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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, JOEN SCHAFER, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Marine,
in the county of Madison and State of Illinois,
have invented certain mew and usefal Im-
provements in Wire-Fence Posts, of which the
following is a description, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 1s a front elevation of the fence.
Fig. 2 1s a diagonal elevation of opne of the
Intermediate posts for supporting the mres,
and Fig. 3 is a cross-section on line z z, Fig. 2

This invention is an improvement in w1re
fence posts; and it consists in certain novel
constructions and combinations of parts, as
will be hereinafter first fully described, and
then pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings similar let-
ters of reference indicate corresponding parts
in all the figures.

A represents the corner posts. These are
exactly alike, but are arranged in different
positions at the corners of the fence for con-
venience in working the tightening appara-
tus. Hach corner post consists of a hollow
square box of suitable height and open on one
side. A screwed portion, a, at the lower end
of the post Is provided for 1nsertion into the
ground. «a are holes in the sides of the posts
for the attachment of the wires B, of which
the fence is formed. The other end of each
wire B 18 fastened to one of the rollers «?, se-
cured upon spindles ¢’, journaled in the next
corner post and provided with ends a*, made
square or of other suitable form, so that they
may be revolved by a wrench or crank-handle.
A ratchet-wheel, o, is cast solid with each of
the rollers «’, or i1s otherwise firmly secured
to 1t. A pawl, ¢’, is provided and pivoted on
the pin «', projecting from the side of the
post A. This pawl engages with the teeth of
the said ratchet-wheel, and prevents theroller

«® from turning backward when the wire is
tlghtened up. |

C is a support arranged diagonally between
the top of each corner post and the ground,in
the direction of the tension of the wire, for
relieving the posts from undue strain and
keeping them in a vertical position. |

D 1s one of the intermediate posts. Any
number of these may be employed and ar-

l 1anﬂ'ed at suitableintervals between the corner
posts Each post D is provided at 1ts lower

end with a secrew portion, d, for insertion into

the ground, and with a loose side, d, riveted x5

to the main portion of the post D, so as to form

a portion of it when attached.

The object sought by forming the post In
two vertical sectmns as shown, is to facilitate
the formation of the slots therein, which slots, 60
being formed at angles to each other, cannot
be conveniently formed when the post is made
in a single piece.

The main portion of each post D is provided
with slots d?, extending transversely across it 65
in a horizontal line para,llel with the ground.
The loose side d';of each postis pr ovided with
slots di, extendmn' diagonally downward (rom
one corner of it in a curve, and terminating in
a straight portion, which is in line with and 7C
forms a continuation of the slots d°, when the
loose side d' is riveted onto the post, and admits
of the wires passing in a straight line through
the post as shown in Flgs 1 and 3in the draw-

ing | 75
! When the fence is being put up, the inter-
mediate posts, D, are screwed into the ground,
so that the corners having the diagonal slots
d® come toward the front, as shown in Fig. 2.
The wires B are then slipped into the said 8o
diagonal slots, and the posts D are turned
round one-fourth of a revolution to the posi-
tion shown in Fig. 1. This causes the wires to
pass into the horizontal slots d% in which they
are securely retained by the construction of 85
the said slots in the post, but can be tightened
up or made slack by revolving the rollers in
the end posts as occasion requires.

Having thus fully described my mveutmn
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by GO
Letters Patent, 18—

1. In a fence, the intermediate post, D, hav-
ing horizontal slots d* therein, and provided
with a screwed portion, d, and with a sepa-
rately-formed side, d', secured to it and hav- g3
ing diagonal slots d’, substantially as described
and shown, and for the purpose set forth.

2. In a fence, the combination of the corner
posts, A, having screwed portions a, holes o',
rollers a?, ratchets o, and pawls a°, the wires 100
B, and the intermediate posts, D, having hori-
zontal slots d%, diagonal slots ¢°, and the screwed
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- portions d, substantlally as descrlbed and | clined as described and a horizontal slot com-
shown, and for the purpose set forth. municating with the inner end :of the said
3. A post for wire fences, provided in one notch, substantially as set forth, and provided
. of1ts corners with a downwardly-inclined slot, | at its lower end with means whereby 1t may 15
- 5 and having ahorizontal slot cut in its adJaeent be held and rotated Wlthm the gmund for the o
face and communicating with the said inclined | pu rpose descrlbed |

- slot, thesaid post being provided with a serew- | . .
-pomt whereby it may be inserted, held, and | -  JOHN SCHAFER.
~rotated within the ground, substanblally as seb Witnesses:
IO forth 1 LLoUIs WENTZ, -
- 4. A fence-post having a corner notch, in-| = Louls VOLK. *
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