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1o all whom it may concerm: | or they are easily cut off to the required
Beit knownthat I, JOSEPH MAYER,of Yonk- | length; and itis preferable to make use of a
ers, in the county of Westchester and State ' short metallic binding strip or clasp at the top
of New York, have invented an Improvement | and bottom ends of each stiffening-strip, as 5
5 1n Corsets, of which the following is a spem at H, so as to inclose the ends of the finesteel
fication. wires. If, however, the steel wires are 1ntro-
Corsets have been made of wire woven in | duced in place of weft-threads,such wires may
the form of a netting; butthe strands crossing | be of less length between the bends at the
each other are too rigid,and the wire is liable | ends than the height of the corset, so that 6
10 -to break and to injure the person. In other | each stiffening-strip will only have one wire
cases the woven corset has had longitudinal | laid up and down throughout the same.
wires introduced into the fabric and the en- The corset itself is to be of any desired size
tire corset sized, dampened, and pressed. In | or construction,and the woven corset fabric is.
this corset the wire is liable to injury by the | cut out into sections of the proper shapes, and 6
15 sizing and dampening, and the corset has the | the edges folded back, as usual, so as to be
wires interspersed throughout its woven ma- | sewed together, the stiffening-strips ¢ being
terial. - introduced between the respective sections.
My invention relates to an improved corset- Corsets as ordinarly made are generally of
stiffening formed of bands of strong corset | two thicknesses of woven material, I prefer 7
20 fabric having fine longitudinal wires woven | in introducing my improved stiffening-strips
into the fabric,so asto be adapted to insertion | to apply behind the same a strip of ordinary
- between the various sections of woven ma- | woven corset material, as at E, and to intro-
terial of which the corset is composed, and | duce these between the folded edges of the
sewed into place with such sections. Thereby | sections F F G G, as seen in Fig. 3, and to 7.
25 the fine steel wires formthe stiffening inplace | stitch the fabries together at the lines i Z,
of whalebones and other materials, and the | thereby making the corset of uniform strength
wires, being firmly inclosed in the heavy | throughout, and the strip E becomes a back-
woven strips,are not liable to injury, and the | ing between the wires and the person.
wires cannot penetrate the wearer, even I do not claim a corset having cords ofstift 8
32 should one break in consequenceof being in- | jute, hemp, or similar material; and I am
troduced, as instrips with a backing of plain | aware that machine-belts have been woven
corset material. with wire strands. By my improvement the
In the drawings, Figurel representsa half- | fine wires are employed to keep the corset
corset with my improved strips applied to ! from folding into ridges at the waist and to 8:
35 the same. Fig. 3 is an elevation of the stiff- | give elastlclty, and bemg in the woven fabriec
ening-strip separately, and Fig. 2 is a section &nd employed in strips, the improvement can

of the samein larger size. be availed of with any shape or character of
The strip ¢ is made of ordinary corset ma- | corset. |
terial, with the exception that the fine steel I claim as my invention— Q¢

40 wires b areintroduced and woven in firmly in The combination, in a corset, with the woven
- place of a warp or weft thread. The wires | sections, of a backing-strip, E, and a stiffen-

are preferably woven in at intervals, the in- | ing-strip, @, composed of awoven fabric with
tervening portions being woven as ordinary | fine wires introduced therein at intervals,
corset fabric. These stiffening-strips are of | substantially as set forth. G

45 suitable width-——say an inch to an inch and a Signed by me this 25th day of May, A. D.
half,more or less—and by preference the edge | 1885.
portions of these strips are plain fabric of |
sutficient width forsewing into place between JOSEPH MAYER.
the corset-sections withotut the sewing coming Witnesses: '

50 into contact with the fine steel wires. GEO. T. PINCKNEY,

The stiffening-strips are of suitablelength, ! WALLACE L. SERRELL.
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