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To all wiom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, BEVERLY S. REED, of
Boston, in the county of Suffolk, State of
Massachusetts, have invented a certain new
and usetul Improvement in Bustles, of which
the following is a description sufficiently full,
clear, and exact to enable any person skilled
In the artor science to which said invention
appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to theaccompanying drawings,
forming part of this specification, in which—

IF1gure 1 18 an isometrical perspective view
of my Improved bustle provided with a skirt,
and Big. 2 a like view showing the bustle de-
tached from the skirt.

ILike letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the different figures of the
drawings.

My invention relates to that class of bustles
which are composed, principally, of wires and
tapes, being adapted to be worn with or with-
out a skirtof substantially the same materials:
and 1t consists In a novel construction and ar-
rangement of the parts, as hereinafter more
fully setforth and claimed, the object being to
produce a better fitting, more durable, and
otherwise desirable article of this character
than 1s now in ordinary use. |

The nature and operation of the improve-
ment will be readily understood by all con-
versant with such matters from the following

explanation.

In the drawings, A represents the waist-
band, which1is provided with a clasp or buckle,
x, and depending from the waistband there are
tapes m m*, for supporting a series of horizon-
tally-arranged ribs or wires, d, in the usunal
manner. These wires at the upper portion of
the bustle are longer than those at the lower
portion, or project forward of the tape m? as
shown at f, their forward ends being inclined
downwardly and secured tothe upper portion
of the tapes 2 beneath a vertically-arranged
metallic spring-stay, 2z, the upper end of which
1s secured to the waistband A. The stay z
may be disposed on the outer side of the tape
h, or on its inner side, or at its edge, as pre-
terred.

A vertlcally-arranged metallic spring-stay,
N, 1s introduced in the center of the bustle at
therear of the same, the upper end of said stay

being coiled or bent, as shown at v, the wire |

| ribs d being represented in the drawings as

broken away to show said coil.

A cloth partition or diaphragm, B, is pro- 35
vided at the center of the bustle, this dia-
phragm being formed in two parts, which have
their contiguous edgeslaced together, asshown
at 2. -

The bustle proper terminatesat ¢; but when 6o
it 18 made with a skirt, C, the diaphragm 1is
extended below the bustle proper, as shown in
Fig. 1, this feature, however, being old and
not claimed, broadly,herein unlessso extended.

The skirt € 1s composed of a series of sup- 65
porting hoops or ribs, /, and tapes 4 » &, the
upper ends of the tapes ¢ being connected to
the lower end of the cenftral tape, m, the up-
per ends of the tapes » to the lower ends of
the tapes m’ and the upper ends of the tapes o
h to the waistband A. The tapes » m’ may,
however, be made integral, or in one piece, if
desired.

Instead of securing the forward ends of the
upper ribs, d, of the bustle to the tapesh, they 75
may be secured to the stays z, said stays be-
1ng attachedto the upper portion of the tapes,
as shown, or in any other suitable manner.

When the stay N is extended upwardly in
the usunal manner and attached to the waist- 8o
band A, if an upward pressure is brought to
bear at or near the end ¢, the rear portion of
the bustle at ¢ will be unduly distended or
thrown out of shape; but when said stay stops
short of the waistband and has its upper end 83
colled, as shown at v, the stay will be forced
inwardly at that point without catching or
tearing any of the surrounding parts or un-
duly distending the portion ¢, the coil acting

‘to turn the upper endof the stay downwardly go

within the body of the bustle.

The object of the stay 2z is to keep the outer
ends of the ribs d at the upper portion of the
bustle inclined downwardly, as shown at f, so
that when pressure 1s brought to bear on the g5
rear portion of the bustle 1t will retain its
shape, orif thrownout of shape it willresume
its proper shape immediately the pressure is
withdrawn, which 1t will not do without as-
sistance when the ends f are inclined up- 100
wardly or arranged horizontally 1n the usual
manner.

I donot confine myself to making the stay 2
of spring-steel, as it may be made of any other
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the upper ribs extend past said tapes a.nd are

e

sired; neither do T confine myself to coiling

the end of the stay N, as shown at v, as the
coil may be left off, if deswed although it is
preferable to use 113 nor to ma,klng the bustle

with the skirt C, nor attaching the skirt to
the bustle, as shown

The dlaphl agm B presses ag :-.-unst the under-
skirts and has 1ts outer edn"es attached to the
interior of the bustle 0pp081te the tapes m?
thereby preventing the body of the bustle

from bemg undualy pushed forward around

the person of the wearer.

When the bustle is made with a skirt, ‘the
diaphragm is extended downwardly below_

the bustle proper, and the upper ribs or hoops

of the skirt are cut shorter than the rest and
have their forward ends attached to the 10wer |

end of the diaphragm, as shown at y, thereby
preventing this portion of the skirt from being
pushed forward outof proper position in Sub

stantially the same manner as it keeps the

ribs of the bustle proper in posnalon

Having thus explained my invention, What

I claim is—

1. In a bustle, a wmstba.nd a series of ver-
tical Supp{)ltmﬂ tapes, and stavs in front of
the side tapes, in combination with a series of
horizontal ribs, a number of which are con-
nected: at their ends to the side tapes, while

connected at their ends to said stays, being
inclined downward from said tapes to said
stays, Substantmlly as described.

© 328,717

2.. In a bustle, the waistband A, tapes m m?,

stays z, ribs d, having the inclined ends 7, and
stay N, promded with the coil v, combined and
arranged tooperate Subst-&ntia,lly as described.
3. In-a bustie, a waistband, a series of ver-

t tical supporting-tapes, and a series of hori-

zontal ribs attached tosaid tapes, in combina-

35
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tion with a vertically-arranged curved metal- .

which 1t 1s attached and being curved in-

‘wardly toward the waistband from which it

18 disconnected, whereby: the bustle readily

yields to pressule and resumes its normal

shape when relieved thpreﬂom substantially
as deseribed. |

4. Theskirt C, in comblnatlon with a bustle
having the St&y N, provided with the coil v,
and ribs d with the inclined ends f, and Stay

35

z, substantially as described.
5. In a bustle, the dmphrawm B3, plQ]@CﬁlHﬂ
below the bustle proper, in combination with

the skirt C, having certain of its upper ribs

or hoops !/ cut shm ter than the lower ribs and
secured to the projecting end of said dia-

phragm, substantiall y as fmd for the purpose

Set f01t11 3
' BOVERLY §. REED,
- Witnesses:
C. A. SHAW,

L. J. WHITE.

| 1ic ‘spring-stay connected to said ribs at the
i ‘back of the bustle, the upper end of saidstay
extending above the uppermost of the ribsto
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