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To all whom tt may concerm:

Be 1t known that I, HENRY F. Bocx, of
Lansing, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois, have invented cerfain new and use-
ful Improvements in Buckles, of which the

following is a description, reference being had

to the accompanying drawings,in which—

Figure 11s a back view of said buckle, to-
gether with a modification thereof, both con-
nected with a strap. Fig. 2 is a central lon-
gitudinal sectional view thereof. Fig. 3 isa
face view of the same. Fig. 4 1s a perspec-
tive view of said modification, and Fig. 5 isan
inside perspective view of said buckle.

Like letters of reference indicate like par ts
inthe ditfferent figures.

The object. of my invention is to provide a
shield-buckle which may be cheap and simple
in its construction and operation,and in which
the tongue thereot shall be at right angles to

the line of the strap, so thatthe utmoststrain

may be exerted upon the latter without caus-
ing the buckle-hole to be torn out, as is the
tendency when the tongueisin a plane oblique

to that of the strap.
A farther object is to provide an adjustable
or antomatic guard which may serveto secure

the strap continuously against the shield, and

thus prevent unneccessary wear upon and abra-
sion of the latter, all of which will be here-

inafter more particularly described,and defi-

nitely pointed outin the claims.

In the drawings, B represents my improved
buckle, the shield or body of which is formed
from a single plate of shéet metal, the blank
being of such a shape that when properly
bent to form the shield or body of the buckle
the latter may, by preference, assume the
form as clearly indicated in the drawings, be-
ing provided with flanges B’ B, the latter be-
ing perforated for the reception of a cross-bar,

‘D, which may be riveted or secured therein

in any well-known manner.

Bent loosely around the cross-bar D, as
shown in Fig. 2, is a short tongue, i, the free
end of which is adapted to rest 1n a suitable
noteh in the front edge of the shield, as indi-
cated in Figs. 3 and 4, which serves to pre-
vent a lateral movementof the said tongue.

A is an ordinary strap, which is passed

through said shield and secured tothe buckle. | same purpose, and I do not wish to confine

It will be seen by reference to Fig. 2 that the
constraction and adjustment of the buckle-

tongue as described enables the same to pass

through the strap A at right angles thereto,
which is an obvious advantage, as it prevents
the usnal lateral strain as well as the wear and
abrasion incident to the bending of the strap
at that point.

Back of thecross- bar D, T place a secondary
Cross- bar, M, which may be riveted or other-
wise secured in position, and around which is
coiled a spring, m, the outer ends of which are
bent to form pintles ¢ ¢, which are inserted

through perforated lugs ' ' of a self-adjust-

ing plate or guard, L, between which and the
shield the strap A is inserted, and which is
designed to press against said strap and hold
it continuously against the shield, thus pre-
venting a forward movement of the strap.
The tension of the spring m upon the guard
IZ 1s accomplished by securing one portion of
said spring to the bar M, which 1s, 1n prefer-
ence, attached rigidly to the shield, said por-
tion being hooked over a suitable lug orspuar

m/, as shown in Fig. 1.

- A modification of said gunard is shown at L,
Figs. 1 and 2, in which the spring m is dis-
pensed with and the cross-bar constructed in
an cval or elliptical form,its pintles being ec-
centric thereto and inserted in slots g g, Ifigs.
2 and 4, which are obligque to the plane of the
strap A, so that upon sliding said cross-bar
toward the bar D the former is drawn away
from the top of the shield, leaving greater
room for the insertion of the strap.
the buckle is in a vertical position, with the
ouard L at the lowerend thereof, the tenden-
cy of said guard 1s to wedge itself against the
strap and  thus retain the latter fir mly in
place.

When said buckle- Shleld is constructed
from light metal, I prefer to strengthen or re-
enforce the mltel most plate or face by forming
a raised design thereon of a shapeadapted to’
1mpart Stlenﬂth thereto. In the drawings,
Fig.t3, L show a horseshoe, N, and a raised tri-
angular portion, O, eztendmﬂ back from fthe

notch which recelves the buelﬂe tongue G.

It is apparent that any other device which

fancy may suggest may be adopted for the
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myself to any special design. The buckle B
1s Intended to be attached to a strap, J, which

~ 1s attached around the cross-bar D, and pro-

IO

. :

20

vided with the usual loop, I. Said buckle
may bemanipulated by grasping the sameand
the strap J, and bending them inwardly to-
ward each other, when the tongue G is re-
moved from its normal position, thus permit-
ting it to be withdrawn from the perforation
1n the strap A.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim 1s—

1. A shield-buckle the body of which is
constructed from asinglepiece of sheet metal,
provided with flanges B’ I3’ and cross-bar D,
to which 1s loosely secured a tongue having,
when 1n 1ts normal position, its free end rest-
ing in a notch in the shield,and being at right
angles to the strap through which it passes,
and a movable plate or guard for holding the
opposite end of sald shield normally against

the strap, substantially as and for the pur-

poses set forth.

2. | | 327,130

2. A ghield-buckle having its body comn-
structed from a single piece of sheet metal, pro- 25
vided with flanges B" B" and cross-bars D and
M, to the former of which is secured a tongue,
the normal position of which is at right an-
gles to the strap through which it passes, and
to the latter of which isattached a spring, m, 30

loosely connected with a guard-plate, E, sub-

stantially as and for the purposes specified.

3. A shield-bucklie consisting of the com-

bination of a body having flanges B’ B, cross-
bars D and M, tongue (, arranged at right 35
angles to the strap, and an adjustable guard,
E, connected with the eross-bar M by means
of aspring, to which it is pivotally connected,
substantially as and for the purposes speci-
fied.

HENRY F. BOCK.

Witnesses:
LOUIS BUTTERFIELD,
JOHN M. SEMMELIAACK.
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