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- To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAcoB.J. UnnEHFN

~of Syracuse, in the county of Onondaga, m

“the State of New York, have invented new

and useful Improvements in Clasps, of which
the following, taken in connection with the |

_.'“eooompenylncr drdwmgs, is a full, ('lefLr, and

exact description.

- This invention relates to the class of clasl)s

in which a slotted plete attached to the shoe
at one side of the opening thereof interlocks
with a tongue hinged to a plate which is at-
mehed to the shoe at the 0pposn:e 31de of the

~ opening.
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The invention consists in CE‘I‘tELIIl novel fea-
tures of the construction and combination of
the constituent members of the aforesaid clasp,
whereby the same is rendered more efficient

in its operation and specially adapted for
use on leather shoes, all as hereinafter more

fully described, and spemneall) set forth m

_'the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure I
represents a leather shoe provnled with my
improved clasp.  Fig. IT is a side view of the

" clasp,showing it interlocked with the slotted

plate.
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Fig. 1IT is a longitudinal section of
the same. Fig. IV'is a plan view; Fig. V, a
front end view with theslotted plate removed
from the clasp. Figs. VI and VI1I are plan

views of the blanks from which the base-plate

- or tongue-carrying plate and the tongue are

35 P

formed, and Fig. V1II 18

a side view of the
clasp w1th the tongue ralsed or swung into
osition for either engaging w1th or releesmg

- the slotted plate.

Similar letters of reference mdlcate cor-

- responding parts.
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A denotes the transversely-slotted plate de-
signed to be attached to one of the flaps, F,

of a shoe.
on a leather shoe, I connect to said plate a

clip, G, composed of sheet metal folded back

upon itself and loosely embracing the end
cross-bar of the plate A, so as to allow said
plate to turn on the chp and swing at right
angles to the plane of the plate. The doubled

end portion of the clip Cis provided with an

eye, r, for the reception of a rivet or eyelet
by which it is attached to the flap I of the

In order to better adapt it for use

| A

The aforesmd loose eonneotion of the plete
with the clip C allows the plateto be easily
raised from the leather flap ¥, and the eye r

| allows the plate to be swung around in Pposi- 55

tion for passing through one of the slots
‘thereof, the tongue T, wlneh is to interlock
| with it, thus famhtobmg the manlpn]etlon of

‘the eleSp

B represents the base p]ete on which the

| tongue T is hinged. Sald base-plate 18 ‘pro-

vided with an eye, 7/,

{'vide with a lug
projects vertically from sald plate.
The tongoe T,I provide with two opemngs,.

for the reception of a
rivet or eyelet by Whleh it is attached to the
other flap, F,of the shoe. This plate B,1 pro-
or eye, ‘e, which 1s ralsed or

o and ¢/, with an intervening cross-bar, g,

‘which is elnbraced by the eye ¢, and eonsti-
“tutes the

pmtle or hinge-pin of" ‘the tongue.
By the openings o 0’ the tongueis formed wn;h

two arms, ff,which carry the pintlé a between-

them, as shown in Fig. VII of the drawings.
Said arms abutting against the ends of the

eyeeserves to preVent lateral movement of the
The forward extremity of the tongue
is formed with lateral outward projectionscc,

tongue.

and at the pintle & the end portion, b, whleh
has the aforesaid projectionsc ¢, 18 bent nearl y
or quite at right angles to the plane of the

‘main portion of the tongue, and lies back of

the shank of the eyee¢ when the clasp is closed,
as represented in Figs. ITand IIT of the draw-
ings. Said bent end portion of the tongue is
demgned to receive the strain of the slotted
plate A when interlocked with the tongue,
and the latter in a closed position, in which

case the cross-bar of the plate A, back of the
| slot through which the tongue 13 nassed bears:
against the portion b of the tongue and there-
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by presses the tongue down onthe base-plate B, -

and aufomatically retains thesamein its elosed

position, as illustrated in Figs. I11 and IT of the
drawings.
ever, has been embodied in other clasps prior
to my present invention, and I therefore do

not claim the same, broadly, bub my improve-
‘ments in this feature consist, first, in provid-

ing the end portion, b, of the tongue with the
leteral projections ¢ ¢, whlch reach under the

‘side bars of the slotted plate, and serve to
| shoe as illustrated in Fig. I of the dramnge | throw the said plate up and over the lug or

The last-described’ feature, how-
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- viding the under side of the tongue with a
guide or guides for carrying the interlocked

