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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that we, LEANDER C. BENSON
and HUGENE F. PERRY, both of Susquehanna,
1n the county of Susquehanna and State of

5 Pennsylvania, have invented a new and Im-
proved Siding-Tool, of which the following is
a full, clear, and exact description.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of thisspecification, in
which similar letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a sectional elevation of the side
of a building and showing the method of using
our new and improved siding-tool. Fig. 2 is
15 a tront view of the tool, and Fig. 3 is a plan
view of the tool. Fig. 4 shows a slightly
modified form of my device.

The invention will first be described in con-
nection with the drawings, and then pointed
out in the claims.

The tool 1s formed with two flat tongues, «,
that can be slipped up under the siding S,
nailed to the building, and held in position by
the cam-shaped holding-blade &, that cuts into
the siding-board against which the tool is
placed. Thetongues ¢ are made a part of the
lower plate, ¢, of the tool, and the holding-
blade b is pivoted to the outwardly-projecting
flange d, forming also a part of the lower plate,
¢, sald flange d being notched to receive the
spring-arm and prevent it from being moved
laterally. The holding-blade b is formed or
provided with the arm or lever b’ for operat-
ing it. The plate ¢ is also formed with the
flanges ¢, that act as stops to limit the distance
the tongues ¢ are forced up under the siding.
and near its lower end the plate ¢ is provided
with a small screw - bolt, f, to receive the
thumb-nut ¢ for attaching the spring-plate &
to the plate ¢. The plate hisslotted, as shown
at 4, so that it may be adjusted up or down to
gage the ‘‘lap’’ of the siding. Above theslot
v the plate 2 18 bent outward at j to clear the
board above the holding-blade b, and again at
k to form a shoulder or support for the next
siding-board to -be nalled. The arm I above
the shoulder £ 1s bent to form a clasp-spring
for holding the upper board close to the build-
1ng ready to be nailed, so that it will not be
so displaced by wind or otherwise.
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By adjusting the plate 2 up or down the lap
of the boards may be increased or diminished,

~as desired.

The tool constructed as described is very
convenient and cheap, and avoids the neces-
sity of Spacing, thus saving a good deal of time,
and the blade 6, while it holds the tool se-
curely in place, does not materially mar the
siding, and the tool holdsthe board to be nailed
with sufficient firmness, so that it need not be
held by hand, and in practice two of the tools
will be used, one at each end of the siding-
boards. |

Instead of making the spring . flat, we may
use round steel for the purpose, as shown in 65
Fig. 4, in which case the plate ¢ will be pro-
vided with anapertured arm to hold the spring,
the arm being provided with a set-screw, 7,
to adapt the spring to be adjusted up or down,
as desired. |

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— |

1. As an improved article of manufacture,
the siding-tool herein shown and described, 75
the same consisting, essentially, of the flat
plate ¢, formed with upward-projecting blades
a¢ and outward-projecting flange d, the hold-
ing-lever &', pivoted to said flange and having
a blade, b, the spring-plate h, adjustably se- 8o
cured to the plate ¢, in the longitudinal plane
thereof, as shown, and provided with an out-
ward bend, and an arm, /, extending upward
therefrom, substantially as set forth.

2. In a siding-tool, the combination, with 85
the flat plate ¢ formed with upward extending
blades«, an outward-extending notched flange,

d, between the said blades, and outward-ex-
tending stop-flanges e e, of the spring-plate 7,
adjustably secured to the said plate ¢, in the go
longitudinal plane thereof, and bent outward
and upward to form an arm, /, substantially
as set forth. | |
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" LEANDER C. BENSON.
EUGENE ¥. PERRY.

Witnesses:
N. W. FQX,
FRANK WEINMAN.
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