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To all whoin it may concern:
- Be it known that I, CEPHAs L. BaRD of

- San Buenaventura, Ventm& countv, btate of

California, have invented an Improvement in

Check- Rems and Post-Hooks; and Lhereby de-
clare the following to be a ful] clear, and ex-

. act desc,llptwn of the same.

My invention relaves to the class of harness

and to certain improvements therein; and my
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Iig. 5 1s a view of another modifi

‘invention consists in a slotted chec,k rein at-
tached in front to the head-gear,which may be

the overdraw or gag ahe_cl{ and havi Ing a rear
extension attached to the driving-lines at a

polnt behind the plane of the pad, “and a posit

upon the pad through which the check-rein
passes, sald post hav ing a fixed hook adapted
to engage the slot of the check-rein, as I shall

herelnatter explain, reference being ade to
| K passes through the slobted guides C cof the

the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 1s a perspective of the hook-frame
of my post. Fig. 2 1s a perspective view of
the clamp portion. Fig. 3 18 a perspective
view of the post-hook in 1ts position on the
pad, and the slotted rein passing through it
and attached to the driving-lines. Fig. 1isa
view of a modified shape of the post-hook.
cation. |

The object of my invention is to enable the
driver to check and uncheck the horses with-
out leaving the vehicle, and also to gwe him
better control over them

The portion A consists of a frame, pxefel -
bly of metal. At the rear extremﬁy of the
plate A is the upright slotted guide e, and at
the front extremity of the plate is the slotted
gulde G, the base of which is rounded.

Upon the plate and between the guides C ¢
is the stationary or fixed hook B, which may
be located at any suitable point upon the frame.
This hook, springing from the frame, curves
backwardly toward, into, or a little beyond
the guidec. A slotted top arm, a, extends
between the guides. This entne frame may
be made of one piece of metal. If desired, it
may be incased, making it more or namental
and protecting its interior from dust and wa-
ter.

clinations of the pads, which depend on the
size of the horse, and which would affect
the level of the post, I prefer to secure it in

~a manner adapting it to be adjusted to a

This frame could beattached directly to ;
“the pad D; but on account of the different in-.

of the pad. I therefore have the clamp A’ of
Fig. 2. Itconsistsof a rectilinear frame hav-
ing t0p lips, ¢/, a bottom recess, ¢, and &
serew, «’. |

As shown in Iig. 3, the clamp emblaees the
frame, which is pwuted in the recess a’ by
means of a bolt, a*, passing through the bot-
tom of the frame

A thumb-serew, o, passes through the hps_

«’ and the slotted arm a of the frame By op-
erating this screw the frame may be set at the

desir ed level., .
K isthe check:rein, the forward end of which

18 adapted to be secmed to the usual head-

gear—either the overdraw or gag check—in
the nsual manner.
Instead of terminating at the post, the rein

post-frame and extends 1emrwardly, and IS

connected to the driving-lines I, as is shown

in Fig. 3. This point of connectlon may be
elther at the junctionof the lines or behind 1t,
or to either line. |

The check-rein is provided with an elon-
oated slot, ¢, as shown, which fits over the

| level, no matter what may be the inclination
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stationary hook B, and is_ so located that when -

1ts rear end bears against the hook the horses
are comfortably checked. To uncheck them
the driver pulls back the driving-lines,where-
by the check-rein which is attached thereto
1s also pulled back, so thatthe end of the sloteis
drawn back beyond the vertical plane of the

point of the hook B. He now raises the lines,

whereby the check-rein is raised, (the greatel
height of the rear guide, ¢, pelmlttln ,) thus

30

disengaging itself from the hook, when the

lines are then slackened to allow the horses to
lower their heads. To check them again the
driver pulls back the lines, thus drawing back
the check-rein until the rear end of its slot
moves back beyond the vertical plane of the
end of the fixed hook,when it can be lowered
over the hook and allowed to move forward
to the limit of its engagment.

It will be seen that the backward movement
of the check-rein is always possible by reason
of the elongated slot, though without raising
the lines, either by standing up or by flipping
them upwardly, the check-line cannot move
forward or be disengaged from the hook.

The object of the slotted guides C ¢ is to

QO

I00




{2

[O

15

20

25

30

‘the check-rein Etakes place.

o ' 327.057

properly direct the check-rein. The forward
one may, however, be omitted, as it is not ab-
solutely essential, for the rear one sufficiently
guldesthe rein; but I prefer to have them both,
as making the post more complete. Onemod-
ification of this hook is shown in Fig. 4, the
principle of which is the same and its parts
correspondingly lettered.

Another modification is shown in Fig. 5.
Here the frame is shortened up and its ends
curve upwardly, its rear end, which corre-
sponds to the guide ¢, having an aperture or
slot i it.  Its forward end is earved upwardly

and backwardly into a hook,which may cor-

respond to the fixed hook B.

It will also be seen how the engagement of
As here shown,
the hook B is so bigh that the checking and
unchecking cannottake placeas before, thongh
the driver has still the control of the horses
by simply drawing the driving-lines, which act
through the check-rein, as before deseribed:
but it is possible that by making the hook B
in Fig. 5 lower or the slot ¢ higher the dis-
engagement of the check-rein may take place.

Having thus described my invention, whatT
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— | ¢

1. The slotted check-rein attached in front
to the head-gear and provided with a rear ex-
tension attached to the driving-lines at a point
behind the plane of the pad, in combination
with a post on the pad provided with suitable

-~ guldesfrontand rear,through which the check-

rein passes, and a fixed or stationary hook

formed on the post and adapted to engage the

slot of the check-rein, substantially as herein
deseribed. S |
2. Theslotted check-rein E,attached in front

to the head-gear and having a rear extension 40

attached to the driving-lines at a point be-
hind the planeof the pad, in combination with
the post on the pad of the harness, consisting
of the frame A, having the slotted guides C ¢
on 1ts forward and rear ends, respectively,
through which the check-rein-passes, and the
rearwardly- extending fixed hook B on the

frame A, adapted to engage the slotted check-
rein, substantially as herein described.

3. Theslotted check-rein E,attached in front
to the bhead-gear and having a rear extension
attached to the driving-lines at a point behind
the plane of the pad, in combination with the
post-hook comprising the frame A, having a

-slotted toparm and slotted guides C ¢, through

which the rein passes, and a fixed hook, B, for
engaging its slot, and the clamp A’, secured to
the pad and having a bottom recess in which
the frame A 1s pivoted, and top lips to which
the slotted top arm of said frame is adjustably
connected by a thumb-serew, substantially as
herein deseribed. - |

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand. -

CEPHAS LITTLE BARD.

Witnesses:
JOHN G. HILT,
EDWIN TAGGART.
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