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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that 1, JOHN 5. DAVISON, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Cran-
bury, in the county of Middlesex and State of
New Jersey, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Covers for Chamber- Vessels,
of which the following is a specification, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings. | |

My invention relates to an improvement in
covers for chamber-vessels; and it consists in
the combination,with arubberor other similar
covering having an opening in its center and
a weighted ring at its *circumference, of the
flexibie cap secured at its circumference to the
outer edge of the cover, and having a loop or
knob at i1ts center, by means of which a par-
tial vacuum may be formed in the vessel to
cause the cover to secure the same air-tight
and prevent the escape of bad odors, as will
bé more fully set forth hereinafter. |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a detailed perspective view of my invention,
a portion of the cap being broken away to dis-
close the cover. Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional
view of the same applied to a chamber-vessel,
the cap being shown collapsed in dotted lines
and distended in solid lines, to exhaust the air
from the vessel.

A represents the cover, which should be
composed of a sheet of india-rubber or other
similar substance, and is provided with an
opening, B, at its center and a valve, B'. The
cover 1s circular in shape, and somewhat larger
in diameter than the top of the vessel Z, to
which itis applied, and atthe edge of the cover
is secured a weighted ring, C, the function of
which is fo stiffen the cover and stretch the
same, and also to hang down or fit over the
outer edge of the chamber-vessel to fitthe cover
closely thereto. Also secured to the edge of

the cover i1s an elastic eap, D, which is free
from the cover at all other points, so that it
may be collapsed upon the cover or drawn
npwardly at the center above the cover, and
to facilitate this operation the center of the

—

| cap 1S provi‘ded with a bution, E; or a loop

may be employed for the same purpose, if pre-
ferred. 'This cap should preferably be made
ornamental and attractive, and to heighten
this effect I provide a fringe, F, around the
edge, which serves to partly hide the vessel.
The cover is placed on the vessel, with the
weighted ring around the top edge of the lat-
ter, the rubber cover being thus stretched
across the top of the vessel, asshown at Fig. 2.

In order torender the coverair-tight, to pre-
vent the escapeof bad odors{rom the vessel, the

- button of the cap isgrasped and raised vertical-

ly, so as to distend the cap above the cover, as
shown in solid lines in Fig. 2. This causes a
partial vacuum to be formed in the vessel by
drawing the air therefrom up through the
opening B between the cover and the cap,
which causes the pressure of the external air
to force the cover down upon the top of the
vessel with considerable pressure at all points,
and thus render the joint between the cover
and thetop of the vessel air-tight. As theair
is drawn up into the cap the valve B’ closes
the opening, to retain the air in the cap and
prevent it from returning into the vessel.

Having thus described my i1nvention, 1
claim— |

The cover for chamber-vessels, made of rub-
ber or other similar material, and having the

central opening and the valve,and the weighted

ring at its edge to encircle the top of the ves-
sel, and the expansible cap secured atits edge
to the edge of the cover, and having the cen-
tral button or loop, whereby the cap may be
distended to exhaust the air from the vessel
and cause the coverto fit tightly thereon, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

JOHN 8. DAVISON.

Witnesses: |
S. J. CHAMBERLIN,
GEORGE B. MERSHON.
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