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To all whom it may conceri:
Be 1t known that I, WiLLiaAM N. ForD, a

- citizen of the United States residing at In
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dianapolis, in the county of Marion and State
of Indiana, have invented certain new and
usetul Improvements in Covers for Tobacco-
Pails, of which the following is a specification.

My Invention relates to covers for pails or
buckets, such as are used to ship and keep
fine-cut chewing-tobacco in, and the objects
of my improvements are to provide a cover
or lid for such tobacco-pails which will per-
mit of keeping the tobacco in the pail moist
without wetting the same, and the construec-
tion of which is simpler and less expensive
and its operation more perfect than similar
devices now in use. I attain these objects by
the device illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which—

1‘10*111@ 118 a vertical section through my
improved tobacco-pail; Fig. 2, an under side
view or plan of the cover or ]1d with the drip-
pan; Kig. 3, a partial vertical cross-section
through the cover or lid and drip-pan on line
x x on Fig. 2; ¥ig. 4, a vertical cross-section,
partly broken away, through the cover and

drip-pan, showing the drip-pan pivoted to the

cover instead of bemﬂ hinged thereto, as illus-
trated in Figs., 2 and 3.

Similar letters refer tosimilar partsthrough-
out the several views.

A 18 the tobacco-pail, B the lid or cover.
To the under side of said lid or cover B is
hinged or pivoted a sheet-metal pan, C, in
such a manner that the rim of the pan will fit
to the under side of the lid, in which position
1t 1s held by a clamp, hook, or any other suit-
able fastening device, /, secured to the lid.

Holes ¢ ¢ ¢ are punched through the bot-
tom of the pan C from the under side in such

a manner that the metal punched through

stands up, forming a circular flange around
the holes ¢ ¢c¢. DBy these flanges any water
standing 1n the pan is prev ented from run-
ning out through the holes ¢ ¢ ¢ onto the to-
bacceo contcnned in the pail.

Projections or ribs d d d are soldered to the
bottom of the pan C in a vertical position
with the bottom of the pan. A damp cloth,

rag, or blanket, I, 18 laid on top of and rests .

| on these ribs or projeetidus d d d, the ribs

forming an air-space between the blanket I
and the bottom of the pan C, so that air is
permitted to circulate under the entire bottom
surface of the blanket F, and absorb all the
moisture contained in the same.

The deviceis operated in the following man-
ner: The pail lid or cover B, “henevel the
tobacco needs moistening, is taken off from
the pall A and laid down top surface down.
Then the clamp or hook 7 is turned or oper-

{ N

ated so as to unfasten the rim of the pan C

from the lid B. The pan Cis then turned
over on the hinge & and laid down alongside
of the lid B bottom down. The blanket I,
after being wetted, is smmd over and laid
onto the ribs or prq] ections d d d 1n the pan
C. The lid B 1s then turned on the hinge %
and laid over the pan C, both being faqtened
together by the hook or clamp 1.

When the rim of the pan at one point is piv-
oted to the lid, as shown in Fig. 4, the up-
turning of the pan and lid in order to get at the
blanket is avoided, the pan swinging around
horizontally on the P1vos .

After the lid and drip-pan are placed on the
pail A, the air in the paill circulates through
the holes ¢ ¢ ¢ and underneath the wet blanket
I, and becoming saturated with moisture im-
parts the moisture to the tobacco. To faecili-
tate the circulation of the air, a few holes, m
m, may be bored through the sides of the pail

or through the lid, this, however, being not

absolutely necessary, on account of the lid not
fitting tight onto the pail. Any drippings
from the blanket IF are prevented from going
through the holes ¢ ¢ ¢ by the uprigkt flanges
around said holes.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 18—

1. A cover or lid, B, for tobacco- ]_}‘LIIS hav-
ing a perforated pan, C hinged or pivoted to
its under side, a cl&mp or fa-stener, [, for se-
curing and keeping said pan C to the cover
or lid B, the projections or ribs d d d, extend-
ing upward from the bottom of the pan C, and
the blanket F, all arranged as described, and
for the purpose specified.

2. A cover or lid for tobacco-pails, consist-
ing of the cover proper, B, the pan C, hinged

9.

¢
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r pivoted to the under side of the cover B, | 1In testimony whereof I have signed my name
nd having perforations ¢ ¢ ¢, with upward- | to this specification in the presence of two sub-
irned flanges and projecting ribs @ d d, the seribing witnesses. - |

lamp or fastener 7, to secure the pan C to the o WILLIAM N. FORD.
d B, and the blanket ¥, to lay on top of the | Witnesses: ' -
tbs d d d, all substantially arranged as de- - THEODORE LLAUGBEIN,

>ribed, and for the purpose specified. | ~ R. P. DAGGETT.
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