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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, Joun C. HERRMANN. a
citizen of the United States, residing at Cedar
Rapids, in the county of Linn and State of
lowa, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Burial Apparatus, of which
the following is a specification.

The object of this invention is toso improve
the burial apparatus described in my applica-
tion for Letters Patent filed on or about the
20th day of February, 1885, as to dispense

with one of its arches, and render the frame- |

work simpler, stronger, and lighter, and when
disconnected more compact and portable.

The invention consists in the construction
and arrangement of the arches and other parts
of the frame-work, as hereinafter specified.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Figure 1 represents
an end perspective of the invention as in use;
Fig. 2, a lopgitudinal half-section of an arch,
and I'ig. 3 a plan view of the same.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

In my original invention, above referred to,
the apparatusisshown with three arches about
equidistant, two being at the head and foot of
the grave, respectively, and the other at some
distance therefrom. It was designed therein
that the coffin or casket should be moved end-
wise to a proper position over the grave, and
thence lowered to place. To this end the
arch farthest from the grave was made wide
enough to allow the pall-bearers and casket
to pass through, the casket being deposited
on the ground at the head of the grave for the
final ceremonies. That device, while gener-
ally satisfactory, and in most cases quite S0, Was
necessarily somewhat complicated in struct-
ure and arrangement. Thepresent invention
1s designed to simplify and improve it in
several respects, and, first, by dispensing with
one of the arches and placing the two remain-
Ing ones in a different position with respect to
the grave. By reference to Fig. 1 it will be
seell that they are set parallel with the grave,
the one being near to it and the other at a
considerable distance from it to give room for
the bearers to deposit the casket at the side of
the grave. My object in putting it beside in-

stead of over the grave is to avoid the incon-

venience to the bearers caused by supporting |

| the casket with the grave between them, and

the danger of the caving in of the grave inci-
dent thereto. After the ceremony has been 55
performed, thesexton or undertaker, by means

of the tackle and removable carriage, trans-
fers the casket from the place where it is left
by the bearers to a position over the grave,
moving it sidewise,and lowersit into the grave 6o
in the manner described in my former specifi-
cation, above referred to.

Several important advantages arise from
this arrangement. By dispensing with the
middle arch and its connection with the sup- 65
porting-rail D the rail is unobstructed from
end to end. Instead of being suspended from
the arches by studs it may be fastened directly
to them, and there being no middle bolt or
stud forthe carriage to straddle, the rail may ele
be set edgewise, as shown, and the carriage
have but two travelers instead of four. The
arches may also be narrower than in the
former case, as it is not necessary that they be
wide enough to span the grave. The greater ”g
simplicity of the structure and the diminu-
tion in the expense of manufacture will be
evident.

Following is a description of the improve-
ments 1n the manner of construecting the arches 3o
and connecting them in a suitable frame-work.
For convenience in handling and conveying
from place to place, the arch A is made in
sections consisting of the center piece or key,
a, the sides b b, and supports or corner-blocks 85
¢cc. To these may be added for increased
strength the tie-rod d, which binds the parts
together In the form of a truss. One side of
the center block has asocket to admit the end
of the railD. On each side of the block are 00
horns corresponding to the tubular side pleces,
b b, and adapted to slip into them easily. A
lag at each side receives the ends of the guy-
rods e e. The lower end of the side pieces, b,
slips over a suitable horn on the corner-block 05
¢, which also has lugs for guy-rods d, ¢, and 7,
It may be fastened permanently to the top of
post B or slip into it loosely, as above men-
tioned. The diagonal guy-rods ¢ e are pref-
erably provided with right-and-left nuts ; ty I00
by means of which they may be strained to
any required degree of tension. The tie-rod
d may be so provided, if desired.

Thus constructed the frame is very light
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and strong, and may be set up or taken down | ing - nuts ¢ 4, and the center rail, D, substan-

easily and quickly, and when apart may be

packed in comparatively mnarrow space for |

transportation, rendering it specially conven-
jent for the purpose for which it is designed.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 18— |

1. In a burial apparatns, the arch A, com-
posed of the center piece or key, a, having 2
socket to receive the end of the rail D, and
side horns adapted to slip into the ends of the
side pieces, b b,the corner-blocks ¢ ¢,connected
with posts B, and having horns to retain the
Jower ends of the side pieces, b b, in combina-
tion with said side pieces, substantially as

“gpecified.

2. In a burial apparatus, the combination of
center piece, «, side pieces, b b, corner-blocks
¢ ¢, tierod d, and posts B B, substantially as
set forth. - o

3. Ina burial apparatus, the combination of
two arches, constructed substantially as speci-

fied, with the center rail, D, and the parallel

tie-rods f f, substantially as set forth.

4. In a burial apparatus, the combination of

twoarches, constructed substantially asshown,

with the diagonal guy-rods e ¢, having tighten- |

tially as set forth.
5. In aburial apparatus, the combination of
two arches, constructed substantially asspecl-

fed, with the center rail, D, parallel tie-rods
f f,and diagonal guy-rods ¢ e, made adjustable,
all constructed, arranged, and adapted to op- 35
erate substantially as specified. -

6. In a burial apparatus, the center piece, a,
having a socket for the end of the rail D, lugs
for the guy-rods e ¢, and horns at an angle cor-
responding with side pieces, b 0, and adapt-
ed to slip into their ends, substantially as set
forth. . - | |

7. In a burial apparatus, the corner-blocks
¢ ¢, having an upwardly-extending horn at an
angle eorresponding with the side pieces, b b, 45
and adapted to slip into the ends thereof, a
downwardly-extending portion, whereby it 18
connected with the post B, and lateral lugs to
receive the ends of connecting-rods d e f, sub-
stautially as set forth. | |

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

| JOHN C. HERRMANN.
Witnesses: | |
F. LAURENCE WILCOX, -
L. T. WILCOX.
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