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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, RUTH MOFFITT, of
Wheatland, in the county of Bureau, and State
of 1llinois, have invented an Improved Car-
pet-Stretcher, of which the following isaspeci-
fication.

The special object of the invention is to
furnish the public with a carpet-stretcher
which can be conveniently manipulated and
securely held In position while it 18 being
tacked down.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a plan view,
showing the stretcher projected from the
frame and held ready so that the edge of the
carpet may be arranged and properly tacked
down. Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the
stretcher siid back within its gnide-frame and
the claw free to be fastened in the carpet. Fig
3 18 a detaill view of the slide-bar.

In the drawings, A represents the gmde
frame, consisting of two bars, ¢ «, longitudi-
nally Tabbeted abt a? on their opposite faces,
and provided at each end with the capsa’ «'.

B 18 the claw-piece,which 1s excised or cut
out at b, between the claws, to afford space
for the holdmn of the tacks and the driving
of them throug h the carpet into the floor.

B’ is the slide- bar, which is attached to the
claw-piece at or about the middle thereof,
moves back and forth between the bars « g,
and carries siderolls, &* 6*°,which work in the
grooves of said bars.

b" b’ are staples on the opposite ends of
slide-bar B, to which are attached the ends of
rope or cord F, the latter being sufficiently
wrapped about the windlass to allow the de-
sired back and forward movement to the bar
B'.

- C C aretwoparallel uprights which are rab-
beted at ¢, so as to rest upon the bars « a, and
are securely fastened thereto. Near the top
of these nprights,and 1n bearings made there-
in for the purpose, at the same height and di-
rectly opposite to one another, are held the

45 journals d d of a windlass, D, having the
hand-crank d' on the end of one of said jour-

nals.
On one end of the windlass D, I preferably,

but not necessarily, make a ratchet, ¢’ in |

aplr

which works a detent, B, pivoted to the side of 50

the adjacent upright C.

The operation is as follows: The device be-
Ing in the position with all its parts as shown
in Kig. 2 of the drawings,and the chain, rope,
or cord I being attached to each end of the
slide-bar B, and wound about the windlass to
the extent of the stroke of the slide-bar B/,
the operator turns the crank toward the front
until the carpet 1s stretched to the degree in-
tended. As this is done, the detent, which
may be held to the mtchet by glamty, rises
and falls on its pivot without interfering
with the forward movement of the windlass;
but no matter when the operator ceasesto ex-
ert force upon the crank, the carpet is held
firmly up to the point £0 which 1t has been
stretched. Theoperatornowleaves his crank,
takes his hammer and proceeds to tack down
the carpet in the spaces b between the claws.
He then throws back his detent I, turns the
windlass in the opposite direction, and he is
ready to stretch another part of the carpet.

1t will thus be seen that with my invention
one person with little or no assistance may
put down a carpet in the most careful and
thorough maunner.

Having thus described all that is necessary
to a full understanding of my invention, what
I claim as new,and desire to protect by Letters
Patent, 18—

1. In a carpet-stretcher, the combination
of two parallel bars, ¢ «, capped at ', and
rabbeted at ¢, with a claw-bar, B’, having two
opposite side rolls, %, working onsaid rabbets
a’, as shown and described.

2. In carpet-stretchers, the combination,
with a claw-bar, B, having an end staple on
top of each end and a superposed windlass
journaled in uprights C C, of a flexible con-
nection, I, wrapped about the windlass to the
length of the stroke of said slide-bar,and fast-
ened at 1ts ends to the staples &' V', whereby
the claw-bar may be operated in bobh direc-
tions by the windlass, as described.

RUTH MOFFITT.

Witnesses:

NORTON MOFEFITT,
ABRAHAM ANDERSON.
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