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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLiam A. McCoor,
of Perryville, in the county of Ashland and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Signs; and I do here-
by declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the Invention, such
as will enable others skilled in the art to which
it pertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to signs, the object
being, primarily, to provide a metallic frame
ot cheap and durable construction to support
sign-letters. :

A farther object of the invention is to pro-
vide a frame for sign or guide boards of such
construction as to reduce to the minimum the
labor required to apply the letters thereto.

The invention consists in a frame for signs,
sald frame being formed of grooved wrought
metal.

The invention further consists in the com-
bination, with a grooved frame of wrought
metal, of metallic letters supported in the

The invention further consists in the com-
bination, with a sign board or frame, of a
Support formed with arms to embrace the

The invention further consists in the com-
bination,with a grooved wrought-metal frame,
of sign-letters and a backing held within the
grooves of the frame.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is
a front elevation of a sign or guide board |
constructed in accordance with my invention, |
and consisting of two frames secured together.
Fig. 2 is a similar view of a single-frame sign
having a backing of sheet metal. Figs. 3, 4, |
and 5 illustrate different forms of supports
for the sign. TFig. 6 is a view of a sign-letter
provided with lugs adapted to enter the
grooves of the frame, and Fig. 7 is a view in
perspective of a portion of the sign-frame, |
showing the groove for the letters.

A represents a frame, of rectangular form, |
consisting of a wrought-metal rod having a
continuous groove, ¢, formed therein.

B represents sign-letters, preterably

of

metal, formed with lugs & at both the upper

| and lower ends of the letters.

be resorted to in

In the manu- so
tacture of these signs I first bend a grooved
wrought-metal rod to the form required for
the frame A, leaving the ends ¢ ¢ of the rod
disconnected. The letters B are then inserted
between the parallel top and bottom of the 55
frame, after which the ends ¢ ¢ of the latter
are drawn together and soldered or otherwise
secured to clamp the letters in place and com-
plete the sign.

As shown in Fig. 2, a backing, D, prefera- 6o
bly of sheet metal, is inserted in the grooves
of the frame for the letters to rest upon. In
that case the backing should be of a different
color from the letters, to throw the letters into
relief —for instance, I use a black backing 65
with white letters, or vice versa.

For some kinds of Signs — notably gunide-
boards for roads—two or more frames may be
required, said frames being connected by a
support, E, formed with arms e, adapted to
be bent to embrace and hold the frames to-
gether, as shown in Fig. 1. ‘These supports

70

are formed with perforated extensions I, to

recelve nails or
1n place.

G G represent braces formed at each end,
with arms ¢ to embrace the opposite sides of
the frames and hold them at the proper rela-
tive position.

In Fig. 2 I have illustrated g
adapted for use with a single frame.

If desired, the lugs b may be omitted from
the letters, and the latter inserted directly in-
to the grooves of the frame.

1t will be apparent that my
be utilized for signs of all
when employed for store,
ness signs any

Screws for securing the sign
75

support 8o

Invention may 85
characters, and that
2, otfice, or other busi-
suitable ornamentation may

the design of the letters and
frame. - |

Having fully described
I claim as new, and desire
Patent, is—

1. A frame for sign-letters, said frame con-
sisting of ‘a grooved metal rod formed from a 935
single piece and joined at its ends, substan-
tially as described. -

2. The combination, with metallic letters,

| 90
my invention, what
tosecure by Letters
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of o frame consisting of a single rod having a
continuous groove, said rod being bent and
secured ab its ends, substantially as described.
3 The combination, with two frames hav-

= ing letters secured therein, as shown, of a
support formed with arms to embrace said
frames, and with perforated extensions and

braces G G, substantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I have siened this
specification in the presence of two subserib- 10

ing witnesses.
WILLIAM A. McCOOL.

Witnesses:
WILLIAM P. SMITH,

. O. McCLEARY.
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