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o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, AUsTIN LoweE, of Min-
neapolis, in the county of Ottawa and State of
Kansas, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Railroad-Gates, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact deseri ption.

Reference is to behad to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification, in
which similar letters of reference indicate COr-
responding parts in all the figures.

Figurelisa plan view of one of my improved
gates, shown as applied to a section of a rail-

road-track. Fig. 2 is a sectional side eleva- |

tion of the same. Fig. 3 isa front elevation of
the same, the railroad-track being shown in
section. -

The object of this invention
railroad-gates constructed in
thatthey will be opened by an advancing train,
and will close automatically when the train
has passed, and which shall be simple in con-
struction and reliable in operation.

The invention relates to a railroad-gate con-
structed with weights to close the same, and
with springs to receive the impact of. the ear
or locomotive in opening, and with yielding
rails that sink under the weight of the cars and
operate spring-latches that hold the gate open
until the last car has passed, when said rails
rise, release the latches, and allow the gate to
close, as will be hereinafter fully described

is to provide
such a manhner

A represents the ties, and B the rails, of a
railroad-track.

C are two posts set in the ground at the op-
posite sides of the track and at a suitable dis-
tance from the rails B. The posts C ean be
inclined toward or from the track, and to them
a length that their free ends will nearly meet
ab the central line of the track A B.

The gates D are closed and held closed by
weights E, placed in wells F, formed in the
ground at a little distance from the outer sides

of the rails B. The weights B are attached to

the lower ends of ropes G, which pass through |

guldes H, and are attached to the bottom bars

of the gates D.
The gates D can be made of steel or other

Bultable material, and to their opposite sides |

| are attached springs I, to receive

yielding or spring rails J,

|

!

-suitable supports.

‘the side edges of

the impaect
of the engine or car and open the gates,to pre-
vent the gate from being injured by being
struck by the said engine or car.

At the outer sides of the rails B are placed 55
Insuch positions ag
to be pressed downward by the wheels of the -
engine and cars and held down until the train
has passed. The yieldin grails J are connected
with the ends of the ties A or with supports
attached to the said ties. The ylelding rails
J, at the opposite sides of the gates D, pass
over the innerends of levers K, which are piv-
oted at a little distance from their inner ends
to stands L, set in the ground, or to other
_ The outer ends of the Ie-
vers K are held down by springs M. '

To thelevers K, at a little distance from their
fulerums, are hinged latches N, the uppeér
edges of which are toothed, and which are held
up by springs O, interposed between them and
the said levers K. -

The latches N are held from Iateral move- ,
ment by flanges P, formed upon or attached to
the levers K. 75

With this construction, as the engine ap-
proaches the gate, its wheels press the yield-
1ng rails J downward and raise the latches N,
and the engine, or a bar attached to the en-
gine, strikes the springs I and pushes open the 8o
gate D, which is caught and held by the said
latches N. As the last wheels of the train
leave the yielding rails J the said rails rise,
and the springs M draw down the outer ends
of the levers K, withdrawing the latches N 85
from the gates D, and allowing the said gates
to be drawn shut by the weights E.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire t0 secure by Letters
Patent, is— _ ole

1. The combination, with hinged gates and
yielding rails, of pivoted levers arranged ap-
proximately at right angles to the yielding
rails, with their inner ends projecting under
the same, and latches pivoted to said levers g3
and having theirfree ends projecting outward,
for engaging the gates when Swung open, sub-
Stantially as herein shown and deseribed.

2. The combination, with hinged gates and
ylelding rails, of pivoted and Spring-actuated 100
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levers arranged appmxima,tely at right angles
to the yielding rails, with their inner ends pro-

jecting under the same, and spring-latches piv-
oted to said levers and having their free ends

5 projecting outward, for engaging the gates
when swung open, substantially as herein
shown and described. |

3 The combination, with the gates D and
the yielding rails J, of the pivoted levers K,

10 having their inner ends projecting under the

| rails J, the pivoted and spring-actuated levers
K, having their inner ends projecting under
the yielding rails, and the spring-latches N O,
pivoted to said levers, substantially as herein 20
 shown and described. | |

5. A spring-latch consisting of a lever piv-
oted at one end to a standard and held by a
spring at the opposite end, and a toothed
spring-latch pivoted to said lever, in combil- 25
| nation with a gate and means for operating

yielding rails, the spring M, the latches N, the lateh, substantially as ‘herein shown and
pivoted to the levers K, and the spring O, sub- | described. |
stantially as herein shown and described. AUSTIN LOWE.
4. The combination, with the gates DD, pro- | Witnesses: o |
15 vided with the springs I, the cords G, and the C. C. STEERS,

weights E on the end of the cords, of the spring-

. . C. M. DURVSETTE.
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