25

tongue.
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eye ¢ when raising the tongue from the base-
plate and throwing it into its open position, as
illustrated in Fig. VIII of the drawings.
Heretoforeattempts have been made to make
the portion bservethe function of the aforesaid
throw-off without the aid of the projections
¢ ¢, and the result was that in raising the
tongue from its closed position the end of the
plain portion & was liable to enter another
of the slots of the plate A back of the slot
through which the tongue is extended, and in

passing through said back slot the portlon b |

not only lost to a preat extent its lifting hold
on the plate A, but also frequently became en-
gaged with the next cross-bar of said plate, and
thus prevented further movement of the
This defect is effectually obviated by
the projections ¢ ¢ passing under theside ba,ls
of the slotted plate A.

My second improvement in the described
throw-off piece of the tongue consists in pro-

portion ot the slotted plate A over the eye e,
and to a proper bearing on the throw-off piece
b, during the operation of drawing the slotted
pLLte toward and down onto the plate B by

~ the tongue T, inserted into one of the slots of
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the plate A, smd guldes being represented in
the annexed drawings in the form of inclined
flanges d d, projecting from the under side of
the tongue, which flangesare formed from the
flaring portions d'd'. bent at right angles from
the plane of the blank shown in Fig. VII of the
drawings.

The edges of the lug or eye ¢, I provide

* with shoulders or projections ¢ ¢, which serve
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to arrest the movement of the tongue T to its
open position, as shown in Fig. VIII of the
drawings.

nn desmnate extensions of the plate B in
front of the lugor eye ¢, which extensions are
made for the purpose of affording to the front
end of the said plate a bearing on the shoe,

S0 a8 to better sustain the same while raising .

the free end of the tongue T from said plate.
Having described myinvention,what I claim
asnew, and desire to secure by Lebters Patent,
1S—
1. In a clasp of the class described, the piv-
oted tongue T, provided below its plvot with
a throw - off piece having lateral extensions

 engaging theunderside of the plate interlocked
~ with the tongue.
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2. In combination with the slotted plate

and the base- plate arranged opposite said
, slotted plate, a lug ])I‘OJGQTJII]U‘ vertically from
~ the plane of the base-plate, the tongue hinged

York, this 17th day of February, 1885.

| on said lug and provided with a throw-off
Pplece below its pivot, and the guide-flanges

projecting from the under side of the tongue
for guiding the interlocked slotted plate to the
aforesaid throw-off piece, as set forth and
shown.

3. In combination with the slotted plate A,
the plate B, provided with the raised lug or
eye e, the mngue T, formed with the throw-
off piece b and with the projections ¢ ¢, and
gulde-flanges d d, substantially as described
and shown, for the purpose set forth.

4. In _combination with the tongue T, the
base-plate B, provided with a lug on which
the tongue is hinged, and shoulders on said
lug for arresting the movemenb of the tongue
to lts open position, as set forth.

The combmatlon with the tongue T,

| formed with the arms f f, and with the pintle a

between said arms, of the base-plate B, formed
with the raised eye ¢, embracing the pintle,

and provided with the shoulders? ¢ on the ends
of ‘the eye, substantially as described and

shown, for the purpose set forth.

6. In combination with the slotted plateA
base-plate B, and tongue T, hinged on said
base-plate, forward extensions of the base-
plate to support the same in front of the hinge
of the tongue, and raised bearings for the

slotted plate back of the aforesaid extensions

of the base-plate, as and for the purpose set
forth.

7. In combination with the slotted plate A,
the base-plate B, provided with the raised lufr
or eye e, and with the extensions 7 % in front
of said lug, and the tongue T, hinged on the
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lng or eye, and provided with the projections gs

¢ ¢, substantially as described and shown, for
the purpose set forth. |

3. In c¢ombination with the attaching-plate
of a clasp, the clip C, composed of a strip of
metal folded back upon itself and loosely em-
bracing the end cross-bar ofthe aforesaid plate,
and provided in its doubled end portions with
the eye », for the reception of the rivet by
which 1t is pivoted on the shoe, whereby the

sald plate is allowed to swing pmallel to as

well as at right angles to the plane thereof,
substantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I have hereuntosigned
my name and affixed my seal, in the presence

of two attesting witnesses, at Syracuse, inthe.

county of Onondaga, in the State of New
JACOB J. UNBEHEND. [L s]
1\«Vltnesses |
FrREDERICK H. GIJ,Bs
Wi, C. RAYMOND.
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