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70 all whom it may concerw:
- Be it known that I, JosEPH NEWTON HUD-
SON, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Boonesborough, in the county of Howard
and State of Missouri, have invented certain
new and useful Improvementsin Zigzag Fences;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same. _ |

My invention relates to zigzag fences; and
it consists, chiefly, of improvements in the
means whereby the panels of such fences are

~conveniently and firmly secured together, and

whereby the connections can be tightened after
they have become loose by reason of the nat-
ural shrinkage of the fence or from any other
cause. I dispensewith theposts or poles usu-
ally employed for joining the panels of fences
of this class, and use instead a wire, which 1
tighten by means of a lever in a manner to be
hereinafter described. This greatly reduces
the cost of such fences and makes 1t practica-

“ble to construct fences with shorter panels,

thereby reducing the amount of waste land in
the corners of the fences and effecting a saving
in theamount of fence material. Whereasthe
ordinary lengths of fence-panelsare aboutfive
feet, I propose to make my panels about two
feet and a half in length. |

Inorder toenableotherstounderstand clear-
ly the nature of my invention, I will now de-
scribe it with reference to the accompanylng
drawings, in which— |

Figure 1 i1s an elevation of my improved
fence 1n position.
same in process of construction, the binding-
levers not yet having been drawn into place;
and Fig. 3 is a view of the binding-wire.

The same letters refer to the same parts in
all the drawings.

A A aretherailsof anordinary zigzag fence.
One end of the lowest rail in each panel rests
on the ground, and the other rests on the end
of thelowest railin the next panel. The pan-
els are built up in such a manner that every

~ rail except the top one lies at each end both

50

on and under a rail of the adjoining panel, the
panels being joined together at any convenient
angle. A loop of wire,as W, is wound around

the two upper rails of each panel in the man-

I

Fig. 2 isan elevation of the

ner shown, and the wire is then led down on
the outside of the panel under the lowest rail
of the adjoining panel, and up on the outside
nearly to the top of the fence, whereit is joined
to the lever B. It is evident that by pulling
down the outer end of the lever B the wire W
will be drawn tight around the ends of the
rails A A, securing them firmlyin place. The
wire W should be made short enough to re-
quire considerable exertion to bring the lever
B down i1nto place. |

It is intended that the levers B B shall be
operated successively, and that the outer end
of each shall be held under the end of the up-
permost rail in the preceding panel, or under
the inner end of the lever last operated. The
first lever in the series will be securely fixed
in place by any suitable means. The remain-
ing levers are held in place by the hooks 55
on the wires W W, in connection with theeyes .
T T on the ends of the levers. The hooksSiS
are made adjustable on the wires W W,
so that in case it becomes necessary, on ac- 75
count of the shrinkage of the fence, or for any
other reason, to put the end of the levers B B
under those of the second or third rails in the
several panels, or in any of them, there may
still be means of holding them in position.

It will be seen that my means for joining the
successive panels are very simple and inex-
pensive. It is not necessary that the levers B
B should be of heavy material, as any ordi-
nary pole will serve the purpose equally well.
There will be no need of special supports for
the fence, as the panels are so firmly joined as
to make the whole fence a firm structure,hav-
ing a base as wide as the angular distance be-
tween the extreme end of a joiut on one side
and the extreme end of the next succeeding
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joint on the other side. For the same reason
the fence will stand well on._sidling ground,

and the usual worm or crook of the fence can
be shortened. |

Owing to the simplicity of my lock and the
ease with which it is manipulated, it will be
easy, according to need, to tighten any joints
that may have become loose or to loosen the
connections entirely,and so leave the fence in roo
a condition to be taken apart and carried off
to be set up in another place. "

I am aware that fences have been construct-
ed or proposed for construction in which the
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top rail of each panel, when lifted into

place, serves to tighten the wire around the
ends of adjoining panels; butinsuch construc-
tions no provision has been made for counter-
acting the effect of shrinkage, or, if any, the
means employed have been substantially dif-
ferent from mine. Thebinding or tightening

effect in my fence is produced by depressing

the tightening-lever, and not by lifting a rail
into position.
Having now deseribed my invention, what

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, |

ig—

1. Thecombination,with the panels of a zig- |

zag fence,of a wireadapted to pass around the

interlacing ends of the said panels, a lever

tor tightening the wire around the ends of the

panels,oneend of the said wire being attached |

328,120

to the said lever, and the latter being long
enough to pass under the end of any one of the

rails of the next preceding panel, and a hook

adjustable on the wire of the adjoining panel
for holding theleverin position under the end
of any rail, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth. | |

2. The combination of the rails A A, the
wire W, and the lever B, having eye T, with
the wire at the other end of the panel, and the

adjustable hook S, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth. '

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses. |
~JOSEPH NEWTON HUDSON,

- Witnesses: _
JAMES FENELON MOORE,
RAW. TAN. CALLOWAY.
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