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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, AmMos HADLEY, a cifil-
zen of the United States, residing at Washing:-
ton, in the District of Columbia, have 1n-

vented certain new and useful Tmprovements

in Hand-Blotters or Blotting-Pads; and I do

~ hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
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and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same. |

The object of my invention is to provide a
hand-blotter or blotting-pad, to which a num-
ber of sheets of blotting-paper may readily
and conveniently be applied and securely
clamped; and with this purpose in view it 1s
made to consist of certain features of construc-
tion which will hereinafter be more fully set
forth. | | o

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of one form of my blotter as improved.
Figs. 2, 3, and 4 are similar views showing
certain modifications of the same. Fig. b i8a
central transverse section of another form of
the same. Fig. 6 is a side elevation of the
form shown in section in Fig. 5. Fig. 71s a
perspective view of a modified form of hinge
which may in some cases be adopted.

Similar letters of reference indicate like
parts in all the figures. : |

The blotter is made with upper and lower
plates, A and B, hinged together at the side, as
shown at F in Figs. 1, 2, and 3, or the lower
plate may be recessed, as shown in Fig. 4, and

~ theupper plate,A,be madeintwo parts, hinged
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to the elevated portion of

the lower plate or
block. | - |

As i1t is only neeessary that the 'Clamping..

portion of the blotter should be readily de-
tachable from the other part, a further modifi-
cation (shown in Figs. 5 and 6) may be adopt-
ed in place of those above described. In this
form the upper block or plate may be entirely
removed from the lower one, to which it 18 at-
tached by means of spring-catches J, provided
with shoulders K, which are pressed down-
ward into the mortise P, the shoulders K
catching on shoulders O, formed in the lower
block at the edge of said mortise. In order
that the upper plate may be readily detached
from the lower one, small wires or rods L are
attached to the spring-jaws J and extended

1

out to the sides of the lower block, B, through

an open-topped recess or slot, N, formed in

said lower block. Thumb-pieces M are at-

tached to the ends of the wires I, to which

pressure may be applied for the purpose of
releasing the spring-catch J. The jaws of the
spring-catch J are made sufficiently wide to
secure a proper hold on either side of the
slot N. |

In Figs. 1, 2, and 3, in which side hinges
are used, a spring-catch, D, is provided on the
upper plate, which fastens to a stud or lug, L,
on the lower plate. This catch may be of a
well-known form, (shown in Fig. 3,) or pret-
erably of the form shown in Figs. 1 and 2,
which is designed to adapt itself to the vary-
ing thickness of paper which may be clamped
between the plates. This catch consists of a
stud or lug, E, provided with downwardly-
serrated teeth e, which engage with upwardly-
serrated teeth d on the spring portion of the
catch which is secured to the upper plate.

In the construction shown in Fig. 4 a turn-.

buckle, I, secured to or turning loosely on the
shank of the knob or handle H, may be turned
longitudinally on the blotter, so as to extend
across the hinged joints of the upper plate,
clamping them securely upon the paper,which
is folded over the ends of the lower block, B.

In order to provide for the varying thick-
ness of paper, compensating-springs G are pro-
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vided, by means of which the pressure of the

clamping device is communicated to the pa-
per. . Several forms of compensating-springs

are illustrated in the different figures.

In Fig. 1 a simple curved spring is secured
in any suitable manner transversely to the
upper plate, so that when the cover is folded
down upon the paper the springs will be
pressed tightly upon the folded ends of the

paper,-and will hold the spring-catch D at a

sufficient tension upon its lug Ii.

In Fig. 2 a strip of spring metal, G, i3 se-
cured at its ecenter upon the lower block,B,so
that its edge will be flush with the rear longi-
tudinal edge of said block, and to the ends of
said spring-strip are secured the lower leaves
of the hinges F, the upper leaves being at-
tached to the upper plate in the same manner
as in Fig. 1. 'When the paper is clamped be-
tween the plates in this form, the ends of the
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spring G, with the hinges attached thereto, | said plates together, compensating-springs G, 35 =
- -~ are raised and thus compensate for the thick- | and means for locking the upper and lower
. nessofthepaper. ~ ~ plates together, all operating substantially a

Instead of attaching the hinges to a separate | described and set forth. o
- 5 spring, as in Fig. 2, the hinges themselves 2. In a blotter, the combination of the up-
-~ may be made of spring metal, the lower leaf, | per and lower plates hinged ‘together at the 40

S’y being made longer than the upper one, as | side, compensating-springs, -&Hd:&'.device for
shown in Fig. 7, and by its elasticity allow for locking the parts together,subst&ntlally as de-

~ the amount of play required between the | scribed. _
10 plates. ' - 3. Ina blotter, the upper plate, A, provided =~

In Figs. 3 and 6 still another form of spring | at its ends with the broad sheets of spring 25

- 18 shown, which is formed by shortening the | metal G,arched as deseribed, the lower plate,.
- upper plate, A,and securing to the ends thereof B,hinged to the said upper plate at one side,
@ broad sheet of spring metal extending to or | and spring-catch D, all combined and operat-
-~ I5 nearthe ends of the lower block, and bent or Ing substantially as deseribed. =
arched so that the ends will press upon the | 4. The combination of an upper and a j5o0

- folded ends of the blotting-paper when the | lower plate,hinged together at the side of the

~~ upper plate is closed upon the lower one. - Sspring cateh, consisting of the bent spring-
S . Instead of attaching spring-plates to the | plate D and the rigid part E, both of said o
20 upper plate, the upper plate may be made | parts being Provided on their opposing faces

wholly of spring metal having its ends bent or | with series of oppositely-inelined serrations or s5

R arched in the manner described. teeth, substantially as deseribed. =~
~In the forms shown in Figs. 1, 3 and 4, | 5. In a blotter, the combination of an upper

~ blocks should be inserted between the lower | and a lower ‘plate, device for holding said SR
. 25 leaves of the hinges and the lower plate of the plates together, and compensating-springs to

. blotter,in order that the Springs may rest upon | allow for the varying thicknesses of paper to 6o

the paper with the same pressure at the side | be secured between the plates, all operating
SRR ‘Opposite the hinges as on the side to which substantially as deseribed. -

L - they are secured. | In testimony whereof I affix my signature in

30 _ Having fully described my invention, what presence of two witnesses.
- 1 desire to claim and secure by Letters Patent

18— I ‘Witnesses: B
1. In a blotter, the combination of an upper ~ H. E. Brau, S
. plate, A, lower plate, B, hinges F, for securing . JOHN T. HECEK.
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