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1o all whom it may concern : | heights from the center to the ends. TFig. 4 is
Be it known that I, James F. OSBORN, a | a flat view of the central piece of veneering,
citizen of the United States, residing at Jeffer- | sShowing the circular pieces cut from the sides.
sonville, in the county of Clarke and State of Fig. 5 is a flat view of the pieces constituting
5 Indiana, have invented a certain new and use- | the first and last courses of the veneers, show- 5s
ful Improvement in Trunk-Tops; and I do | ing the slightly curved edges.
hereby declare that the following is a full, | Similarletters refer tosimilar parts through-
- clear, and exact description of the construe- | out the several Views.
tion of the same, reference being had to the | In the drawings, A represents the press
10 annexed specification. | used In pressing and forming the tops, which 6o
My invention relates to certain new and | are made of wood veneers, and in form as
useful improvements in trunk-tops, but more | shown in the drawings. |
especlally in a top made of three or more| Bis the screw by means of which power is
thicknesses orlayers of wood veneers, the first { applied to compress the tops into form, and

15 and last layers of which are made in two | C are the dies by means of which they are 65
pleces with straight edges, all except the cen- formed, and by which they are rendered firm
tral ones, which are slightly curved in order | and rigid and not liable to change their form.
to form a perfect joint in the center where D represents a top between the dies, show-
they come together by pressing them into | ing the curveor arcs of diminishing height be-

20 form by suitable diesinto which they are each | tween the center and ends. 70
lald transversely while the second sheet or K E represent the first and last course of
layer crosses them on a line with the dies and | vencers of which the tops are made, and are
18 made in one piece, the full size of the top | each cuf in form, as shown, with theinner or
with circular pieces cut out of each side, the | central edges, I I, slightly curved in order to

25 curves of which are so reduced as to form per- | make a perfect joint whén formed, which is 75
fect joints when all the parts are contracted | done by placing the first course E transversely
by pressing them into the dies with glue or | in the dies C, and then crossing them on a line
other adhesive substance between the differ- | with the dies O by the second course, G, which
ent layers, to cause them to adhere firmly | is cut in form as shown in the drawings, with

30 and retain the required form rigidly without | circular pieces H H ecut from the sides, the 8o
change. circles of which are afterward made slightly

The object of this my invention is to pro- | smaller than the circles in the sheet G, in or-
vide a trunk-top made of three or more thick- | der to make = perfect joint when contracted
nesses of veneers Secured firmly together by | by pressing them into the dies C, in which

35 means of glue or other adhesive substance | they are laid parallel or.on a line therewith, 83
when pressed and shaped by means of suit- | and agaln crossed by another course of the
able dies, thereby giving solidity to the article | veneer forms E, with glue or other adhesive
and rendering it much stronger and more dur- | substance between the parts or layers, and so
able than those made of boards or staves, as | on in like manner if more sheets are required

40 now practiced by manufacturers. Tattainthe | to make the necessary thickness: and while oo,
above object by the mechanism illustrated in | the glue is yet warm the whole mass is sub-

‘the drawings, in which— jected to a heavy pressure between the dies
Figure 1 is a perspective of the dies and C, which gives form to the tops and renders
press for forming the tops, showing the dies | them solid and rigid in form and not liable to

45 1n section. Fig. 2 is a sectional view of the change, and after the glue is thoroughly dry 95
top or cover, taken on a line with the top, | or set the top may be removed and replaced
showing the eurves on that line. Fig. 3 isa | by another to undergo the same process.
perspective view of the top when completed, Iam aware that trunk-tops have been made
showing the arc or swell in cross - section | of three thicknesses of wood veneers gored at |

50 through the center and are of diminished | the ends with glue between the layers and 100
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or gored veneers; but o .
~ What I do claim as my invention and de- |
sire to secure by Letters Patent in trank-tops,

IO

formed by means of dies while the glueis hdt; [

but this manner of goring, being imperiect,
either leaves open seams or causes the veneers
to split or crush and cause a defect. Therefore
I make no claim to trunk-tops made of staves

18— o .

1. Ina trunk-top made of wood veneers In
three or more thicknesses, the central sheet,
@G, having circular pieces H H cut from the
sides, the circles of which are afterward

slightly reduced to form a perfect joint when-

...........

preSsed into form by the dies C, substantially 15

as described, and for the purpose set forth.

9. In combination with the central sheet; G,

having circular pieces H H cut from itssides,

‘as above described, the sheets E E, consti-
| tuting the tirst and last courses that form the 20

tops having the inner edges slightly curved to
form a perfect joint when pressed into form by
the dies C, substantially as described, and for
the purpose set forth. o |
JAMES F. OSBORN.

Witnesses:
FRANK PARDON,
GEORGE HAMMER, " -
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