United States, residing at Mayville, in | drawings. | 5g

= the county of Chautanqua and State of New In carrying out our invention the side or
York, have invented certain new and useful | cheek straps, A, are composed of one Imper-
Improvements in Bridles and Attachments; | forate strap of leather or other narrow flexi-
and we do declare the following to be a full, | ble material strengthened throughout almost
clear, and exact description of the inven- | its entire extent by a metallic lining, ¢, turned 6o

(o tion, such as will enable others skilled in the | over upon it to serve both to retain it in shape
art to which it appertains to make and use | and to act ax an ornamental beading upon the
the same, reference being had to the accom- | edges. |

panying drawings,and to the letters and figures The blinkers B are composed of sheet metal
of reference marked thereon, which form a j struck up in the desired shape, and are at- 0g5
15 part of this specification. | tached to the side or cheek straps, A, by

Our invention relates to improvements in | means of metallic spring-clasps b, as shown.
bridles and their attachments, the object be- | These blinkers I are preferably made ad-
ing to decrease the weight and cost and in- | justable within certain limits upon the side
crease the efficiency of the ordinary bridle. | or cheek straps, and are capable of being -o

-0 This is accomplished by certain changes and | readily removed therefrom or replaced at
appliances by which greater centrol is secured | pleasure. Inside of each of the blinkers B is
over the draft-animal, his movements more | arranged a metal {rame, C, of the same gen-
readily and certainly directed, danger from | eral shape and of proper size, which 1s held

| fright or ill temper avoided, and the power | firmly against  the blinker by a colled-wire 75
: - 25 ofthedriver overthedraft-animal very oreatly | spring, ¢, as shown. Upon this metal frame
“increased; and our improvements consist of | is stretehed a dark cloth or fabric, d, sufil-
certain novel and radical changes in the form | ciently thick to be impervious to light, and to
and character of the bridle itself, in specifie | said frame is attached the one end of a wire, e,
attachments to the blinkers and the method | which passes through apeculiarly-constracted 8o
20 by which said attachments are operated, in | flexible tube, f, running through the lower
the new and improved bitand meansby which | edge of the blinkers, across the horse’s nose,
the same is operated, in reins or lines of a | and down (o the bit-ring ¢ upon the opposite
peculiar construction, and in the method by side, to which it is attached, serving at once
which force is transmitted along them to the | as a proper direction for said wire and as the 85
35 various attachments of the bridle, all as will | ordinary nose-band of the bridle, as shown in
be hereinafter fully described, and pointed | Iig. 1. Extending through this flexible tube

out in the claims. fis the said wire e, which 18 attached to the
_ In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 | movable cloth-covered frame C on the inside

> represents a perspective view of our improve- ; of the blinker at one end, and connected at its go
10 ments, and Tigs. 2 to 6 enlarged detall views opposite end, or at the bit-ring g, by a hook or
- . of the same. | other appropriate device with another wire,
Similar letters of reference indicate like | ¢, extending .in a similar manner through a
parts in the several figures. rein of peculiar construction, as will be here-

Our invention may be described as a bridle | inafter fully deseribed, back to a hook, but- g5
45 of the ordinary form, consisting of a side or | ton, or slide, 4, within easy reach of the driv-
cheek strap extending over the top of the | er’s hand. |
head behind the earsand from ring to ring of The purpose and operation of the blinder U
the bit, which ‘it supports in position. The | is as follows: In case a horse from fright or
essential attachments of this side or cheek | ill-temper is likely to become unmanageable, 10c
5o strap consist of a brow-band of the ordinary | the driver quickly reaches forward and seizes
form and character, and a throat-latch con- | the button, loop, or slide ¢ upon his rein, and,
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pﬁlling upon the wire running through the |

same, throws the blinder forward against and

across the eyes, so as to effectually blindfold

the animal for any period that the

_ driver may
see fit.

_Atthe end of such period he merely

relaxes his hold upon the button, and by the

force of the coiled spring ¢, attached to the
blinder, it flies back to its proper place on the
inside of the blinker. The bit D resembles
the ordinary gag-bit, in that it is curved more
the middle for the purpose
of acting against the roof of the horse’s mouth,
thereby placing him more thoroughly within
the control of the driver. It differs, however,
from the ordinary eurb, in that the rectangu-

Jar bend kextends downward and outward in

the mouth of the horse, rather |
and inward, and in that the operating-levers
[ extend upward rather than downward and
act with the wire ¢’ passing through the pe-
culiarly-constructed rein to the button or hook
¢ within reach of the driver’s hand, as de-

than upward

scribed, in the operation of the blinder, in- |

stead of requiring a separate and independent

25 Seb of reins.

The operation of this bit may be described

as follows: At ordinary times the horse will |
be controlled with the reins attached to the

rings g; but in case it becomes desirable to
check the horse’s speed, oritbecomes difficult
to control his movemenis by the ordinary

