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To all whomy it may CORCETIL:

Be it known that I, CHARLES H. EDWARDS,

a citizen of the United States, residing at
 Quiney, in the county of Norfolk and State of
= Massachusetts, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Floating Dumping-Ves-
sels, of which the following is a speci ication.

My invention relates to floating vessels;
and it consists in improved means whereby
stones or similar material may be discharged
from the deck of a vessel, especially for such
purpose as the formation of a breakwater.
To this end a platform is placed on the deck
of a floating vessel, and the load rests on the
15 platform. When it is desired to dump the
load, the platform is shifted so that it pro-
jects a little way over one side of the vessel.
This causes the vessel to careen, and the load
is discharged antomatically at one side.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 represents the deck of a vessel, upon
which is a sliding platform. Fig. 2is a lon-
oitudinal section of a portion of a vessel on
an enlarged scale. TFig. 318 a transverse Sec-
tion of the same. Fig. 4 is an enlarged view
in detail, showing a roller and 1S connec-
tions.

A represents a vessel, which may be of any
desired size and dimensions.

D is the deck of the vessel, crosswise of
which are secured bars or ways B, one end of
each of which rests upon a beveled beam, e,
extending across the vessel’s deck a greater
portion of its width.

B is a platform upon which is placed the
load to be dumped. TUnderneath the said
platform are bars or beams H, extending
across the same and provided with rollers G,
the outer ends of the axles of which are con-
nected to thin strips of metal g, so as to keep
the rollers in their proper relative positions.
Mo the under side of the platform B 1s se-
cured a block, J, and to the deck D, a
short distance from the block J, is secured
another block, I, the two serving as stops for
the platform, so as to prevent it from mo ying
any farther than is necessary to one side. Any
other equivalent device for stops may be em-
ployed for this purpose.

In order to prevent the platform B from
moving before the proper time on the in-
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| clined ways, I place strong bars or braces 0,

each having one end abuftting agalnst pro-
jecting pieces b’ ¥, and having the other end
abutting against projecting pieces secured to 55
the vessel’s desk, as indicated by dotted lines
in Fig. 1. The said braces at <1

| connected by means of an iron rod or bar, ¢,

passing through them, and having at one end
an arm or lever, d, so that when the platform 6o
is loaded and the load is to be dumped by
turning the lever ¢, the braces b will be
drawn away from their abutments &’ 0, thus
releasing the platform, and allowing it to
islidde to one side of the vessel and dump the
oad.

Instead of the friction - rollers, the under
side of the platform may be provided with
ocrooved bars or rails fitted to slide 1 V-
shaped rails secured to the deck, so that by
moving the loaded platform to one side the
vessel will careen sufficiently to inecline the
platform and cause the load to slide off the
same and be dumped at the vessel’s side.

When the load is dumped, the platform 73
is drawn back to its place npon the deck by
means of the tackle and blocks L M N.

The sliding platform and its appendages
can be applied to a vessel already built with-
out changing the consfruction of the vessel,
and be readily removed from the same when
not required for use.

What I claim as my invention is—

1. In a floating wvessel, the combination,
with the deck having bars or ways extending
crosswise thereof, of a movable platiorm ex-
tending across the deck, and having support-
ing - pieces corresponding with the ways on
the deck, and stopsto prevent too great move-
ment of the platform, all arranged substan-
tially as described, so that the platform may
be projected a little way at onesideof the ves-
sel, and thus careen the vessel and dump the
load, as set forth. |

9. The combination, with the deck of aves-
sel, of bars or waysextending crosswise there-
of, a platformacross the deck having support-
ing-pieces corresponding with the deck-bars,
and anti-friction rolls between the deck-bars
and the platform - supports, substantially as roa
described.
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| 3. The combination, with the deck of a ves-




- Ing-pieces corresponding with the declk-bars,

i

sel, of bars or ways extending across the same, |
a platform across the deck having support-

stops b beneath the platform, and movable
pleces 0’ at each side of said stops, whereby

the platform is locked in position agalnst |

movement in either direction, substantially as
described.
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Intestimony whereof I have signed my name

to thisspecificationin the presence of two sub- 1o
scribing witnesses. PR

CHAS. H. EDWARDS.

Witnesses: |
J. H. ADAMS,
H. PLANTA.
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