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1o all whom it may concerw:

Be 1t known that we, CHARLES SIEBER and
FREDERICK H. BORNTRAEGER, of Waterloo,
Monroe county, and State of Illinois, have
invented a certain new and useful Improve-
ment 1n Life-Guard Signals for People Buried
in a Trance, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, and in which—

Figure 1 is a vertical section of a coffin with
our improvement applied, part of the appa-
ratus being shown in section and part in side
view. Fig. 2 is atransverse section taken on
line 2 2, Fig. 1. I'ig. 3 is a transverse sec-
tion taken on line 3 3, Fig. 1. Tig. 4 is a
detail vertical section taken on line 4 4, Fig.
1. Fig. 5 18 a similar view taken on line
5 5, Fig. 1. Fig.6 is an enlarged vertical sec-
tion of the fan and mechanism for operating
1t. Kig. 7 is a top view of the box, illustrat-
ing the manner of operating the valves orcov-
ers. [IFig. 8 is a similar view of the top of the
coffin. Fig. 9 is a vertical section of the top
of the coffin, taken on line 9 9, Fig. 8. Fig.
10 18 a side view of the signal removed. Fig.
11 1s a transverse section taken on line 11 11,
Fig. 10. Fig. 12 1s a section taken on line 12
12, Fig. 10. Fig. 13 is an enlarged section
showing the manner of securing the lower end
of the fan or glasstube to the top of the coffin.
Fig. 14 18 a detail view showing the lower end
of the wire leading from the battery to the
body in the coffin.

Ourinventionrelatesto an apparatus where-
by a person buried in a trance or before death
18 enabled to give asignal and to put into op-
eration a fan or air-blast mechanism to force
alr into the coifin; and our invention consists
in features of novelty hereinafter fully de-

-scribed, and pointed out in the claims.

Referring to the drawings, A represents a

coffin inclosed in an ordinary rough box, B,

as usual.

C represents a fan connected to the coffin by
means of a tube or pipe, (', that extends from
the fan to the top of the coffin, and immedi-
ately at the coffin we prefer to place a short
tube, C°, between the main pipe and the top
of the coffin, as shown in Fig.13. This forms

‘1nto the coffin.

| @ secure connectlon, and at the same time per-

mits the easy removal of the pipe when the
proper time comes for it to be removed. The
tan 1s operated by any suitable train of gear-
ing, Ii, and this gearing is set in operation by
the movement of the body in the coffin, with
which it is eonnected by means of a cord, E',
connected to the hand of the person, and to a
trigger, E’, placed beneath a lever, I, of the
ciock-work of the fan. The movement of the
person’s hand will force the lever and trigger
into the position shown by dotted lines, I1ig. 6,

which will start the movement of the clock-

work and therotation of the fan,thus forcing air

the coffin, and projecting upward through the
ground, is a large tube, I, preferably made
oval in transverse section, as shown in Iig. 3,
at 1ts lower end, and made round, with a pro-
jection, I, at its upper end, as shown in Kig. 2.
G represents a lamp supported in the lower
part of this tube,the supporting wire or string
fitting into the projection X' of the upper part
of the tube. The object of making the lower
part ot the tube oval 18 to permit the suspen-
sion of the lamp,and by making the upper part
of the shape described the supporting wire or
string of the lamp is held in the projection I,
wherelti1snotinterfered with by anything com-
ingin contact with it. -Thelampisintroduced
by passing it down throngh thelarge part of the
tube, as shown in Fig. 2, and then 18 swung
over beneath the projection I¥ when it reaches
the lower part of the tube. Above the lamp 18
a reflector, I, to throwthe light upon the face
of the body, so that a person looking down
through the tube can see the face of the body
in the coffin. Within this tube i3 a spiral
spring, H, held between four rods, (more or
less,) H’, which are supported at the lower
end by a disk, H’, and at the upper end by a
spider, H’. (See Figs. 10 and 11.) Extending
up through this spring, disk, and head is a
staff or rod, I, the lower end of which is se-
cured to a small disk or head, I', and a trig-
ger or dog, I’, the latter of which engages
over & bail or loop, J, on the disk H>.

trigger is connected by a string, J’, to the
hand of the body in the coffin, and any move-
ment of the hand will pull the trigger from
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.mg feathers or other mgna,ls I
is carried up also by the action of the spring |

Spring wﬂl pull the: disk H? up toward the
spider-lever,

as not to move thereon, and the rods pass
freely through the spider. Connected totheir

upper ends is a disk, X, which also passes
loosely over the rod or staff, and is moved

upward by the action of the spring, as de-
seribed. Connected to this latter disk by pins
L/, fitting in holes therein, isa plate, L, carry-
Thls plate

connected to the top of the rod or: staff, thus
giving a signal that indicates the movement

of the body, which has-disengaged. the dog
from the bail, as above described, and in ad-
dition to thls signal we also prefer to form an.

arm which-will also be put into action by the

-movement of the body. One manner of doing:
this is by means of a simple electric alarm: |’

device, (shown at M, Fig. 1,) connected by

tube and connected to a. battery, N, located. at
the lower end of the tube.

insulated ring,

cult between. the alarm and.the ground to the

body in the coffin. This arrangement, how-

means of forming a connecbmn between the
battery and ground substituted therefor.

