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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JACOB J. UNBEHEND,.
of Syracuse,in the eeunty of Onondaga, in the
State of New York, have invented new and
useful Imprevemente in Clasps, of which the
following, taken in connection with the ac-
companying drawings, is a full, clear, and ex-
act description.

This invention has more particular reference
to the style of clasps in which the tongue is
hinged between two flexible plates by a cam-
shaped hinge-pin entering between the plates

and prying the same apart when swinging the

tongue toward its open position, thereby im- |
parting the spring action to the eclasp.
My invention consists, first, in the combi-

nation, with the two tongue eupportmg -plates

superlmposed one upon the other, and con-

nected together at one end, of gua-rde 2Cross
the side edges of the flexible portions of said
plate to retain the hinge-pin of the tongue in
its proper bearings on the plates, and also pre-
vent lateral displacement of said plates in re-
lation to each other; and the Invention also
consists in a novel, simple, and effective means

Jdor conneeting together one end of the tongue-

supporting plates, all as hereinafter more fully
explained, and specifically pomted out in the
claims. -

In the annexed drawings, Figure [ is an edge
view of my 1mpr0ved~elasp shown in its closed
position.- Fig. IT is a plan view of the same
in its open position. Fig. III is a longitudi-
nal section on line z #, Fig. II; and Figs. IV
and V are detached plan views of the tongue-
sapporting plates.

Similar letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts.

A and A’ denote the tongue - supporting
plates, each of which is formed at its forward
end with an opening, a, for the reception of
the porblen of the tongue which is to be hinged
on said plates, and back of said opening the
respective plates are provided with a trans-

verse slot, ¢, for the reception of the strap, to |
which the clasp is attached in the usual and

well-known manner, sald strap being repre-
sented by dotted lines in Fig. II of the draw-

ings.

l upon the other, and when properly plaeed in

position the openings ¢ and slots ¢ of the plates
.coincide with each other. The plates are

firmly eonnected together at theirrear ends by

a metallic band, d, passing through the slots 55

¢ ¢, and wrapped around the rear portions of

the plates to embrace the same, as best seen

in Figs. II and III of the'dra,w'nn's and in
order to secur ely hold the band d in p]aee and
obviate projections on the edges of the com-
bined plates, I provide the edges of the em-
braced portion of the plates with notechesn =,

€O

which serve as countersinks for the metallic

band d at said edges. The plate A’ is provid-
| ed with depressmm b b on the side adjacent.
to the plate A, and a proper distance from the

forward end of the plate to leave projections.

e e in front of the depressions b b, which pro-
| Jectlons serve to prevent the usual slotted
plate, C, (represented by dotted lines in Fig.
of the dra,wmge) from passing under the front
| end of the
drawing the slotted plate over onto the plate
A’ in closing the clas).
| The depressions b b constitute bearings or
seats for the pintle or hinge-pin m of the
tongue B; and mn order to prevent the japan
from entennﬂ' between the plates in the pro-
cess of japanning the same, I extend the de-
pressions only part way across the end por-
tions of the plate A’. I do not, however,

b b in the plate A’, inasmuch as they may be
formed in the companion plate A, or partly

in each of said plafes.
The hinge-pin m is either rlgldly attached

i to or lntegral with the tongue B, and is flat-

tened or angular in cross-section, to serve as

| cams for ] impinging the two plates during the

| operation of swinging the tongueinto itsopen ¢

position. The resistance of the plates A A’
to the pressure of the pintle imparts the spring
action to the clasp and automatically holds the

| tongue in 1ts closed position.
In order to prevent the hinge-pin m from
shppmg out of the depressions or bearings b b,

I arrange guards r  across the edges of the

flexible portions of the plates adjacent to the
openings & a, and respectively in front and

I .

plate A’ during the operation of

' limit myself to the location of the depressions
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The plates A and A’ are supemmpoeed one. | rear of the hinge-pin, smd gcuards being formed 100 .



of lips "+,

formed on the plate A’,.as repre-
sented in Fig. IV of the drawings, which lips
are bent over-at right angles to the plane of
the plate, as shown in Fig. 11T of the drawings,
and confine between then: the hinge-pin n of
the tongue.

If dpsued the deseribed guards rr may be

formed on the plate A; or oneset of said guards
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~ other article to “hICh the clasp is to be ap-
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may be formed on each of the said plates;
hence I do not wish to be restrlcted 1n thab
respect.

Aside from the functions ascubed to the
guards r r, they also serve to prevent lateral
dxsplacement of the plates A and A’ in rela

tion to each other. |
It will be observed that all of the component

members of this clasp are of a shape which

admits of easily stamping them out.of sheet

metal and striking them up into their requi-,
site shape, and that the metal strap d con-
stitutes a
for tying the tongue-supporting plates A A’
together. This strap, if desired, may be
punchod to provide it .with an eye, o, coincid-
ing with eyes in the fwo plates A A’, for the
reception of a rivet or eyelet for securing the
clasp to the strap or quarter of the shee or

plied.
Having described my invention, what I claim

as new, and desire tosecure by Letters Patent,_'

15—

1. Inm a clasp, the tongue hinged botwepn'
two plates, and guards across the edges of the
33 said plates in fre ont and rear of the hinge-pin.

of the tongue, substantially as and for tho pur-
pose set forth.

2. The combination, with two plates Super-
imposed one upon the other, and flexible from

each other, and a tongue hmged between said |

plates, of guards across the side edges of the
flexible portions of said plates to prevent lat-
eral displacement of thé plates in reIatlon 130
each other, as set forth, -

L

a very simple and effective means

326,357

3. Thetongueand its cam-shaped hinge-pin,
in combmatlon with two plates superi mposed
one upon the other, connected together at one
end, and provided at their free ends with bear-
ings for the hinge-pin, and with an:opening
between ‘said bearmgs for the reception of the
tongue, and guard-lips projecting from the
edges of one of the plates across those of the
other plate at the side adjacent to the afore-
said opening and in front and rear of the
hinge - pin, substantially as described and
shown.

4. In a clasp, aflexible tongue-support con-
sisting of .two plates superimposed one upon
the other and connected together by a me-

‘tallic band embracing the said plates at one
‘end thereof, as set forth.

5. In a clasp, a flexible tongue-support con-

'slstmg of two plates. provided with corre-

sponding slots, and a metallic band passing

‘through the said slots and embracing the rear

end portions of the plates to tie the same to-
gether, substantially as described and shown.
6. In combination with the tongue and its
pintle, the plates A and A’, superimposed one
upon f;ho other, and prowded at their forward
portions with the opening a, bearings b b, and
slots ¢, and at the rear portions with notches
nn, and the metallic band d, embracing the
rear portions of the plates and countersunk in
the said notches, substantlally as described
and shown.
In testimony Whereof I have hereunto signed
my name and affixed my seal, in the presence
of two attesting witnesses, at Syracuse in the
county of Onondaga, in the State of Nem York,

this 8th day of J nly, 1883.

. JACOB J. UNBEHEND [L. 8.]

WltﬂeSSOS |
' - FREDERICK H. GIBBS

H. C. CANNON.
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