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To all whom it may concerwn:
Be 1t known that I, JOHN THOMAS, a sub-
ject of the Queen of Great Britain and Ire-

land, and a resident of Bristol, England, have

invented an Improved Hat, of which the fol-
lowing 18 a specification.

My invention consists of a hat to the brim
of which the binding has been secured by
sewing after said brim has been curled.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

4 perspective view of my improved hat; Ifig.

2, a sectional view of part of the hat through
the front or rear portion of the brim; Fig. 3,
a section of part of the hat through the curled
or side portion of the brim, and Figs. 4 and
5 views showing hats bound by tbe methods

10w 1n use.
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The plan now generally adopted in secur-
ing the binding upon the brim of a hat is,
irst, to curl the brim, and then apply the bind-
ing thereto and _stitch it on by hand. The
binding is usually of such a width that it will
cover the top of the curl and slightly overlap
the 1nner and outer edges of the same, there
being an even overlap of the binding at the
front and rear edges of the brim. No at-
tempts have been made to sew such a binding
with close-connected stitches, the opposite
edges of the binding being Slmply tacked or
basted down by short stitches formed first on
one edge, and then on the opposite edge, as
shown in Fig. 4.

In some hats the binding overlaps more on

the top of the brim than on the bottom, at the

front and back of the hat, and in this case
two rows of stitches are requu ed, one for each
edge; but in this case, also, the stitches are
merely tacking or bastmﬂ' stitches and made
by hand.

Another plan which has been adopted 13 to
apply the binding to the edge of the brim be-
fore the latter is cuarled, the line of stitches
passing directly through the brim and through
the opposite edges of the binding, as shown in
Yig. 5; but this plan is objectionable because
it necessitates the use of very wide binding,
and because the appearance of this binding
1s materially impaired by thesubsequent oper-
atlons incident to the curling and setting of

50 the brim of the hat.

T discard both of these plans, and sew the

binding to the brim either befme or after it has

1ecelved its side ‘‘roll’?? and front and back
‘“set,”” but after the same has been ‘‘curled,”’
the sewing being by connected stitches in-
stead of by the ordinary tacking or basting.
I prefer to use for this purpose a machine for
which I have filed application for Letters Pat-

ent bearing even date herewith; but as this

machine forms no part of my pr esent anplica-
tion no deseription of it here will be necessary,
and I will simply set forth the characteristics
of the hat as an article of manufacture, as
shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 3, and as distinguished
from hats bound in the manner shown in KFigs.
4 and b.

The brim of the hat has the usnal set or de-
pression, «, at front and rear, and on each side
2 roll or turned-up portion, b, terminating in
an inwardly-bent edge or curl, d; and extend-
ing around the edo*e of the bum 18 the bind-
ing f.

The binding is apphed to the edge of the
brim as usual, and 1ssecured by stltchee which
pass duectly through the brim and tthllGh
the upper and 10W61 overlapping edges of the
binding at the front and rear of the hat, as
shoswn 1n Fig. 2; but on approaching the curl
the stitches gradually change their length and
direction, so that on the curled portions of the
brim they pass transversely across from edge
to edge of the binding, beneath the curl, and
thr ounh the npper portionof the roll, as shown
in I‘lﬂ* 3.

The stitches are conuected-——-—that 18 to say,
the thread passes from stiteh to stitech on the
face of the binding—and in this respect my
improved hat is 1‘eadily distinguishable from
one having the binding simply tacked or bast-
ed on, as usual, while the hat is distinguish-
able from one to which the binding has been
applied before curling the brim not only on
account of the finer appearance of the bind-
ing, but also because of the much narrower
binding which I am enabled to use.

I have shown in the drawings a double-
thread lock-stitch, and although suech is pref-
erable, yet the binding may be secured by a
single-thread chain-stiteh, 1f desired.

I claim as my invention—
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A hat having a curled brim with bmdmﬂ* '

braid secured thereon by stitches passing di-
rectly through the bmm and edges of the
braid at front and rear of the hat, but gradu-

ally changing in length and dlrectlou a,t each
side of the hat, so as o pass transversely from

edge to edge of the braid, beneath the curl, and |

throuoh the upper pOIthll of the roll of the
brim, as set forth.

In testimcmy whereof I have hereunto sef |

2 ' _ 327,354

my hand in-the presence of two subsorlbmg

witnesses.
Witnesses: ~ JOHN THOMAS
W. E. PARRY, -
Lristol Chambers, kaolas Street Bristol, Fng-
land, Solicitor of the Supreme Court of Judi-
cature in Lingland.

- W. BR. PARRY,

Bristol Chambers, afomsmd Articled Clerk to

the said W, E. Par?y
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