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To all whom it maiy CORCETTY:

Be it known that I, MAURICE JOYCE, resid-
ing at Washington, in the District of Colum-
bia, have invented certain new and useful Im-

‘provements in Stereotype-Blocks, of which

the followingis a specification, reference being
had therein to the accompanying drawings.

This invention relates to blocks for stereo-
type and similar printing-plates.

The invention consists in a curved wooden
block for such plates, constructed in the
peculiar manner hereinafter described and
claimed. )

The object of the invention is to produce a
stereotype-block which will retain a curved

form under all the conditions under which

such blocksare used, without tendeney to warp
and break or distort the plate.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
of a wooden block with longitudinal saw-keris
in its face. TFig. 2 is a transverse section of
same with the expanding-wedges in position.
Fig. 8 is a plan or face view of same. Fig. 4
is a section of one of the wedges. I'ig. d1sa
transverse section of block with printing-plate
applied.

A indicates a wooden block of the general
character employed for mounting stereotype-
plates. In the face of this block, longitudi-
nally of the grain, saw kerfs or grooves I3 are
made, parallel with each other, and extend-
ing, preferably, a little more than half-way
through the plate.

Thin wooden wedges C are pressed into the
saw-kerfs B, the thick edge of the wedge be-
ing a little thicker than the width of the saw-
kerfs. These wedges will pry apart the parts

—

of the block between the top of the saw-kerfs
(the bottom of the block not being expanded,
so that the block will assume a curved form
The radius of curvature may be easily deter
mined by the number and distance apart o
the slits or saw -kerfs and the thickness o

the wedges inserted.

The plate D is secured to the block A b
brads or screws E, or in other usual manner
and when so secured holds the wedges I
place.

I am aware that curved metallie blocks ar
old: but such are much more expensive, and
owing totheirgreat weight, must be fastened t
the ‘“‘turtle’”” of a cylinder-press by specia
mechanism. |

I am also aware that curved wooden block
have been deseribed, but without the slits an
wedges, which make the curvature of the blocl
permanent and prevent strain on the plate.

I claim—

1. A-wooden stereotype-block having lon
gitudinal slits or kerfs and expanding-wedge
forced into the kerfs, whereby the block I
curved, as set forth.

2. The combination, with wooden block A
having longitudinal kerfs in its face, of th
expansion - wedges C, which are forced Int
said kerfs, and the stereotype or similar plat
D, secured to said block, substantially as d¢
scribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signatul
in presence of two witnesses. |

MATURICE JOYCE.

Witnesses:

W. A. BARTLETT,
W. D. HARRISON.
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