~ means, force is applied through the wire ¢’ b§*
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meansof the button or slide s, before described,
within reach of the driver’s hand, and through
that to the levers 7, by means of which the per-
pendicular bend % is thrown upward against
the horse’s mouth, making it impossible for
him to hold the bit with his teeth, or effect-
ually resist the driver’s power. The said bit
may be struck out of

metal; but preferably of one pilece bent into

the required shape inclosing therings ¢. The |

wires e ¢, by which tractile forece is applied to
the bit, and by which also the blinders are in-

tended to be operated, consists preferably of |

several parallel strands loosely inclosed with-
in the new and improved rein, Lo be hereinaf-
er described. It may, however, consist of g,
single ply of annealed wire or of any sort of
cord calculated to work smoothly and readily
through the rein and its attachments, said
rein being attached to the bit of the bridle”by
a new and improved snap-hook, E, which con-
sists of a double Spring-wire hook acting au-
tomatically and attached to the metal screw-
cap I, holding the end of the improved cireu-
lar rein. Its merits are strength, lightness,
and security of grip. It is made pretferably
from a single piece of wire bent into-the form
shown in the drawings. The end of the im-

- proved rein is held by said eylindrical metal

~cap I, which is of a conical shape,

containing a
screw-thread either solid therewith or formed
of a conical coiled wire fitting its inner sur-
face and affixed rigidly thereto. This cap
has a slot, o, in one end to receive and hold
in place the snap-hook E, as also permitting

one or more pieces of

| tallic blinker B and

9 -  8r9,508

of the free action of the wires ¢ ¢ through the
same, - - '

Our improved rein G consists of two parts,

one being a hollow, flexible, and cylindrical

~core, p, of sufficient size to permit of the free

action of the flexible wire or wires therein,
and by means of which the bit and blinkers
are operated. This core pis made preferably
of close coiled wire of sufficient size to retain

1ts cylindrical form under any reasonable

amount of pressure that may be applied, and
is incased within a suitable covering of leather
or other strong flexible fabrie, as shown.

It will be readily apparent. that this con-
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struction may be applied to other portions of

the harness, and it is our intention so to do,

‘as well as its application for any similar pur-
‘pose to which it may be adapted.

The wire
or wires ¢ ¢', which extend through the circu-
lar portion of the rein, as above described, are

designed to pass under wire loops s, upon the

flat or webbed portion G’ in the ordinary
reins, until it comes within easy reach of the
driver’s hand. At this point the hook or
slide ¢ is attached to the end of the wire or
wires for operating the same, as shown.

In our improved rein, which is preferably
cylindrical throughout its entire extent, the
Same results may be effected by a sliding but-
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ton or ring encircling the rein and acting

freely upon it.

In constructing our completebridle we pref-
erably employ a triplicate clasp or buckle, H,
(described in a separate application for pat-
ent already made by us,) upon each side of said

bridle, and which is adapted to secure theside

or. cheek straps, the brow-piece J, and the
throat-latch K in their respective positions,.
as fully shown in the drawings. We also em-
ploy a compound clasp or buckle, I, of the
same general character referred to, in at-
taching the nose piece or straps to the side or
cheek straps and to the bit D, as shown.
- Having thus described our invention, what

we claim as new and useful js— |

1. The herein-described bridle, consisting

of the side or cheek straps, A, formed as de-

secribed, and provided with the adjustable
blinkers B, having blinders C, the bit D, pro- -
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vided with bend % and levers {, the flexible -

rein (&, having wires e ¢ extending through
the same, brow-piece J, throat-latch K, and
compound bueckles H and I, all substantially
as and for the purpose specified. | |

2. The side or cheek straps, A, formed as
described and provided with the metallic
blinkers B, adjustably connected thereto, in
combination with the blinders C, formed
as described and provided with the coiled
Spring ¢, wire e, flexible tube f, bit D, and
hollow cylindrieal rein G, substantially as and
for the purpose specified.

3. The hinged frame C, secured to the me-
provided with a cover-

Ing, d, of textile material, coiied spring o,
flexible wire e, and flexible tube 7, substan-
tially as and for

the purpose specified.
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4. The bit D, formed, as deseribed, with
rectangular bend % and levers /, 1n combina-
tion with the wires e ¢, rein G, and side or
cheek straps, A, substantially as specified.

5. The rein G, formed of a hollow, flexible,
and cylindrical core, p, having a leather or
other suitable covering, substantially as speci-

fied. |
6. The rein G, formed of a hollow,

lexible,

and cylindrical core, p, having a leather or
other suitable covering and provided with
the screw-cap F, snap-hook E, wires e ¢/, and
hook or siide ¢, substantially ag and for the
purpose specified.

7. The metallic screw-cap F, provided with

slot 0, for the reception of the one end of the

snap-hook E, and for the passage of the wire

¢, substantially as specified.

8. The compound buckle H, in combination
with the side or cheek straps, A, and the brow-
piece J, substantially as and for the purpose

specified.
In testimony whereol we affix our signa-

tures in presence of two witnesses.

ALBION W, TOURGEL.
LINSON DE F. JENNINGS.

Witnesses:
T. D. BALDWIN,
J. B. DAVIS.
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