The alarm we have shown consists of the
well-known device composed of magnets: O, |
hammer O, carrying an armature; O% and the |

bell. O, agmnsb which the hammer strikes.
’When this apparatus has remained in place

a few days after the body is buried, or suffi-
ciently long to cover the period ot time 1n.
which the body might recover from the trance,.
it would be removed by withdrawing the tubes:
and filling the places which they occupy with |
To prevent this dirt entering the coffin,
we secure upon the box (B)lid, valves or slides

dirt.

P, which are held btack awav from.the open-

~ as the tubes are withdrawn the valves or cov-

55

ers are moved overthe openings by a sultable
spring, P’. The usunal

~in Figs. 8 and 9, is moved forward. to its nor-

60

~ or projection, by which it is pulled back |
agalnst the spring to allow the tube to be in-
serted, this pin or projection working in a

53

mal posﬂamn covering the opening by means.
of a spring, R placed. behind the glass in.an

opening or socket R’, in the cover of the cof-
fin.

forcing the rods H' upward.
The spider is.made fast to the staff or rod, so

A-wire leads from-
the battery to the person’s hand, and this wire.
18 1nsulated, except for a. short distance, as-

shown- at N“' Iig. 14, It has on its end an. ‘purpose set forth.

2. In a lite-guard signal for pe-:)ple buried
1natrance,the combination of the tube extend-
‘ing.from. the coffin upward through the ground,

glass of the coffin is-
also held back from the opening at the head
of the coffin, and when this tube is removed
the glass, which works in grooves, as shown |

The glass may be promded with:a stem

‘the bail, and as soon ag this takes phce the | slot, T in the top of the coffin.

329,495

and9)

(See T gs. 8

We do not WlS]l to conﬁne ourselves to the

exact form and arrangement of the apparatus
shown for the purpose described, as the same
may be changed without &ltermﬂ' or affecting

70

the essential characters of our 1nvent10n o
_ The top of the coffin may have a valve, W,

‘hinged. to it, as shown in Fig. 8, which will

be closed, When the tube C is w1thdrawn by

lines, Fig. 8, and open in dotted lines.

The pr efe1red top of the outside case may

be divided in two parts, as indicated by the
-line X, Fig. 6, and the top of the coffin may

be divided in two parts, as shown by the line:

X/, s0 that by removing the front part of these

:covers the body can be takken cut of the cof-
-fin without. removing the dirt from over the:

coffin.

What we claim, and desire to secure by Let-

‘ters Patent, is— .

1. Ina 11fe guard signal for pec)ple burled--

1n a trance, the combmatlon of a tube extend-

ing from-the coffin upwardthrough the ground,.

alamp suspended in the tube, and a reflector

-above the lamp, Substantmlly as- and. for the

N‘3 which may fit over the |
thumb of the body, and when the hand is:|i
moved the exposed part of the wire will come:
in confact with the body, completing the eir--

‘a.lamp suspended in the tube, and a reflector
-above the lamp, the tube bemg oval in trans-

‘verse section at its lower end and made round
ever, may be changed, if desired, and another | with projections at its upper end, substan-
| tially as-described.
- 3. The combination, with the coffin, of a
tube extending upward therefrom, a
-and a fixed. rod in. said tube, a

 tremities of said rod, a signal secured. to the
.upper one of said. dlsks a bail and trigger con-
- necting the lower disk Wlth the fixed rod, and

connecmon between the body and: the trlgn'el

. as set forth.

4. The combmatwn with a cofﬁn of an:

spider
Spring sur-
: ro.u-nding sald rod, rods passing through open-
.1ngs-1n sald spider, disks secured to the ex-

75.

spring V The valve is shown closed in full N

8¢

90

95

100D

-

ITO

“electric-alarm cireuit havmg amake and break.
“and connection between said make and break:

' and the body in the coffin, as set forth.
ings while the tubes are in place, and as soon |

5. In.a life-guard signal for people bur 1éd

.f.1n a trance, the combination of the coffin; a
fan, and a connectlon between the fan and the

‘motion by the movement of the body, sub-
- stantially as set forth.

6. In a life-guard signal for people burled

‘in a trance, the combination of the coffin, fan,.

- tube connecting the fan with the coffin, tram
-of gearing for operatlng the fan, and connec-

- tion-between the gearing and the body in the

“coffin, substantially as set forth.

7. In a life- guard signal for people buried.

'in a trance, the combination of the ecoffin,.
‘tubesextending upward from the coffin, leVES

- I'ES-

body 1n. the coffin, whereby the fan is set in.

I2 5
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or slides pivoted to the top of the coffin, and | slot and secured to the glass, substantially as
springs for operating the valves or slides when | and for the purposes set forth.

‘;‘](;1& 1laulzz»es are removed, substantially as set CHARLES SIEBER.
5 8. In a coffin, the combination, with the FREDERICK H. BORNTRAEGER.
olass, of a groove in which it slides, a spring In presence of—
within said groove, a slot opening from said Gro. H. KNIGHT,
oroove, and a stem projecting through said BENJN. A. KNIGHT.
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