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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALEXANDER DoM, of
Mount Healthy, Hamilton county, Ohio, have
invented a new and useful Improvement in

5 Temporary Binders, of which the following is
a specification.

My invention relates to a simple, effective
and durable device for temporary binding of
loose sheefsof printed or written matter, such

10 EéIS music, pamphlets, general orders, invoices,

C.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of my binder, one of the
clasps or buckles being repwsented in the

15 open and one in the closed condition. Figs.
2 and 3 are transverse sections of a clasp in
the open and closed conditions, respectively.

A may represent any portfolio or cover,
such as customarily used in temporary bind-

20 ers. Firmly attached, as by rivets B, tosuch
cover are two 1ldentically-similar clasps or
buckles, C, constructed as follows:

D is a U formed bridge, (preferably com-
posed of steel or of spring-brass, ) which ter-

25 minates i knuekles d, which, with the cor-
responding knuckles, e, on wings K, receive

- pintles IY, so as to form hinge-connections of

sald leaves with said bridge. The knuckles d
of the respective hinges are separated from one
30 another, and the bridge is notched, as at d’,
sufficiently to admit the two members of the
fastening device proper, which is constructed
as tollows: A tongue, G, (preferably of steel
or other elastic metal,) has an eye, ¢, which

35 encircles that part of the pintle that is in-

cluded between thesaid knuckles d. Thesaid
tongue G-is preferably curved, as shown, and
terminates in a chisel-point, ¢. The normal
length of said tongue sufficiently exceeds the
40 distance which separates the pintles to require
some exertion of force on the part of the user
to press the point of the tongue past the op-
posing pintle, the spring of the bridge, either
alone or supplemented by that of the tongue

45 itself, permitting momentary separation of the |

pintles on such depression of the tongue, and
1insuring resumption of their former position

| as the tongue-point passes below the pintle, so

as to securely lock the tongue, as shown in
Fig. 3. 50
In order to enab]e ready liberation of the
said tongue, I provide a latchet, H, of which
part consists of a hook, A, that encircles some-
what more than half of the pintle, and whose
other part consists of a lip, #. The form of 55
the latchet H is such that when resting with
its lip " on- the neighboring leaf its opening

is directed upward, so as to permit the tongue-

point to rest upon the pintle in the manner
indicated by dotted lines in Fig. 2. If, now, 60
the tongue be pressed downward, the elasticity

of the bridge permits the pintle to give way
sufficiently to permit the tongue-point to pass
below it, and to thus become effectually locked
(see Fig. 3) until released by a reverse mo- 65
tion of the latehet it is restored to the position
shown in Fig. 2.

The dimensions of the parts are such as to
make the buckle-hinges substantially coinci-
dent with the places of junction of the back a 70
of the cover with its lids «'.

I claim herein as new and of my invention—

1. In a temporary binder, the U-formed
elastic bridge D, having hinged to 1t a tongue,

Gz, and two wings, E, by which 1t 1s attached 75
to the binder-cover, the length of the tongue
relatively to the distanceseparating the hinge-
pintles F being such as to permit the forcing

of the tongue-point past the opposing plntle
and to cause it to be locked behind the same, 8o
as and for the purpose designated.

2. The combination, with the releasing-
latchet H, of the eclasp consisting of the U-
formed elastic br idge D, terminating in knuck-
les d, the wings K, havmg knuckles e, the 83
plntles F, and the tonfme G, whose eye ¢ en-
circles that part of the pintle that i1s included
between the knuckles d.

In testimony of which invention I hereunto
set my hand. |
ALEXANDER DOM.

Attest:
GEO. H. KNIGHT,
HENRY G. LEWIS
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