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To all whony 16 maj) CONCETTL

Be it known that I, JOSEPH GEE PLOWMAN,
residing at White Pigeon, 1n the county of
St. Joseph and: State of Michigan, have 1n-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Chalk-Racks; and I do declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which 1t appertains {0

o

o make and use the same, reference being had

to the accompanying drawings, and to letters
or figures of reference marked thereon, which
form a part’of this specification.
Figure 1 of the drawings is a representation
15 of this invention, and is a front view. I1g.
9 ig a perspective view of the chalk-rack.
Fig. 3 18 a longitudinal vertical sectional
view taken on the lines z z of ¥ig. 1, and Fig.
1is a transverse sectional view taken on the
20 lines y 4 of Fig. 1. | -
This invention has relation to certain 1m-
provements upon my chalk-rack for black-
boards, for which Letters Patent of the United
States were granted August 26, 1884; and 1t
25 consists In the construction and novel ar:
rangement of devices, as hereinafter set forth,
and pointed out in the appended claims.
In the accompanying drawings, the letter
A designates the blackboard, and B 1its
30 lower marginal ledge, having brackeis or
arms C, adapted to hold the removable chalk-
trough H, which 18 provided with a false bot-
tom, H, of wire-cloth or other material hav-
ing perforations or interstices, or may be
35 made of transverse slats. Usually I prefer

the wire-cloth, which may be conveniently }

attached to the trough by forming vertical
» orooves YV in the side walls thereof, and
pending the edges of the wire-cloth down-

4o ward to ‘enter said grooves. Usnally, also, 1

male the trough in sections,as indicated, these
sections fitting each other at the ends by an
angular joint, the projecting angular end F

of one section fitting in the angularly-notched

25 end of the nexi section, and so on until the
proper length for the blackboard is fitted In
place. This angular joint forms & close seam,
and is designed to strengthen the rack and
to guard against particles of chalk falling
go through. ‘Ihe joints are secured by a clasp,
G, on the outer lower portion, said clasp be-

ing pivoted to the bobtom of one section and
secured to the next section by a turn-button,
H’, passing through a slot, I, of the vertical
portion J of the clasp. - This clasp may be 55
made in other common modes, and should

form o brace to the joint, in order that the

| gections may be supported 1n position with

as few brackets or arms as possible. The
ends of the sections are in some €ases pro- 60
vided with transverse guard-partitions or end
walle, K, to preventthe chalk-dust from get-
ting down between the ends of the sections
into the joint. | '

S represents a gnard-strip, of rubber, o1l- 65
cloth, leather, listing, or other suitable ma-
terial having some pliability, and yvet belng
sufficiently stiff to project by its inner edge
from the upper edge, L of the wall N of the
rack. Usnally this edge I, which is next the 70
blackboard,is beveled to form an oblique bear-
ing, to which said strip is attached. ‘The pro-

_ jecting edge of this guard-strip will therefore

extend upward obliquely against the surface
of the blackboard, hugging the same closely 75
by its free edge when the trough is in proper
position. All particles of chalk-dust which
may fall from the blackboard will be caught
by this guard-strip and guided to the cavity
of the trough, and will therefore be prevented 8o
from falling between the trough and black-
board. | | | r

Tu making the trough or trough-seetions I
prefer to use single lengths of wood, oT00VINg
them to.form the trough-cavity, and making 35
vertical saw-kerfs in the side walls to recelve
the edges of the false botton.

Having desecribed this invention, what 1
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
18— | ole

1 The combination, with the removable
chalk-trough for blackboards, of the flexible
guard-strip S, attached to the upper edge of
the inner wall of the said trough, and pro-

ecting from said edge to encace the surface 93
J 2 & i s OS

of the blackboard, substantially as specified.
o Mhe sectional chalk-trough for black-

boards having a bracing-clasp adapted to

connect the sections, substantially as Specl-

ed. | I¢
3. A chalk-rack for blackboards, consist-

| ing of sections having angular joint ends and




connected by bracing-cl
specified. | |
4. A chalk-rack for biackboards, consisting

of one or more trough-shaped sections hav.
5 Ing vertical grooves in their side walls, and

asps, substantially as

an Interstitial false bottom having its edges
bent downwardly into the said
stantially as specified.

grooves, sub-

T
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In teStimony whereof I affi

X my signature
1n presence of two witnesses,

JOSEPH GEE PLOWMAN.

Witnesses: |
(GEo. W. BEISEL,
CHAS. LAVERTY.
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