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To all whom it may concermn:

Be 1t known that I, ALBERT C. FAIRBANKS,
of Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Banjos, of which
the following is a specification.

The objects of myinvention are to provide a
cheap, simple, and efficient device whereby
the musical tone or resonance of a banjo may
be very much inecreased in volume or com-
pass of sound, and in details of construction
tending to render the same more desirable;
and it consists in the construetion, combi-
nation, and arrangement of a metallic eymbal
or inverted dome-shaped sounder or bell or
sounding device of other suitable material
arranged with its concave surface or mouth
In close proximity to or in contact with
the parchment head of the banjo, and in de-

talls of construction hereinafter more fully

described, and set forth in the claims.

Figure 1 represents a vertical central sec-
tion of a banjo constructed according to my
invention. Fig. 2 represents a similar view
of a modification of the same. T'ig. 3 repre-
sents a view of a further modification of the
same. I1g. 4 represents a section view of de-
tails of construction. -

A represents the wood hoop-rim, provided
at Intervals with brackets and other devices
for straining the parchment head, as usual,
which head B is stretched over and rests at
1ts circumference upon the bead or turned-

over edge of the mouth of the sheet - metal

bell or eymbal O, which rest at its periphery
or circumferential wire or ring I upon the top

~or upper edge of the said hoop-rim A, and

18 provided with a series of sound-holes, T,
near 1ts mouth or periphery, and is set in vi-
bration by vibration of the parchment head
B, and 1s free from all other parts of the in-
strument, so as to be capable of unrestrained
vibrations, which in effect give out a clear
and bell-like ringing tone when played upon.

Now, in order to increase the bell-tone by
a more free vibration of the mouth or periph-
ery of the bell or cymbal C, I connect the same
at 1ts bottom or central part to the brace or
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cross rod D, extending from the handle F to
the opposite side of the hoop-rim A, leaving
1ts mouth in near proximity to the said parch-
ment head B, its periphery being turned over
downward, leaving a narrow circumferential

or annular space intervening between it and

the inner face of thesaid hoop-rim A, asshown
in Fig. 2.

I also contemplate a construction somewhat
different from that shown in Fig. 1, and which
1s shown in Fig. 3, wherein the bell or cym-
bal O is constructed deeper and has its pe-
riphery or edge turned down or over, so as
to fit upon the circumferential wire H, which
1s provided with a narrow sheet-metal flange,
L, which is embedded or fitted in a recess
formed around the outer upper edge portion
of the said wood hoop-rim A, so as to stand
flush or even therewith, by which means the
parchment head B, when wet and being
stretched over the outside of the upper por-
tion of the finished or varnished hoop-rim A,

1s preveunted from sticking thereto, as shown

1n Ifig. 4, and such metal band gives a greater
contrast and better appearance than a whole
metal rim or covering, and is also much
lighter and more desirable, as the musical
tones are softer and sweeter from a hoop-rim
composed of part wood and part metal, where
the wood 18 leit free at a portion of the said
hoop-rim to vibrate, and as the parchment B
(shown in position over the said metal flange
L 1in Fig. 4) leaves the lower portion of the
sald hoop-rim, or that portion most remote
from said metal, free to vibrate, the sharp or
harsh tones of the metal are subdued and ren-
dered agreeable or musical, thereby increas-
ing the mellifluence of the instrument’s tones.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim 18—

1. In a banjo or other parchment-head in-
strument, the metal bell-shaped device C, hav-
ing 1ts mouth at or near the parchment head
thereof, for the purposes set forth.

2. In a banjo or other parchment-head in-
strument, the metallic bell-shaped device C,
having its mouth arranged near the parch-

ment head, but not in contact therewith, so
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as to be left free to vibrate independently | holes, T, near the mouth thereof, substan-

thereof, substantially as desecribed, as and for | tially as described, as and for the purposes set
the purposes set forth. | forth. :
0. In a banjo or analogous instrument, the ALBERT C. FAIRBANKS.
5 sheet-metal bell-shaped device C, having its Witnesses:
mouth portion arranged near the parchment SYLVENUS WALKER,
head and provided with a series of sound- JAMES T. DORSEY.
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