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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, S. HOWARD SPRAGUE,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Pitts-
burg, in the county of Allegheny and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented or discovered
certain new and useful Improvements in Bulb-

‘Cases for Incandescent Eleetric Lamps, of

which improvements the following is a speci-
fication. o

In the accompanying drawings, which make
part of this specification, Figure 1 i8 a side
view in elevation of a bulb-case embodying
my invention; Fig. 2, an end view in eleva-
tion of a section of the same; Fig. 3, a trans-
verse section ; and Fig. 4 a longitudinal cen-
tral section, showing the casein position upon
a lamp. -

The object of my invention is to moderate
and diffuse the illuminating action of incan-
descent electric lamps, as well as to impart a
novel and ornamental effect thereto; to which
end my invention, generally stated, congists in
a translucent casing formed of separate sec-
tions ornamented in any desired pattern, and
adapted toinclose removably the bulb of an 1n-
candescent electric lamp. The improvements

claimed are hereinafter fully set forth.
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In view of the perishability of the carbon
filaments of incandescent electric Jamps, as
well as of the necessity under the existing con-
ditions of forming the bulbs thereof extremely
thin, it has not heretofore been found practi-
cable to ornament them, except in a slight de-
oree by the use of the sand-blast, or by the
employment of colored glass. 'The concentra-
tion of a given candle-power within a com-
paratively small area of inecandescent carbon,
which obtains in lamps of this type, produces
an unpleasant and injurious effect upon the
eye, and previous efforts to obviate this ob-

jection have involved an undesirable curtail-

ment of the illuminating capacity of the lamps.
By the employment of my invention the rays
of light radiated from the carbon filament of
an inecandescent electric lamp may be so. dif-

fused as to exert an illmminating action corre-

sponding with that of a snbstantially-equal
candle-power exerted . throughout a much

oreater radiating area, and the lamp may, for

such reason, be located as near to the user as
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desired without loss of 'light. by an intercept-

ing shade or exerting a dazzling or wearying
action upon the eye, as heretofore.

In the practice of my invention I provide a
transparent or translucent bulb-case, 1, which 55
is formed in two or more separate sections,
and corresponds substantially in form and di- .
mensions with the bulb 4 of the incandescents
lamp to which it is to be applied, so as to
be adapted to fit freely around and completely
inclose the same. The surface of the bulb-
case, which may be of any preferred color, pre-
sents a series of light-diffusing faces or projec-
tions, 2, which in this instance are exempli-
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| fied as longitudinal ridges or corrugations, ¢s

but which may be of any other desired formor
pattern, as facets, intersecting ribs or grooves,
or relieved figures of varied special desigus.
A high degree of ornamentation may thus be

afforded, and as the bulb-cases are subject to 70

no tendency to injury or deterioration when

in use, and may be successively applied to a
series of lamp-bulbs as the same become 1n
turn useless by the consumption of their fila-
ments, they may be handsomely and elabo- 73
rately finished, and in use will present the
same effect as if the plain bulb which they 1n-
close were similarly ornamented.

The bulb-cases are preferably divided lon- -
oitudinally, as shown, being open at one end 3o
to fit arcund the neck or base of the lamp, and |
the sections may be connected by any suitable
clamp or fastening, 3, as a strand of light wire
twisted together ab its ends, ora strip of flexi- |
ble metal having a proper end connection. '

I am aware that a frontal illuminating ap-
paratus in which an incandescent lamp 1s lo-
cated within a case or cover which 18 not trans-
parent or translucent, and which 18 provided
with lenses or openings serving to concentrate
and projeet the rays of light without substan-
tial obstruction in any desired direction, has
been heretofore proposed, and I therefore dis-
claim, broadly, a casing or cover for an 1ncan-
descent-lamp bulb. So far, however, as my
knowledge and.information extend, a bulb-
case translucent throughout its entire extent,
and having light-diffusing faces which are un-
interrupted by opaque portions of the body
of the case, so as to moderate and diffusein all oo
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directions the rays of light, was not known in
the art at the date of my invention.

I claim herein as my invention—

1. A sectional casing translucent substan-
tially throughout its entire surface, and adapt-

ed to inclose the bulb of an incandescent elec- |
- | clamp or fastening connecting ‘the sections of

tric lamp, substantially as set forth.
2. A sectional casing translucent through-
out, having a series of light-diffusing faces or

projections upon its periphery, and adapted to

Inclose the bulb of an incandescent electric
lamp, substantially as set forth.
3. A sectional casing translucent through-

~out, having an ornamented periphery and

adapted to inclose the bulb of an incandescent 15

| electric lamp, substantially as-set forth.

4. The combination of an incandescent elec-
tric lamp, a removable casing translucent
throughout, formed in two or more sections
and inclosing the bulb of said lamp, and a 20

the casing, substantiallv as set forth.
In testimony whereof I havehereuntoset my

hand. -
S. HOWARD SPRAGUE.
Witnesses: | -
J. SNOWDEN BEILL,

R. H. WHITTLESEY.
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