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To all whom it may concerw:

Be 1t known that I, LEMUEL G. WILLIAMS,
of Boston, county of Suffolk, and State of Mas-
sachusetts, have invented an Improvement in
Hat- Flanging Apparatus, of which the follow-

ing description, in connection with the accom-

panying drawings, is a specification, like let-

- ters on the drawings representing like parts.
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This invention has for its object to produce
a simple apparatus for flanging hat-bodies,
the said apparatus being constructed in parts,
SO as to be opened or separated one from the
other to permit the ready removal of what is
termed ‘‘bell-crowned’’ hats, after the same
have been properly flanged.

With devices heretofore known te me for
flanging hats 1t has been impossible to flange
bell-crowned hats, beeause, the crown bemg
much larger in diameter than the head-size,
the hat could not beafterward removed; conse-
quently hats of this design, prewously placed
upon a suitable hand-block, have been flanged
by hand.

This invention consists in a h&t-ﬂangiug ap -
paratus composed, essentially, of a separable
frame having separable flange-supports cut
away or shaped at their top and inner sides
to conform to the curve desired for the flange

or brim of the hat and to the head-size of the

hat, the said parts being suitably hinged to-
gether and provided with locking devices,
whereby the flanging apparatus may be locked
in position, as will be hereinafter described.
Figurel ‘shows in side elevation a hat-flang-
ing apparatus constructed in accordance with

this 1nvention; Figs. 2 and 3, top and end

views thereof, respectively; and Fig. 4 shows
the apparatus open.

The flanging apparatus herein shown as
adapted to receive and support a bell-crowned
hat is cemposed of a frame having two feet or
bars, @ @', provided with the upright portions
b b, of suitable height to accommodate the
hlghest crowned hat 1t is desired to flange,
the said upright portions having secured to
them by suitable screws, 6*H°, the flange-sup-
ports ¢ ¢, the said ﬂange supports being di-
vided 1n thls 1nsta,nee 1nto two portions, one
for each portion ¢ o’ of the apparatus. Each
flange-support is cut away at its inner side to
conform with the head-size of the hat, and its

upper side or surface is made concave in the
direction of its length and convex in the di-
rection of its width to conform to the shape it
1S desired to give to the ﬂange or brim of the
hat. The two parts ¢ ¢ & ¢, shaped as de-
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scribed, are hinged together at one end by a

hinge, d as shown in Figs. 1 and 4, and at
their ot,her ends the said parts are provided
with a locking device. To aid in retaining

the parts closed and in fixed position, I have

provided the supporting-frame with a smteble
dowel-pin, e.

The locking device herein shown is com-
posed of a lever, 2, provided with an adjust-
able nut, 4, and pwoted on a bracket, 3, se-
cured to the flange portion ¢, and of a cam-
lever, 5, pwoted to a bracket, 6 on the flange
portlon ¢, the said lever 5 havmg a forked
head to receive the lever 2 and act on the nut
4 thereof. By turning the cam-lever 5 on its

pivot, after the lever 2 and nut 4 are eng&ged |

by the sald lever 5, will draw the parts ¢ ¢’
together. The cam-lever 18 so shaped and
plvoted that when turned back against the
part ¢/, as in dotted lines Fig. 2, the strain will
be such as to keep the lever in such position
until raised positively.

Ag 1t is of the utmost importance in flang-
ing hats that the surface of the flange be as
smooth as possible, this construction of fast-
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ener is of considerable advantage, as should

any of the parts become worn or bent the ad-
justing-nut 4 may be turned, to thus shorten
or lengthen bhe lever 2, compeneetmg for such
wear.

It will be seen that by releasing the fasten-
ing the two parts may be spread apart and a
hat-body having a bell-crown be placed there-
in, the parts closed upon the hat-body and
the brim flanged, and thereafter the cam-le-
ver may be turned, releasing the fastening, and
permitting the anpalatus to be spread, as in
Fig. 4; also permitting the hat to be removed

T am aware that a device for flanging hat-
bodies has been made in which a two-part
frame inclosed a solid removable section; but
such construction I do not herein claim, as it
is obvious that a bell-crowned hat could nob
be removed after 1t has been flanged.

I claim—
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1. A hat-flanging apparatus composed of
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two hinged portions, a &, having attached
flange-supporting portions ¢ ¢, shaped, as de-
scribed, to embrace the crown or body of the
hat and support its flange or brim, substan-
tlally as described. |

2. A hat-flanging apparatus composed of
two hinged portions, ¢ ¢/, having attached
flange-supporting portions ¢ ¢, shaped, as de-
scribed, to embrace the crown or body of the
hat and support its flange or brim, combined

with a locking device, substantially as de- |

scribed. . - |
o. The hat-flanging apparatus comprising

327,212

a separable supporting-frame and flange at-
tached thereto, a hinge connecting the same,
and a fastening composed of a pivoted lever,
adjusting-nut thereon, and cam-lever engag-
ing said adjusting-nut, all operating substan-
tially as described. '. - |
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Intestimony whereof I havesigned myname 20

to this specification in the presence of two sub-

seribing witnesses. |
- LEMUEL G. WILLIAMS.
Witnesses: - |
BERNICE J. NOYES,

- F. CUTTER.
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