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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES P. HOWELL,
a resident of Covington, in the county of Ken-

tain new and useful Improvements in Trunk-
Lid Supports, of which the following is a

specification. - | | | |
My invention relates to an improvenrent in

. lid - supports for trunks, boxes, chests, bins,
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and variousotherarticles which employ hinged

- covers. - - | |
| The object of my invention is to provide an
automatic brace-support, which will lock and |

hold the 1id open, and which, when the lock
is released, will fold up and allow the lid to

close, traveling and-occupying the space with- |

in the lid, being both cheaper and better than
previous devices. R B .
- Other trunk -lid supports have been em-

20 ployed which travel down into the body of

the trunk. These are objectionable, first, be-

cause they occupy more space, or else require

a partition or a projection inside of the trunk,
which is expensive, and without the partition
prevent suitable packing of the clothing or
maferials in the trunk. Devices which pro-

ject down into the space itself are liable to be
caught and injured, besides rendering it diffi- |
cult to close the lid on account of the project-

ing arms striking or coming in contact with
the material packed in the trunk. All of thege
objections are overcome by my improvement,.
which will be fully set forthin the deseription
of the accompanying drawings, in which—
Figure 1 is a sectional elevation of my im-

- provement with the trunk-lid raised, the dot-
ted lines showing the position of the 1lid and |

brace when closed. Fig. 2 is a plan view of
- the housing or guide. |
line x# z, Fig. 1, showing the lid closed.

Fig. 3 is a section on

A represents the front of a trunk or box;
B, the bottom; C, the back; D, the hinge; E,
the lid. o S | -

H represents a metallic housing or guide;
I, a slot eut through the same; J, a notch into
which the keeper or pin falls to hold the trunk

-open. .

K represents a curved bfa'ce-'a;rm, which is
pivoted to the end L of the trunk-frame by

pivot-bolt M. -

N represents a washer u_ljon the pivot M to | _

|

the end of the trunk. -
O represents a keeper or pin secured to the
outer and upper end of the brace-arm X. The

prevents it

prevent; fr'iﬂtidnal contact of 'the_zbrace With_ |

)’ 55‘  
| barrel of the pin travels in theslotI. It is -
provided with a head, P, which

from slipping out of the slot I. When the

trunk-lid is raised, the keeper O falls into the |
6o

notch J and locks the lid open. When it is

| desired to close the lid, the brace K is pulled
downward to bring the pin O out of the notch
_ pulled down the keeper
travels forward in the slot I, folding or trav-
ecupying the position

J, and as the 1lid is

eling in the space H,
shown in dotted lines, Fig. 1.

‘The brace-arm K can be made Stl’flaighﬁ,'buti_j .
it will not accomplish as good results, as it
will rest or travel forward partially in the

| - | | 70 g
- within the lid-space, and is liable to be caught =~

space of the trunk, instead of lying chiefly

in the act of closing the trunk.

I have shown and described this imprrove_-' a

ment as applied to trunks or boxes; but it is

obvious that it can be applied to various other-

articles. | | -
I do not claim, broadly, a slotted

with a hinged arm provided with a pin slid-

1ng in said slot, as it has ‘been proposed to
‘apply such a device to thefontside of a trunk. -
My Invention differs therefrom in the con-
Struction and arrangement of- parts pointed

out 1n the following claim.
I claim— L

The combination of t]'i_e_"cu rved brace - arm"j f

K, having a pin, O, and head P at its upper

S0

end, and the bearing-block N and pivot M for

supporting the lower end of said brace-arm, ,_
9

and the slotted guide H; having notch J, and
adapted to receive and guide the pin and head

of the brace-arm, with the body L and the lid

H, respectively, carrying the brace-arm and
slotted guide at the inner sides of their end
walls, substantially as described. o

my hand.
' Witnesses:

J. 8. ROEBUCK, Jr.,
E. E. WooD. -.

In testimony whereof I have__ hereunto set T

75

| _ 1y, 1 p]ate__
notched at the end of the slot and combined.

. CHAS. P. HOWELL.
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