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Be it known that we, A. W, HAMAXER and
J. B. PEcx, of Moundsville, in the county of
Marshall and State of West Virgina, have
invented an Improved Horseshoe - Blank, of
which the following is a specification.

The invention relates to wrought - metal
horseshoe-blanks made by machinery and sold
as articles of manufacture in the hardware
stores,whence they are bought by blacksmiths
and finished up by them to suit the feet of each
horse or mule.

Figure 1 of the drawings is an elevation 1n
perspective of the ordinary machine - made
wrought-metal shoe-blank as purchased by the
blacksmith., Tig. 2 is a similar figure show-
ing the article as improved by us. Fig. 318
a longitudinal sectional elevation showing
the form of shoe after it has been finished
up by the blacksmith.

In the drawings, A represents the web of a
machine shoe-blank. which may have the in-
side bevel, a, to avold pressure upon any part
of the foot except the hoof-shell; or the upper
surface may be flat. Both have their advo-
cates, and both surface-forms are old and well-
known to the public.

The shoe-blank shown in Fig. 1 of the draw-
ings is manufactured and sold 1n 1mmense

quantities, butis found to be opentoseveral ob-
jections.

The first is that the toe wears out
much more rapidly than any other part of the
shoe, and compels the removal thereof before
the remainder of the web 18 at all worn out,
thus necessitating too {requent removals and
the honey-combing of the shell with nall-holes.
This injures the horse’s hoof and entalls an
unnecessary expense upon his owner. An-
other radical defect is that it is flat-bottomed,
so as to divide the strain equally along the
whole shell of the hoof. Nature made no

provision for taking the strain in this way.
At the toe the shell is thick and the hoof cal-
lous to be insensible to the blow of 1impact as
it first strikes the ground, while the heel and
frog constitute a spring which then succeeds
in contacting with the ground, so as to take

up the jar and shoek. Theshell between the
heel and toe being slight and thin was ap-
parently not intended to take the direct strain
any more than it does in the human foot;
hence it will be perceived that we aggregate
the metal under the toe, at B, and draw i1t out
comparatively thin from the points b b to the
heel -supports » V', which may be turned
down at right angles on the end by the black-
smith to raise the heels to a level with the toe,
or the hoof shell may be so pared as to give a
level set to the shoe without it. This gives a
hollow space at bottom between heel and toe.

Weareawarethatinhorseshoe-blanksasmall
portion of metal has been drawn up over the

toe for a clip; also that a blank has been made

with an integral clip and welded toe-calk;
but these do not embody our idea, which 1s to
provide for the greater rapidity of wear at
the toe where comes the 1impact before the rest
of the shoe comes down. With ordinary
shoes many horses will wear the toe to the
thicknessofa wafer intwo weeks, whilethe rest
of the shoe has a month’s wear in 1t. Never-
theless it comes off and is thrown aside as old
iron. By drawing the metal under the toe to

| a flat sector-shaped bearing of nearly or twice

the thickness of the heel-ends we make the wear
at the toe and heel uniform,or very nearly so.
Thus the evenness of tread in the shoe 1s pre-
served, and there is no tendency to strain in
the foot or leg. A toe or clip may be welded
on our blank if desired; but we deem them en-
tirely unnecessary nine months in the year;
hence,

What we claim as new, and desire to protect
by Letters Patent, 18— |

A horseshoe-blank having the metal drawn
up under the toe to a flat bearing of nearly
or quite twice the thickness of the heel ends,
as shown and described.

AARON WOOD HAMAKER.
JOHN EDWIN PECK.

Witnesses:
W. V. WILKINSON,
B. F. HODGMAN.
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